
  



 

Table of Contents 

Letter to Students and Parents .................................. 4 

Oxford Virtual Academy Staff .................................... 5 

Oxford Community Schools Administration ............. 5 

Vision Statement, Mission Statement, Philosophy .... 6 

Nondiscrimination Policy .......................................... 6 

Enrollment ................................................................. 6 

Oxford Student Profile ............................................... 7 

Graduation Requirements ......................................... 8 

Core Requirements Flow Charts ........................... 9-10 

Requirement Modification Options .......................... 11 

Units of Credit ........................................................... 11 

Optional Learning Opportunities ........................ 11-12 

Alternative Methods of Obtaining High School 

Credits ...................................................................... 12 

Post-Secondary ........................................................ 13 

Dual Enrollment Requirements ............................... 14 

Assessments (MME & M-STEP) .............................. 15 

Academic Honors ..................................................... 16 

College Preparation ..............................................16-17 

NCAA Eligibility .................................................. 17-18 

Course descriptions 

 Apex Curriculum ........................................... 19-23 

 Connexus by Pearson Curriculum ................ 24-74 

 GradPoint ...................................................... 75-95 

 K12 Curriculum ...........................................96-109 

 Lincoln Interactive Curriculum ................ 110-129 

 PowerSpeak/Middlebury Curriculum....... 130-134 

 Oxford Virtual Academy Curriculum ............... 134 

 Partnership Course Options ...................... 136-148 

  



Welcome Students and Parents: 

We are pleased to introduce the Oxford Virtual Academy, a school without walls where 

options and flexibility in education take center stage. Here students have the opportunity 

to learn in their own way, at any time, in any place, and at their own pace. Independent study 

has never been more exciting! 

The Oxford Virtual Academy offers a wide variety of courses that appeal to students of 

all ages and with very diverse interests. This opportunity is particularly attractive to a 

wide variety of students from all walks of life. Mentor teachers are always available at the 

OVA computer lab as well as virtually. Content teachers are assigned to each of the student's 

classes for highly qualified individual support. Teachers who are experts in their fields take 

students beyond the traditional school setting to experience interactive classrooms of 

project-based learning and collaborative problem solving. There is extreme flexibility 

for students to work in a nonthreatening environment. This includes student centered 

learning that limits distractions. Virtual assessments allow students to receive 

instantaneous feedback. 

The course offerings and descriptions listed here represent those proposed for next year, subject to change 

based upon availability from virtual providers. It is important that parents and students work together 

in reviewing these course descriptions and selecting classes. Once selections are made and the school 

year begins, the opportunity to make schedule alterations is very limited. If you are on the Oxford 

Virtual Academy diploma track, then you will need to meet with the counselor to ensure you that the 

correct courses are being taken. 

Our staff looks forward to working with each and every one of you. We want to provide the best experience 

for every student along with specialized instruction for individual learners. Oxford Virtual Academy 

students will acquire all the skills necessary to be competitive in an ever-changing global market. 

Sincerely, 

OXFORD VIRTUAL ACADEMY 

Janet Schell 

Principal 

  

         Janet Schell 

Principal 

    Janet. Schell @oxfordschools.org 

248-969-5021 

 

• 

 

168 S. WASHINGTON, OXFORD, MI 48371  
TEL: 248-969-5194/ FAX: 248-886-9116  

WWW.OXFORDSCHOOLS.ORG 

mailto:Janet..Schell%20t@oxfordschools.org
http://www.oxfordschools.org/
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Jared Ostrom, Basia Ostrowski, Angela Rasmussen, Brigitte Rex, Jessica Robbins, Katherine Tanevski, 
Michael Tootalian, Jake Trotter, Lisa Wanecek, Christie Watson, Laura Wilson, and Caitlin Wojtas,  
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Introduction 
A school without walls, the Oxford Virtual Academy (OVA) is all about options and flexibility. 

OVA offers self-paced, standardized virtual curriculums, with guidance and supervision to 

ensure work is done correctly and students stay on track. The virtual school offers online courses 

that build on students’ strengths. Classes are available 24/7 at home or in the lab and serve all 

students and families (full-time, part-time, homeschooled, and non-traditional). 

Vision Statement 

Creating a world-class education today to shape tomorrow’s selfless, global leaders. 

Mission Statement 

Oxford Secondary Schools work together with local and global communities to educate learners 

with rigorous coursework, while fostering skills relevant to each individual and enhancing 

cooperative relationships. We prepare learners for success in a world community where they are 

invested in the process of making principled decisions. 

Philosophy 

Oxford Virtual Academy takes the distance out of distance learning by working in partnership 

with families to provide rigorous academic preparation that is teacher mentored, parent directed 

and customized to meet the needs of students from all academic backgrounds. OVA continues to 

provide improved student learning and maintaining positive family relationships based on trust 

and a shared belief that the student always comes first. 

Nondiscrimination Policy 

All courses offered by Oxford Schools follow the district policies of nondiscrimination on the basis 

of race, color, religion, national origin or ancestry, gender, age, or disability, In addition, 

arrangements can be made to ensure that the lack of English language skills is not a barrier to 

admission or participation. 

Enrollment 

New enrollments into Oxford School District are serviced through Oxford Virtual Academy at 176 

S. Washington Oxford, MI 48371. School of Choice (Out of District Resident) New enrollments 

are twice annually. New enrollment open dates are based on board approval. In district transfers 

occur at semester breaks only and are subject to approval. 
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Oxford Student Profile/Exit Outcomes – Oxford learners strive to be: 

Inquires  They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to 
conduct inquiry and re- search and show independence in learning. They 
actively enjoy learning and this love of learning will be sustained throughout 
their lives. 

Knowledgeable  They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance. 
In so doing, they ac- quire in-depth knowledge and develop understanding 
across a broad and balanced range of disciplines. 

Thinkers  They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to 
recognize and approach complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical 
decisions. 

Communicators  They understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively 
in more than one language and in a variety of modes of communication. They 
work effectively and willingly in collaboration with others. 

Principled  They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and 
respect for the dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They take 
responsibility for their own actions and the consequences that accompany 
them. 

Open-minded  They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and 
are open to the perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and 
communities. They are accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range of points 
of view and are willing to grow from the experiences. 

Caring  They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings 
of others. They have a personal commitment to service, and act to make a 
positive difference to the lives of others and to the environment. 

Risk-takers  They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and 
forethought, and have the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas 
and strategies. They are brave and articulate in defending their beliefs. 

Balanced  They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional 
balance to achieve personal well-being for themselves and others. 

Reflective  They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience. They 
are able to assess and understand their strengths and limitations in order to 
support their learning and personal development.  
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Graduation Requirements 

All students are required to have an EDP. Students, working with their parents, will design a four-

year planned program for grades 9-12. The EDP is filed in each student record and reviewed 

annually. 

.

Graduation Requirement Credits 

Mathematics 4 

English/Language Arts 4 

Science 3 

Social Studies 3 

World Language 2 

Physical Education .5 

Health .5 

Visual and Performing Arts 1 

Remaining Electives 6 

Total 24 

Mathematics: 4 Credits 

 Algebra I (1 credit) 
 Geometry (1 credit) 
 Algebra II (1 credit) 
 1 credit during Year 4  

English/Language Arts: 4 Credits 

 English 9 (1 credit) 
 English 10 (1 credit) 
 English 11 (1 credit) 
 English 12 (1 credit) 

Science: 3 Credits 

 Biology (1 credit) 
 Chemistry (1 credit) 
 Physics (1 credit) 
 OR 

 Biology (1 credit) 
 Physical Sci. C/P (1 credit) 
 Chemistry or Physics (1 credit) 
 OR 

 Biology (1 credit) 
 Chemistry (1 credit) 
 Physical Sci. P (½ credit) 
 Science Elective (½ credit)  

Social Studies: 3 Credits 

 U.S. History & Geography (1 credit) 
 Economics (½ credit) 
 U.S. Civics (½ credit) 
 World History & Geography (1 credit) 

World Language: 2 Credits 

Class of 2016 and Beyond 

 Must be sequential courses 

Physical Education: ½ Credit 

Health: ½ Credit 

Visual and Performing Arts: 1 Credit  

ACT/SAT Preparation (Recommended): ½ 

Credit 
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High School Core Requirements Flow Charts 

 Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior 

 

  

General Language 
Arts Sequence  

(to meet basic 
requirements) 

Language Arts 9 Language Arts 10 Language Arts 11 Language Arts 12 

Accelerated 
Language Arts 

Sequence  
(to allow advanced 

course work) 

Honors Language 
Arts 9 

Language Arts 9 
(during 8th Grade 

78% or above) 

Honors Language 
Arts 10 

Honors Language 
Arts 11 

or 
AP English 
Language 

Honors Language 
Arts 12 

or 
AP English 
Literature 

General Math 
Sequence  

(to meet basic 
requirements) 

Algebra I 

Geometry Algebra II 
Senior Math Elective 

or Precalculus 

Applied 
Geometry 

Algebra II A Algebra II B 

Accelerated Math 
Sequence  

(to allow advanced 
course work) 

Algebra or Geometry  
(during 8th Grade 78% or above) 

Geometry or 
Algebra II 

Precalculus 
or 

Trigonometry 
or 

Calculus 
or 

AP Calculus 
 

Algebra II 
or 

Precalculus 
or 

Trigonometry 

Calculus 
or 

AP Calculus 
or 

AP Statistics 
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High School Core Requirements Flow Charts 

 Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior 

 

  

General Science 
Sequence  

(to meet basic 
requirements) 

Accelerated 
Science Sequence  
(to allow advanced 

course work) 

Biology 
Honors 

Chemistry 
Physics 

AP Biology 
AP Chemistry 

AP Environmental 
Science 

AP Physics or 
Any Science electives 

General Social 
Studies Sequence  

(to meet basic 
requirements) 

US History and 
Geography 

Civics and 
Economics 

World History 
and Geography 

None Required 

Accelerated Social 
Studies Sequence  
(to allow advanced 

course work) 

AP World 
History 

or  
World History 
and Geography 

AP European Hist 
AP Macroeconomics 
AP Microeconomics 

AP Psychology 
AP US Government 

AP US History 
AP World History 

Advanced Sociology 

Biology 

Chemistry Physics 

Physical Science 
C & P 

Chemistry or 
Physics 

None required 

US History and 
Geography 

Civics and 
Economics 
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Requirement Modification Options for High School Diploma 

The State of Michigan has legislated that every student needs to complete all aspects of the 

Michigan Merit Curriculum. The state has allowed for the possibility that some students, with the 

support of their parents/guardian, to request a modification to the state graduation requirements. 

These modifications, which may produce a “personal curriculum plan”, are to be developed by a 

group consisting of the student, his or her guardian/parent, the student’s counselor, content 

teacher, and administrative designee. The Modified plan will incorporate as much of the subject 

area contest expectations as practical, as well as, alignment with the student’s educational 

development plan (EDP). It is also the responsibility of the student’s parents/guardian to monitor 

their child’s progress in the goals contained in the personal curriculum plan as well as contacting 

individual teachers at least twice per semester. 

There are no modifications to the State of Michigan requirements for Language Arts, World 

Language, Science, Civics, Algebra I and Geometry. Modifications requests to health/physical 

education and visual and performing arts requirements based on additional course beyond 

required credits in Language Arts, Math, Science, Social Studies, or World Language only if there 

is no elective class within their schedule that can be drop to add the state requirement. 

Students and their parents need to be aware that if a personal curriculum plan is granted and the 

student does not achieve proficiency in the required credits, the personal curriculum is null and 

void. They also need to under-stand a personal curriculum plan may impact NCAA eligibility, 

college scholarships, and college admission decisions. 

Units of Credit 

Credit is awarded in units of ½ for the successful completion of a semester course for grade nine 

through twelve. An exception is that some vocational, technical and cooperative courses are 

multiple period courses, and students receive credit corresponding to the amount of time spent 

in class or on the job. 

Optional Learning Opportunities 

Credit Recovery 

Students are offered the opportunity to make-up credit online, after school and during the 

summer on a first-come basis. There is a fee for each 1/2 credit.  

Partnership Offerings 

The Oxford Virtual Academy Partnership is a mutually beneficial relationship between our 

students, families and Oxford Community Schools. The district hopes to offer a wide range of 

individual sports, classes, and resources available to homeschooling and out of district families in 

counties that are contiguous with Oakland County. Class options include music, theater, art, 

fashion design, photography, computers, technology, architecture and so much more! We are 

currently researching course opportunities in various communities for the future. 

Oxford Virtual Academy (OVA) devised a way for homeschool families to receive a dynamic 

education from home and developed partnerships with homeschool groups. With its unique and 
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successful union of homeschool groups and a public school district, OVA provide programs that 

can enhance the great education you are already providing your families. 

Independent Study 

Learning experiences for qualified high school students that are not part of the regular course 

offerings. The student and teacher prepare a formal agreement outlining student and teacher 

expectations. A maximum of 1 credit is allowed toward graduation. Requires director pre-

approval. 

Oakland Schools Technical Centers (OSTC) 

OSTC schools offer career preparation programs in three-hour blocks of intensive, hands-on 

technical vocational curriculum. Students attend ½ day at OSTC and ½ day in their home school. 

For more information, visit: http://www.ostconline.com/ 

Seated Courses 

The Oxford Virtual Academy students may also attend classes at Oxford High School, Oxford 

Middle School, any of 5 Oxford Elementary Schools, and participate in any sports program offered 

by Oxford Community Schools (must meet eligibility requirements). 

Alternative Methods of Obtaining High School Credits 

Middle School Credits 

Credit will be granted toward high school graduation for any student who successfully completes, 

prior to entering high school, a State-mandated curriculum requirement, provided s/he completes 

the same content requirements as the high school subject area, and the student has demonstrated 

proficiency as defined as earning a 78% or better for the course, including the final exam grade. 

Any student who earns high school credit in middle school will have the credit and grade earned 

posted to their high school transcript. However, the grade earned will not be factored into GPA. 

An explanation of the policy will be noted on the student’s transcript 

Test Out 

Credit will be granted toward high school graduation for any student not enrolled in the course 

but who has exhibited a reasonable level of knowledge of the subject-matter of the course and has 

tested out by achieving a seventy-eight percent (78%) or better on a final cumulative exam for the 

course, or if there is no final exam, through basic assessment used for the course, which may 

consist of a portfolio, paper, project, presentation, or other established means. The course will 

appear on the student’s transcript with a “TO” designation for “Tested Out”. The class will not 

factor into the student’s GPA. Please note, the school does not provide textbooks for students 

wishing to “Test Out”. Students are allowed to attempt testing out twice before a “failure” is 

denoted on their transcript for a particular course. 
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Post-Secondary 

See your counselor if:  

 You believe you are eligible for the Postsecondary (Dual Enrollment) option,  

 You believe you qualify for tuition and fee support, and  

 You wish to participate.  

In an effort to meet student needs and interests, school districts have allowed their students to 

attend courses at local colleges or universities, in addition to their own high school. Effective April 

1, 1996, Public Act 160 created the Postsecondary Enrollment Options Act which directs school 

districts to assist students in paying tuition and fees for courses at Michigan public or private 

colleges or universities, for students who meet all of the necessary qualifications. 

To qualify, all the following conditions must be met: 

1) Students must meet qualifying test scores: see chart on next page. 
2) Students must be enrolled in both the school district and postsecondary institution during 

the local school district’s regular academic year and must be enrolled in at least one high 
school class. 

3) The college courses cannot be hobby, craft, or recreation courses; nor can they be courses 
in physical education, theology, divinity, or religious education. 

4) Proof of registration in college courses must be provided to OVA before the first day of 
classes each semester. 
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Dual Enrollment Requirements 

The following scores, set by the Michigan Department of Education (MDE), must be met to be 

eligible for dual enrollment: 

Assessment Test Section Content Area 
Minimum Dual Enrollment 

Qualifying Score 

Explore 

Mathematics Mathematics 17 

Reading Reading 15 

Science Science 20 

English English 13 

PLAN 

Mathematics Mathematics 19 

Reading Reading 17 

Science Science 21 

English English 15 

ACT 

Mathematics Mathematics 22 

Reading Reading 21 

Science Science 24 

English English 18 

COMPASS 

Mathematics Mathematics 52 

Reading Reading 88 

English English 77 

MME 

Reading Reading 1108 

Writing Writing 1100 

Mathematics Mathematics 1116 

Science Science 1126 

Social Studies Social Studies 1129 

PSAT 

Critical Reading Reading 42 

Writing Skills Writing 41 

Mathematics Mathematics 44 

SAT 

Critical Reading Reading 500 

Writing Skills Writing 500 

Mathematics Mathematics 500 

ACCUPLACER 

Reading Comp Reading TBD 

Sentence Skills Writing TBD 

Mathematics Mathematics TBD 

*ACCUPLACER qualifying scores are typically specific to a state or Institution of Higher education 

(IHE). The MDE will work with The College Board and Michigan IHEs to build consensus around 

Minimum Dual Enrollment Qualifying Scores on this assessment.  
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Assessments 

The Michigan State Legislature has replaced the Michigan Education Assessment Program (M-

STEP) with the Michigan Merit Exam (MME) for 11th graders. Students are tested in the spring of 

their junior year. The MME has three components: the SAT, ACT WorkKeys and state subject area 

tests (science and social studies). The SAT portion of the test is the new SAT administered for 

college admissions. 

The MME, required for all diploma track students, is administered in April for all 11th grade 

students. 

The PSAT 10, recommended for all students (required for full-time), is administered in the spring 

to all 10th grade students.  

The PSAT 8/9, recommended for all students (required for full-time), is administered in the 

spring to all 9th grade students.  

M-STEP testing, required for all students taking core classes, is administered in the spring for all 

8th grade students in the areas of language arts, mathematics, and social studies. 

M-STEP testing, required for all students taking core classes, is administered in the spring for all 

7th grade students in the areas of language arts, mathematics, and science. 

M-STEP testing, required for all students taking core classes, is administered in the spring for all 

6th grade students in the areas of language arts and mathematics. 

M-STEP testing, required for all students taking core classes, is administered in the spring for all 

5th grade students in the areas of language arts, mathematics, and social studies. 

M-STEP testing, required for all students taking core classes, is administered in the spring for all 

4th grade students in the areas of language arts, mathematics, and science. 

M-STEP testing, required for all students taking core classes, is administered in the spring for all 

3rd grade students in the areas of language arts and mathematics. 
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Academic Honors for High School Graduation 

Oxford Virtual Academy uses “Cum Laude With Honors” recognition program instead of the 

concept of designating a valedictorian and salutatorian at graduation. The rationale for this was 

to adopt a form of recognition that most colleges and universities use to acknowledge their most 

successful students at graduation. For the purpose of calculating the qualifying grade point 

averages, all classes posted on the OVA transcript would be included, up to and including the 

final semester of the students’ senior year.  

The categories for distinction under the proposed “Cum Laude with Honors” graduation 

recognition program are as follows:  

 Summa Cum Laude - meaning “with the highest praise” is the highest recognition 

awarded at graduation. To graduate summa cum laude, a student must achieve a 3.70 or 

higher grade point average on a 4.00 scale. 

 Magna Cum Laude – meaning “with great praise” is the second highest recognition 

awarded at graduation. To qualify for magna cum laude, a student must achieve a 3.50 – 

3.69 grade point average on a 4.00 scale.  

 Cum Laude – meaning “with praise” is the third recognition awarded at graduation. To 

qualify for cum laude, a student must achieve a 3.20 – 3.49 grade point average on a 

4.00 scale. 

Students will be encouraged to try AP level courses. This will assist learners with: College 

entrance and course resume, improving ACT scores (college entrance), and allow for better 

academic preparation for successful college experiences. 

Weighted Grade Criteria 

All Advanced Placement (AP) and Dual Enrollment Courses, a +0.5 point adjuster will be 

awarded for the successful completion of the course. 

College Preparation 

Presidents Council, State Universities of Michigan recommended college preparatory 

program: 

English 4 years required 

Mathematics 4 years required 

 including intermediate algebra 

Sciences 3 years required; 4 years strongly recommended 

 Biology, Chemistry or Physics 

Social Sciences 3 years required 

Prospective students are also encouraged to complete courses in the following areas: 

World Language 3 years strongly recommended 

Fine/Performing Arts 2 years strongly recommended 

Computers 1 year strongly recommended 
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The universities recognize that, for a variety of reasons, some students may not be able to 

complete all the requirements. In such circumstances, students may still be considered for 

admission and, therefore, are encouraged to apply to the university of their choice. 

The standards and requirements for admission are different for each public university and certain 

programs may have special requirements as well. Whatever your areas of interest, you should get 

detailed information about specific admissions requirements from your school counselor or from 

the proper admissions office. In considering your potential to be a successful student, each 

university looks at your high school record. Factors such as your grade point average, test scores, 

special abilities, scholastic activities, and work experience are also important. 

NCAA Eligibility 

Core Courses 

 NCAA Division I requires 16 core courses. NCAA Division II currently requires 14 core 

courses. Division II will require 16 core courses for students enrolling on or after August 

1, 2013. See the charts below. 

 NCAA Division I will require 10 core courses to be completed prior to the seventh semester 

(seven of the 10 must be a combination of English, math or natural or physical science that 

meet the distribution requirements below). These 10 courses become "locked in" at the 

seventh semester and cannot be retaken for grade improvement. 

o Beginning August 1, 2016, it will be possible for a Division I college-bound student-

athlete to still receive athletics aid and the ability to practice with the team if he or 

she fails to meet the 10 course requirement, but would not be able to compete. 

Test Scores 

 Division I uses a sliding scale to match test scores and core grade-point averages (GPA). 

The sliding scale for those requirements is shown on Page No. 2 of this sheet. 

 Division II requires a minimum SAT score of 820 or an ACT sum score of 68. 

 The SAT score used for NCAA purposes includes only the critical reading and math 

sections. The writing section of the SAT is not used. 

 The ACT score used for NCAA purposes is a sum of the following four sections: English, 

mathematics, reading and science. 

 When you register for the SAT or ACT, use the NCAA Eligibility Center code of 9999 to 

ensure all SAT and ACT scores are reported directly to the NCAA Eligibility Center from 

the testing agency. Test scores that appear on transcripts will not be used. 

Grade-Point Average 

 Be sure to look at your high school’s List of NCAA Courses on the NCAA Eligibility Center's 

website (www.eligibilitycenter.org). Only courses that appear on your school's List of 

NCAA Courses will be used in the calculation of the core GPA. Use the list as a guide. 

 Division I students enrolling full time before August 1, 2016, should use Sliding Scale A to 

determine eligibility to receive athletics aid, practice and competition during the first year. 
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 Division I GPA required to receive athletics aid and practice on or after August 1, 2016, is 

2.000 (corresponding test-score requirements are listed on Sliding Scale B). 

 Division I GPA required to be eligible for competition on or after August 1, 2016, is 2.300 

(corresponding test-score requirements are listed on Sliding Scale B). 

 The Division II core GPA requirement is a minimum of 2.000. 

 Remember, the NCAA GPA is calculated using NCAA core courses only. 

Division I 
16 Core Courses 

 Division II 
16 Core Courses 

4 years of English 3 years of English 

3 years of mathematics 
(Algebra I or higher) 

2 years of mathematics 
(Algebra I or higher) 

2 years of natural/physical science 
(1 year of lab if offered) 

2 years of natural/physical science 
(1 year of lab if offered) 

1 years of additional English, 
mathematics or natural/physical 
science 

3 years of additional English, 
mathematics or natural/physical 
science 

2 years of social science 2 years of social science 

4 years of additional courses (from 
any area above, foreign language or 
comparative religion/philosophy) 

4 years of additional courses (from 
any area above, foreign language or 
comparative religion/philosophy) 

For more information, visit the NCAA 

Eligibility Center website at 

www.eligibilitycenter.org 
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Apex Learning is the leading digital curriculum provider of blended and virtual learning for the 

nation’s public school districts and charter schools. The company’s comprehensive, standards-

based online courses help schools successfully engage all students in rigorous coursework that 

prepares them for high school graduation, college, and beyond. Multimedia instructional content 

motivates and engages students, provides multiple representations of concepts, and addresses 

different learning styles. Students move at their own pace, taking as much — or as little — time as 

they need to master the material. The Apex Learning curriculum supports success for all students, 

from those not prepared for grade-level academic challenges to those capable of advanced 

coursework. 

HIGH SCHOOL COURSES 

 

English/Language Arts 

English 10    

Grade 10 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Language Arts 9 

American Literature is a literature and composition course offering organized as a survey of 

American literature. It can stand alone as a complete year of general study in English without a 

specific prerequisite, but its modular design allows flexibility in how the program is used in the 

classroom; teachers may use a single unit, lesson, or activity to supplement regular class content. 

The course builds literary and communication skills, including reading, writing, language 

appreciation and aesthetics, listening and speaking, viewing and representing, and research. 

Within these general topic areas, special emphasis is placed on writing expository, research, and 

creative compositions; honing critical and analytic skills through close readings of literary, 

historical, expository, and functional documents; using context strategies and an understanding 

of etymology to build vocabulary; and practicing communication skills. 

English 11    

Grade 11 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Language Arts 10 

British and World Literature is a streamlined survey of British literature that illustrates the origins 

of English-language literature and reflects its reach beyond the British Isles. The course is 

standards-based. Each activity correlates to state standards in six core areas: reading, writing, 

language (appreciation and aesthetics), listening and speaking, viewing and representing 

(including media literacy), and research. The course gives students meaningful practice in 

fundamental literacy skills while introducing them to classics of British and world literature. 

Throughout the course, students are encouraged to think and respond independently, critically, 

and creatively to the subject matter, whether it's a work of literature, a piece of nonfiction writing, 

or a media work. Sum-maries and annotations support fluency and comprehension of all reading 
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material. Robust scaffolding in the form of process guides and graphic organizers helps reluctant 

writers to internalize strategies and develop composition skills. 

English 12    

Grade 12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Language Arts 11 

Critical Reading and Effective Writing is a course that develops both academic and life skills. 

Concepts are presented in creative and lively ways that reinforce learning goals and engage 

students. Literary selections include short fiction and poetry from around the globe, modern 

drama works, and a contemporary novel. Nonfiction selections feature historical correspondence, 

diaries, logs, and famous courtroom arguments. Life reading skills target forms, applications, and 

work-related communication. Grammar review and vocabulary development are included in 

every unit. 

 

Mathematics 

Pre Algebra    

Grades 7-8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In this course, students will be introduced to basic algebraic principles. The student will review 

the properties of expressions and integers. Students will solve one-step equations and 

inequalities with positive and negative integers, decimals, fractions, and exponents. Then, 

explore problems involving operations of fractions and apply knowledge of algebra to solve real-

world ratio, proportion, and percent problems. Finally, the student will be able to examine and 

evaluate two-step and multi-step equations and inequalities. Graphs are used to solve linear 

relations and functions. Basic concepts of geometry including angle relationships, parallel lines, 

polygons, circles, and transformations are explored. Non-linear functions and polynomials, 

area, and volume problems will be solved and students will examine properties of right 

triangles, data analysis, and probability. 

Algebra I    

Grades 8-9 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Pre-Algebra 

Algebra I students will deepen their conceptual understanding of key algebraic concepts, work 

toward computational fluency, and extend their knowledge of problem-solving applications. 

Course topics include an Introductory Algebra review; measurement; an introduction to 

functions; problem solving with functions; graphing; linear equations and systems of linear 

equations; polynomials and factoring; and data analysis and probability. Students are supplied 

with a scaffolded note-taking guide, called a Study Sheet, as well as a post-study Checkup activity, 

providing them the opportunity to hone their computational skills by working through low-stakes 

problem sets before moving on to a formal assessment. 

Algebra II    

Grades 10-11 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Algebra I and Geometry 

Algebra II provides a curriculum that builds on the algebraic concepts covered in Algebra I. 

Through a "Discovery-Confirmation-Practice" based exploration of intermediate algebra 

concepts, students are challenged to work toward a mastery of computational skills, to deepen 
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their conceptual understanding of key ideas and solution strategies, and to extend their 

knowledge in a variety of problem-solving applications. Course topics include conic sections; 

functions, relations, and their graphs; quadratic functions; inverse functions; and advanced 

polynomial functions. Students also cover topics relating to rational, radical, exponential, and 

logarithmic functions; sequences and series; and data analysis and probability. Within each 

Algebra II lesson, students are supplied with a scaffolded note-taking guide, called a "Study 

Sheet," as well as a post-study "Checkup" activity, providing them the opportunity to hone their 

computational skills by working through a low-stakes, 10-question problem set before moving on 

to a formal assessment. Unit-level Algebra II assessments include a computer-scored test and a 

scaffolded, teacher-scored test. 

Algebra II A1 & A2   

Grades 11 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Algebra I and Geometry 

Specially designed for students who have historically struggled with mathematics. This full-year 

course follows the concepts and benchmarks of the first semester of Algebra II. 

Algebra II B1 & B2   

Grades 12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Algebra II A1 & A2 

Specially designed for students who have historically struggled with mathematics. This full-year 

course follows the concepts and benchmarks of the second semester of Algebra II. 

Geometry    

Grades 9-10 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Algebra I 

Geometry provides a curriculum focused on the mastery of critical skills and the understanding 

of key geometric concepts. Through a "Discovery-Confirmation-Practice" based exploration of 

geometric concepts, students are challenged to work toward a mastery of computational skills, to 

deepen their conceptual understanding of key ideas and solution strategies, and to extend their 

knowledge in a variety of problem-solving applications. Course topics include reasoning, proof, 

and the creation of a sound mathematical argument; points, lines, and angles; triangles; 

quadrilaterals and other polygons; circles; coordinate geometry; and three-dimensional solids. 

The course concludes with a look at special topics in geometry, such as constructions, symmetry, 

tessellations, fractals, and non-Euclidean geometry. Within each Geometry lesson, students are 

supplied with a scaffolded note-taking guide, called a "Study Sheet," as well as a post-study 

"Checkup" activity, providing them the opportunity to hone their computational skills by working 

through a low-stakes, 10-question problem set before moving on to a formal assessment. Unit-

level Geometry assessments include a computer-scored test and a scaffolded, teacher-scored test. 

 

Science 

Chemistry   

Grades 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Algebra I 

Chemistry offers a curriculum that emphasized students' understanding of fundamental 

chemistry concepts while helping them acquire tools to be conversant in a society highly 
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influenced by science and technology. The course provides students with opportunities to learn 

and practice critical scientific skills within the context of relevant scientific questions. Topics 

include the nature of science, the importance of chemistry to society, atomic structure, bonding 

in matter, chemical reactions, redox reactions, electrochemistry, phases of matter, equilibrium 

and kinetics, acids and bases, thermodynamics, quantum mechanics, nuclear reactions, organic 

chemistry, and alternative energy. 

Physical Science C & P   

Grades 9-11 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Physical Science offers a focused curriculum designed around the understanding of critical 

physical science concepts, including the nature and structure of matter, the characteristics of 

energy, and the mastery of critical scientific skills. Topics include an introduction to kinematics, 

including gravity and two-dimensional motion; force; momentum; waves; electricity; atoms; the 

Periodic Table of Elements; molecular bonding; chemical reactivity; gases; and an introduction 

to nuclear energy. Teacher-graded labs encourage students to apply the scientific method. 

Physics   

Grades 11-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Algebra II (Concurrently) 

Physics offers a curriculum that emphasizes students' understanding of fundamental physics 

concepts while helping them acquire tools to be conversant in a society highly influenced by 

science and technology. The course provides students with opportunities to learn and practice 

critical scientific skills within the context of relevant scientific questions. Topics include the 

nature of science, math for physics, energy, kinematics, force and motion, momentum, 

gravitation, chemistry for physics, thermodynamics, electricity, magnetism, waves, nuclear 

physics, quantum physics, and cosmology. 

 

Social Studies 

Civics (U.S. Government and Politics)   

Grade 10 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Civics (U.S. Government and Politics) offers a tightly focused and scaffolded curriculum that uses 

the perspective of political institutions to explore the history, organization, and functions of the 

U.S. government. Beginning with basic theories of government, moving to the Declaration of 

Independence, and continuing to the present day, the course explores the relationship between 

individual Americans and the governing bodies. It covers the political culture of the country and 

gains insight into the challenges faced by presidents, congressional representatives, and other 

political activists. It also covers the roles of political parties, interest groups, the media, and the 

Supreme Court. 

Economics (U.S. and Global Economics)   

Grade 10 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Economics (U.S. and Global Economics) offers a tightly focused and scaffolded curriculum that 

provides an introduction to key economic principles. The course covers fundamental properties 
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of economics, including an examination of markets from both historical and current perspectives; 

the basics of supply and demand; the theories of early economic philosophers such as Adam Smith 

and David Ricardo; theories of value; the concept of money and how it evolved; the role of banks, 

investment houses, and the Federal Reserve; Keynesian economics; the productivity, wages, 

investment, and growth involved in capitalism; unemployment, inflations, and the national debt; 

and a survey of markets in areas such as China, Europe, and the Middle East. 

U.S. History   

Grade 9 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course traces the nation's history from the end of the Civil War to the present. It describes 

the emergence of the United States as an industrial nation, highlighting social policy as well as its 

role in modern world affairs. Students evaluate the attempts to bind the nation together during 

Reconstruction while also exploring the growth of an industrial economy. Moving into the 20th 

and 21st centuries, students probe the economic and diplomatic interactions between the United 

States and other world players while investigating how the world wars, the Cold War, and the 

"information revolution" affected the lives of ordinary Americans. Woven through this 

chronological sequence is a strong focus on the changing conditions of women, African 

Americans, and other minority groups. 

World History   

Grade 11 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

World History offers a tightly focused and scaffolded curriculum that uses multiple perspectives 

to trace the development of civilizations around the world from prehistory to the present. The 

course covers major events in world history, including the development and influence of human-

geographic relationships, political and social structures, economics, science and technology, and 

the arts. Students investigate the major religions and belief systems throughout history and learn 

about the importance of trade and cultural exchange. Other topics include the development of 

agriculture, the spread of democracy, the rise of nation-states, the industrial era, the spread of 

imperialism, and the issues and conflicts of the 20th century. Students learn to use primary 

historical documents as evidence as they learn about past events. 
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Connexus by Pearson (Connections Learning) brings quality K-12 education directly to you and 

your students with a proven online curriculum, the latest instructional tools, certified teachers 

skilled in online instruction, and our state-of-the-art platform. Whether you’re looking for 

Advanced Placement, foreign languages, gifted, or other curriculum or technology options that 

your school or district just can’t provide, Connexus by Pearson has everything you need for an 

educationally sound online learning program that meets your child’s needs. 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL COURSES 

 

KINDERGARTEN COURSES 

Kindergarten Connexus by Pearson   

Grade Kindergarten Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Language Arts K – In this course, students build a foundation for successful reading as they 

explore topics and apply reading, writing, speaking, and listening practices outlined in national 

and state standards. Learning activities consist of phonics, listening, comprehension, and 

vocabulary instruction with daily exposure to books, including literature and informational texts. 

A combination of interactive and hands-on exercises encourages the development of fine motor 

skills. Students learn language skills as well as letter formation, and they practice these with 

drawing, dictating, and writing. By the end of kindergarten, many students will be reading, and 

all students should be able to recognize consonant as well as long and short vowel sounds. 

Math K – In this course, mathematical thinking and problem solving are introduced. Students 

explore topics and apply mathematical practices outlined in the Common Core State Standards 

and other state standards. They learn how to identify numbers, write numbers zero to 20, and 

count to 100 by ones and tens. They also describe, sort, and compare objects and learn basic 

shapes. Stories and activities introduce addition and subtraction. A combination of interactive 

and hands-on exercises teaches students about money, time, fractions, and measurement 

Science K – In this course, the student will explore the nature of science and how to solve 

problems, as well as investigate living and nonliving things. The student will learn how to study 

the surrounding world by observing, collaborating, and sharing with others. Using illustrations 

and labels, the student will identify the steps used to solve problems and use these steps to plan, 
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design, and test a solution to a problem.  Finally, the student will examine, describe, compare, and 

analyze the characteristics of living and nonliving things in order to complete portfolio 

assessments. 

Social Studies K – Students learn the concepts of community, nation, and world in this course. 

They answer essential questions including: "How do people get what they need?"; "How is culture 

shared?"; and "How does life change throughout history?" A combination of interactive and 

hands-on exercises teaches students about personal responsibility, good citizenship, and basic 

geography. While learning about America’s past and important historical figures, students 

research their personal history and heroes. 

Art K – In this course, the student will explore color, line, and shape. A combination of interactive 

and hands-on studio projects encourages the student to create art, sharpen fine motor skills, and 

explore areas of interest in art. Artistic modes include drawing, painting, assembling, and 

sculpting. 

Experiencing Music I – The first in a series of three courses designed fro students grades K-2. 

Introducing younger students to the basic components of music: melody and rhythm. Students 

use these components to explore their own voices by creating beats and rhythms. In addition, 

students use critical-listening skills to analyze music they hear as they participate in interactive 

experiences. With audio, visual, and interactive technologies, this course provides a unique 

learning experience. 

Educational Technology and Online Learning K – In this course, students explore the features of 

a draw and paint program as a tool to support emerging reading, writing, and math skills. They 

learn to locate letters and numbers on a keyboard. A study skills unit introduces them to listening 

and visualization skills that support learning across the school day. Student also learn to recognize 

safe and responsible use of technology resources so they can become model digital citizens. 

Physical Education K – In this course, physical education encourages students to develop their 

fine motor skills, movement, and confidence to enjoy healthy physical activity regularly. A 

combination of interactive and hands-on activities teaches students essential skills. Students 

learn how to respect themselves and others while playing. 

 

Language Arts 

Language Arts 1    

Grade 1 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In first grade, beginning readers work to become fluent readers. The second semester course 

continues to teach students to attack new words using a variety of decoding and contextual 

strategies. Students are given daily opportunities to apply these skills to decodable and authentic 

texts. They are taught to think about what they read through a variety of guided reading strategies. 

In writing, students create increasingly complex compositions and improve their handwriting. 

The second semester course continues to teach students to attack new words using a variety of 
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decoding and contextual strategies. Students are given daily opportunities to apply these skills to 

decodable and authentic texts. They are taught to think about what they read through a variety of 

guided reading strategies. In writing, students create increasingly complex compositions and 

improve their handwriting. 

Language Arts 2 

Grade 2 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In second grade your student is introduced to all parts of the reading process. In the first semester, 

student is given the opportunity to apply word attack skills to increasingly complex texts and build 

their oral and sight vocabularies through daily instruction. While practicing new skills, your 

student will take part in activities based on books he or she is reading. Your student will apply 

handwriting and grammar skills to daily journal entries as well as longer and more complex 

compositions. In the second semester course student is given the opportunity to apply word attack 

skills to increasingly complex texts and build their oral and sight vocabularies through daily 

instruction. While practicing new skills, your student will take part in activities based on books he 

or she is reading. Your student will apply handwriting and grammar skills to daily journal entries 

as well as longer and more complex compositions.  

Gifted and Talented Language Arts 3 

Grade 3 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Approval 

Connexus’ Gifted and Talented Language Arts 3 course provides students opportunities to work 

at an accelerated pace, while engaging in more complex and challenging instructional activities. 

Students are provided opportunities for increased student-teacher interaction and discussion, as 

well as increased interaction with their peers. This course focuses on developing critical thinking 

and analytical skills. Students also create compositions throughout the course by moving through 

the five stages of the writing process: planning, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing. 

Students continue to master the basic skills of writing with instruction in spelling, handwriting, 

grammar, and language usage.  

Gifted and Talented Literature Study 3 

Grade 3 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Approval 

The Junior Great Books program employs the method of interpretive readings and discussion 

being known as the Shared Inquiry™ method. This distinctive approach to learning enables 

leaders—the teachers and Learning Coaches—to foster a vibrant environment in which a student 

acquires the habits and strategies of a self-reliant thinker, reader, and learner. Through their own 

curiosity and attentive questioning, leaders serve as partners in inquiry with the student, helping 

him work with other students to discover meaning in a reading selection and to build 

interpretations. The process reaches its fullest expression in Shared Inquiry discussion, where 

leaders and students think and talk about an interpretive question that arises from a particular 

story. Using LiveLesson sessions, the student will interact with peers twice during each unit for 

Shared Inquiry and presentation of personal writing.  Junior Great Books includes outstanding 

works of literature by award-winning authors. Praised for their rich language and international 

range, and chosen carefully for their ability to support multiple interpretations, the stories in 

Junior Great Books capture students’ attention and imagination and engage the best of their 
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thinking. Progressing in reading level, conceptual complexity, and length throughout the series, 

the stories are the foundation for a thoughtful process of reading, discussion, and writing.  

Language Arts 3  

Grade 3 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Building on foundational reading skills, this course focuses on developing critical thinking and 

analytical skills. Students examine the author’s purpose and point of view and practice 

comprehension and phonics skills through daily reading exercises. Students learn to structure 

and write complete sentences and then create paragraphs and longer compositions. Throughout 

the course, students create compositions by moving through the five stages of the writing 

process: planning, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing. Students continue to master the 

basic skills of writing with instruction in spelling, handwriting, grammar, and language usage.  

Gifted and Talented Language Arts 4  

Grade 4 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Approval 

Connexus’ Gifted and Talented Language Arts 4 course provides students opportunities to work 

at an accelerated pace, while engaging in more complex and challenging instructional activities. 

Students are provided opportunities for increased student-teacher interaction and discussion, as 

well as increased interaction with their peers. Oral language skills are developed with instruction 

in oral compositions, interviews, and discussion. Writing skills are reinforced with instruction in 

spelling, handwriting, grammar, and language usage. Classic and award-winning children’s 

literature carries students across oceans and through centuries as tales of adventure unfold.  

Gifted and Talented Literature Study 4 

Grade 4 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Approval 

The Junior Great Books  program employs the method of interpretive readings and discussion 

being known as the Shared Inquiry™ method. This distinctive approach to learning enables 

leaders—the teachers and Learning Coaches—to foster a vibrant environment in which a student 

acquires the habits and strategies of a self-reliant thinker, reader, and learner. Through their own 

curiosity and attentive questioning, leaders serve as partners in inquiry with the student, helping 

him work with other students to discover meaning in a reading selection and to build 

interpretations. The process reaches its fullest expression in Shared Inquiry discussion, where 

leaders and students think and talk about an interpretive question that arises from a particular 

story. Using LiveLesson sessions, the student will interact with peers twice during each unit for 

Shared Inquiry and presentation of personal writing. Junior Great Books includes outstanding 

works of literature by award-winning authors. Praised for their rich language and international 

range, and chosen carefully for their ability to support multiple interpretations, the stories in 

Junior Great Books capture students’ attention and imagination and engage the best of their 

thinking. Progressing in reading level, conceptual complexity, and length throughout the series, 

the stories are the foundation for a thoughtful process of reading, discussion, and writing.  

Language Arts 4 

Grade 4 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 
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Throughout the course, students are exposed to a wide array of fiction and nonfiction as they 

develop and apply their comprehension skills. They develop the tools to understand vocabulary 

presented through a variety of reading material and have the opportunity to read independently, 

as well as to create projects in response to self-selected books. After reviewing the five stages of 

the writing process, students create well-organized compositions aided by effective planning 

tools. The basic skills of writing are reinforced with instruction in spelling, handwriting, grammar, 

and language usage. Daily spelling activities give students opportunities to use spelling words in 

context.  

Gifted and Talented Language Arts 5 

Grade 5 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Approval 

Connexus’ Gifted and Talented Language Arts 5 course provides students opportunities to work 

at an accelerated pace, while engaging in more complex and challenging instructional activities. 

Students are provided opportunities for increased student-teacher discussion, as well as increased 

interaction with their peers. Critical thinking skills are intertwined with novel activities in order 

to sharpen students’ analytical abilities. Reading comprehension instruction allowing students to 

practice identifying main ideas and themes in any given reading passage. The writing content 

throughout the course concentrates on crafting quality sentences, organizing paragraphs, 

summary writing, and adding detail to writing.  

Gifted and Talented Literature Study 5 

Grade 5 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Approval 

The Junior Great Books program employs the method of interpretive readings and discussion 

being known as the Shared Inquiry method. This distinctive approach to learning enables 

leaders—the teachers and Learning Coaches—to foster a vibrant environment in which a student 

acquires the habits and strategies of a self-reliant thinker, reader, and learner. Through their own 

curiosity and attentive questioning, leaders serve as partners in inquiry with the student, helping 

him work with other students to discover meaning in a reading selection and to build 

interpretations. The process reaches its fullest expression in Shared Inquiry discussion, where 

leaders and students think and talk about an interpretive question that arises from a particular 

story. Using LiveLesson sessions, the student will interact with peers twice during each unit for 

Shared Inquiry and presentation of personal writing. Junior Great Books includes outstanding 

works of literature by award-winning authors. Praised for their rich language and international 

range, and chosen carefully for their ability to support multiple interpretations, the stories in 

Junior Great Books capture students’ attention and imagination and engage the best of their 

thinking. Progressing in reading level, conceptual complexity, and length throughout the series, 

the stories are the foundation for a thoughtful process of reading, discussion, and writing.  

Language Arts 5 

Grade 5 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Students continue to develop their reading skills as they are introduced to novels and poetry. 

Critical thinking skills are intertwined with activities using novels in order to sharpen students’ 

analytical abilities. Reading comprehension instruction allows students to practice identifying 

main ideas and themes in any given reading passage. Students continue to develop their writing 
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skills by focusing on structure, format, and grammar, with a concentration on crafting quality 

sentences, organizing paragraphs, writing summaries, and adding detail to writing. Grammar is 

included in this course to provide year-long exposure to the parts of speech and their functions.  

 
Math 1 

Grade 1 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In first-grade math, students will develop an understanding of numbers to 100 using a variety of 

models. In the first semester, the student is introduced to building strategies for addition and 

subtraction of whole numbers up to 18, students will also practice problem solving and reasoning 

skills. Hands-on activities and tools let students practice money and measurement concepts. We 

also explore geometry topics—shapes, congruence, and symmetry—as well as data analysis with 

picture graphs, data, and bar graphs. In the second semester, students continue to develop an 

understanding of numbers to 100 using a variety of models. While building strategies for addition 

and subtraction of whole numbers up to 18, students will also practice problem solving and 

reasoning skills. Hands-on activities and tools let students practice money and measurement 

concepts. We also explore geometry topics—shapes, congruence, and symmetry—as well as data 

analysis with picture graphs, data, and bar graphs. 

Math 2  

Grade 2 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In second grade, problem solving is emphasized as your student furthers his or her understanding 

of numbers and operations, learning to add and subtract one- and two-digit numbers. In the first 

semester, hands-on activities help students study time, money, geometry, and fractions. Students 

will connect number concepts to statistics using basic algebraic concepts and simple graphs. 

Measurement concepts, such as weight, mass, capacity, time, and temperature, are investigated. 

In the second semester, the student continues to learn hands-on activities help students study 

time, money, geometry, and fractions. Students will connect number concepts to statistics using 

basic algebraic concepts and simple graphs. Measurement concepts, such as weight, mass, 

capacity, time, and temperature, are investigated.  

Gifted and Talented Math 3 

Grade 3 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Approval 

For qualifying students, this first-semester course reviews strategies for adding and subtracting 

numbers with regrouping; and introduces a variety of methods for multiplication and division 

providing students with a conceptual understanding of the operations and how they affect 

numbers. In addition to the models and algorithms, gifted students examine how the basic 

operations connect to beginning Algebra skills, building a foundation for later studies. By 

extending number theory lessons to include larger numbers and mental math strategies, students 

are able to master content beyond the third grade standards. Students will study patterns 

including both number patterns and geometric patterns. Students will have the opportunity to 

study geometry concepts, including lines, angles, and shapes. Differentiating from the core 

content, students apply the basic math skills to novel situations using a variety of problem solving 

skills with real world applications. The second-semester course begins with the study of fractions, 
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building on your student’s understanding of a fraction as part of a whole. These lessons, which 

make use of models and manipulatives, lay the groundwork for an understanding of operations 

with fractions, which your student will study, in a later course. By extending number theory 

lessons to include larger numbers, decimal places, and mental math strategies students are able 

to master content beyond the third grade standards. Students study time, money, fractions, 

decimals, and measurement. Students have the opportunity to study the geometry concepts of 

perimeter and area. Students apply the basic math skills to novel situations using a variety of 

problem solving skills with real world applications. 

Math 3  

Grade 3 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Third grade Math continues to teach strategies for adding and subtracting numbers with 

regrouping. Multiplication and division are introduced to provide students with a conceptual 

understanding of the operations and how they affect numbers. Students will also learn how to add 

and subtract decimals using money, create graphs, and perform experiments in probability using 

basic statistics methods. Students also study time, money, geometry, fractions, decimals, 

measurement, and relationships among patterns.  

Essential Math 3 

Grade 3 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Essential Math 3 is designed for the student who needs extended instruction, review, and 

reinforcement to master prerequisite and grade-level math skills. The units and lessons within 

this course focus on the fundamental skills and standards the student will need in order to master 

the concepts from the previous and current grade level.  

 

Gifted and Talented Math 4 

Grade 4 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Approval 

This course further refines students' skills of the four mathematical operations while students are 

introduced to more complex activities, such as adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing 

decimals, fractions, and fractions with mixed numbers. Students are introduced to the order of 

operations and learn how to solve and write equations and inequalities. The study of geometry 

becomes more involved as students learn about polygons and solid figures. Students also extend 

their knowledge of graphing and probability to include circle graphs and using statistics to make 

prediction. Solving problems with multiple steps, increased emphasis on Algebra skills, and 

appropriate pacing keep gifted math students engaged in this above level content. Your student 

will have access to DimensionU, which includes online math games that support your student’s 

understanding of lesson concepts. You will find the link to DimensionU on your student’s home 

page.  Follow the directions to download the necessary software first. Once installed, DimensionU 

allows your student to access DimensionM to practice grades 3–7 and pre-algebra math skills in 

a gaming environment. 

Math 4 

Grade 4 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 
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Students expand their math skills in all four operations. They practice their addition and 

subtraction skills with six-digit numbers, multiplication skills with two-digit numbers, and 

division facts with one-digit numbers. With these skills in hand, students perform operations with 

fractions and decimals. Measurement is a hands-on unit that covers both customary and metric 

units of length, capacity, and weight. Students have the opportunity to study geometry concepts, 

including lines, angles, shapes, perimeter, area, congruence, and similarity. Students are also 

introduced to equations, statistics using data and graphing techniques, and probability concepts.  

Essential Math 4 

Grade 4 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Essential Math 4 is designed for the student who needs extended instruction, review, and 

reinforcement to master prerequisite and grade-level math skills. The units and lessons within 

this course focus on the fundamental skills and standards the student will need in order to master 

the concepts from the previous and current grade level.  

Gifted and Talented Math 5 

Grade 5 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Approval 

For qualifying students, the first-semester reinforces students’ understanding of mathematical 

concepts in preparation for higher level courses. Students learn to create, analyze, and interpret 

graphs in their study of statistics. Geometry continues to be explored, with students classifying 

polygons and using measurement skills to find the perimeter, area, and volume of geometric 

figures. In addition to learning basic probability and permutations, students begin their algebra 

studies with solving equations and inequalities. The second-semester reinforces students’ 

understanding of mathematical concepts in preparation for higher level courses. Students learn 

to create, analyze, and interpret graphs in their study of statistics. Geometry continues to be 

explored, with students classifying polygons and using measurement skills to find the perimeter, 

area, and volume of geometric figures. In addition to learning basic probability and permutations, 

students begin their algebra studies with solving equations and inequalities.  

Math 5 

Grade 5 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

While further refining their skills of the four mathematical operations, students are introduced to 

more complex activities, such as adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing decimals, 

fractions, and fractions with mixed numbers. Students are introduced to the order of operations 

and learn how to solve and write equations and inequalities. The study of geometry becomes more 

involved as students learn about polygons and solid figures. Students also extend their knowledge 

of graphing and probability to include circle graphs and using statistics to make predictions.  

Essential Math 5 

Grade 5 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Essential Math 5 is designed for the student who needs extended instruction, review, and 

reinforcement to master prerequisite and grade-level math skills. The units and lessons within 

this course focus on the fundamental skills and standards the student will need in order to master 

the concepts from the previous and current grade level.  
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Science 

Science 1 

Grade 1 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Science encourages students to explore the natural world. In the first semester, students will study 

Earth, its resources, and how to protect them. We will explore how plants and animals grow and 

change. We will create a model of a mountain and investigate the way sunlight affects leaves. 

Students will also learn about the scientific method and explore possible careers in science. In the 

second semester, students continue to study Earth, its resources, and how to protect them. We 

will explore how plants and animals grow and change. We will create a model of a mountain and 

investigate the way sunlight affects leaves. Students will also learn about the scientific method 

and explore possible careers in science. 

Science 2 

Grade 2 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course will stimulate students’ curiosity about the world around them. In the first semester, 

we will study clues to Earth’s past and learn about an archaeologist’s responsibilities. We will also 

investigate energy and changing states of matter, such as liquid water changing to water vapor, 

and create a weather chart. Your child will enjoy hands-on activities as he or she investigates the 

importance of water and vegetation in life science and explores forces in physical science. In the 

second semester, we will study clues to Earth’s past and learn about an archaeologist’s 

responsibilities. We will also investigate energy and changing states of matter, such as liquid water 

changing to water vapor, and create a weather chart. Your child will enjoy hands-on activities as 

he or she investigates the importance of water and vegetation in life science and explores forces 

in physical science.  

Gifted and Talented Science 3  

Grade 3 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Approval 

This course introduces science as an adventure in learning about the world around us. Through 

hands-on activities, student-designed experiments, research, and guided readings, students begin 

exploring the life and Earth sciences. In the Earth science unit, students learn about the Earth and 

its changing features. In life science, they explore the living world and its organisms. Designed to 

accommodate a variety of learning styles, the lessons encourage students to apply new concepts 

through activity-centered learning, reading, and traditional research and instruction methods. 

Students also explore the scientific method and various careers in science. In the second semester, 

students explore the fascinating worlds of Earth and matter. In the Earth science unit, students 

study the earth’s composition in detail as well as the relationships between the Earth, moon, and 

sun. In the physical science unit, they study the properties of matter. Lessons are designed to 

engage the student’s natural curiosity, from building a model for investigating how simple 

machines work to studying why the moon’s shape appears to change throughout the month. The 

course accommodates a range of learning styles with activity-centered learning as well as 

readings, research, and traditional instruction. Students also explore the scientific method and 

various careers in science.  
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Science 3  

Grade 3 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In this course, the student will design an experiment to discover what plants need to survive, make 

a model of a cave, and delve into many more exciting experiments. The lessons in this course are 

designed to accommodate a variety of learning styles and to provide a variety of opportunities for 

the entire family to participate in the student’s education. Some lessons, or groups of lessons, in 

each unit are activity-centered, which allows the student to engage the new concepts through 

exploration and discovery; others are more traditional, requiring the student to read, research, 

and reflect on the underlying theory. In the second semester, the student will create a model to 

investigate how simple machines work, investigate why the moon's shape appears to change 

during the month, and delve into many more exciting experiments. The lessons in this course are 

designed to accommodate a variety of learning styles and to provide a variety of opportunities for 

the entire family to participate in the student’s education. Some lessons, or groups of lessons, in 

each unit are activity-centered, which allows the student to engage the new concepts through 

exploration and discovery; others are more traditional, requiring the student to read, research, 

and reflect on the underlying theory.  

Gifted and Talented Science 4  

Grade 4 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Approval 

This course deepens the student’s understanding of the life and Earth sciences through 

observation, research, and experimentation. Our life science unit explores the differences and 

commonalities between organisms. The Earth science unit investigates the Earth’s different land 

features and how to care for the Earth in the 21st century. Students become engaged while 

observing seed growth, exploring the effects of flooding on a riverbank, and conducting a variety 

of experiments. Students become investigators in this course where they use a variety of 

techniques to collect information about the world around them. In Earth science, our 

investigators study the effects of different climates on Earth and begin exploring the solar system. 

In our physical science unit, they study the composition and use of different forms of energy. 

Through a range of hands-on experiments and observation, they analyze the effect of warmed air 

on weather, explore chemical reactions, and create a compound machine. Students deepen their 

understanding of the material through a long-term science project chosen from an approved list 

and shared at the semester’s end with fellow students.  

Science 4 

Grade 4 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Science is an adventure in which everyone can take part! In this first semester course, the student 

will be participating in scientific investigations of many different forms including simple 

observations and experiments. Results from these investigations will provide information about 

the surrounding world. The McGraw-Hill textbook, Science: A Closer Look, and the science kit 

are the primary resources for this course. The opening unit examines volcano exploration and 

reviews the scientific method. The life science units examine the commonalities and differences 

among organisms. The Earth Science units provide an opportunity for the student to investigate 

the different land features on Earth, as well as how to care for Earth. In this course the student 
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will observe seed growth, explore the effects of flooding on a riverbank, and much, much more! 

In this second semester course, the student will be participating in scientific investigations of 

many different forms including simple observations and experiments. Results from these 

investigations will provide information about the surrounding world. The McGraw-Hill textbook, 

Science: A Closer Look, and the science kit are the primary resources for this course. The Earth 

Science units provide an opportunity for the student to investigate the solar system and the effects 

of different climates on Earth. The Physical Science units enable the student to explore the 

composition and use of different forms of energy. In this course the student will analyze the effect 

of warmed air on weather, explore chemical reactions, create a compound machine, and much, 

much more! 

Gifted and Talented Science 5 

Grade 5 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Approval 

This exciting course encourages students to see themselves as scientists by empowering them to 

make their own discoveries. Students begin by studying the roles of scientists and the scientific 

method and then explore the Earth and life sciences in the context of the discoverer. In life science, 

they study cells and heredity. In Earth science, students design their own experiments for 

investigating the earth’s composition and the factors affecting that composition. A range of 

activity-based learning and traditional instruction engages students of diverse learning styles. 

Students continue their journeys as scientific explorers, studying the living world in life science 

and the characteristics of matter, sound, and light in our physical science unit. In the Earth science 

unit, students investigate the Earth’s composition and the forces shaping its surface. Students 

continue to explore the scientific method and careers in science.  

Science 5 

Grade 5 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Science is an ongoing process that constantly renders new discoveries! In the first semester, the 

student will be sharpening his investigative skills and expanding upon his existing knowledge in 

order to make his own new discoveries. The McGraw-Hill textbook, Science: A Closer Look, and 

the science kit are the primary resources for the course. The opening unit explores the role of 

scientists and the scientific method. The life science units explore cells and heredity. The Earth 

science units provide an opportunity for the student to design experiments to investigate Earth's 

composition and the factors that affect its composition.  In the second semester students sharpen 

their investigative skills and expand their scientific knowledge in order to make new discoveries. 

They learn about the living world in the life science units. The physical science units examine the 

characteristics of matter, sound, and light. The Earth science units provide an opportunity for 

students to investigate Earth’s composition and the factors that shape its surface. Students 

continue to explore the scientific method and science careers.  

 

Social Studies 

Social Studies 

Grade 1 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 
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In the first semester, students will learn about the ways in which people contribute to their 

communities and work together to the benefit of all. This course explores the concepts of good 

citizenship, neighborhoods, and economics. We will also study maps, photos, biographies, 

illustrations, poetry, and music to help explain the concept of communities and extend the 

concept of community to the larger world. In the second semester, students continue to learn 

about the ways in which people contribute to their communities and work together to the benefit 

of all. This course explores the concepts of good citizenship, neighborhoods, and economics. We 

will also study maps, photos, biographies, illustrations, poetry, and music to help explain the 

concept of communities and extend the concept of community to the larger world. 

Social Studies 2 

Grade 2 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Your child will continue to explore basic concepts of history, geography, economics, and 

government, while discovering more about world cultures. In the first semester, students will 

practice basic map, chart, graph, and thinking skills. We will also introduce your child to ordinary 

people who showed good citizenship and to famous people who have influenced our country and 

the world. In the second semester, students will practice basic map, chart, graph, and thinking 

skills. We will also introduce your child to ordinary people who showed good citizenship and to 

famous people who have influenced our country and the world.  

Social Studies 3  

Grade 3 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This Social Studies course focuses on the theme of community through the study of geography, 

history, government, and economics. The course text is Scott Foresman’s Communities. In this 

course, the student will explore a variety of communities, past and present, from around the 

world. Short stories, biographies, poetry, case studies, songs, and other resources emphasize the 

role of the individual in the community, as well as the influence of geography on communities. 

Multimedia resources including Teachlet tutorials, videos, and interactive websites enhance and 

support the content. The student will learn geographic concepts such as place, location, and 

human interaction with the environment. Geography skills lessons are incorporated throughout 

the course. In addition, the student will learn the basic principles that led to the creation of the 

Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution. The student will learn about the rights 

and responsibilities of citizens and the three branches of government. In the economics unit, the 

student will examine basic economic concepts such as money, prices, supply and demand, and 

taxes. The student will examine factors that contribute to personal  

Social Studies 4  

Grade 4 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In this course, students are introduced to state history and use a regional approach to examine 

the geography and history of the United States. The course also looks at the state’s people, 

economy, resources, and geography, and students study the structure and functions of local and 

state governments. In addition to learning state history, students learn how to integrate different 

types and uses of maps and apply geographic skills and concepts.  
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Social Studies 5 

Grade 5 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Using a thematic and chronological approach to United States history, this course allows students 

to trace the nation’s history from the time of the earliest Americans through the 21st century. 

Students practice map skills as they learn about the growth of the Unites States, and develop their 

abilities to interpret sources, compare, and sequence. Students also learn about geography’s 

influence on culture and historical events.  

 

Electives 

Art 1 

Grade 1 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Students expand their understanding of color, line, and shape. Activities include drawing, cutting, 

creating designs, and paper construction. We also introduce the concepts of texture and three-

dimensional forms. 

Art 2 

Grade 2 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Students learn how to observe and appreciate art. They continue to learn how to draw, paint, and 

create three-dimensional artworks.  

Art 3 

Grade 3 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Our theme is “The Four Seasons,” featuring arts and crafts based on the characteristics of each 

season. Art history and art criticism are introduced, and students study the arts of various 

cultures. Your child will also use various media to create two- and three-dimensional projects.  

Art 4 

Grade 4 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Art history and art criticism are introduced, and students study the arts of various cultures. Your 

child will also use various media to create two- and three-dimensional projects.  

Art 5 

Grade 5 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Art elements, principles, and criticism are introduced, and students study the arts across time. 

Your child will also use various media to create two- and three-dimensional projects.  

 

Discovering Music I 

Grades 3-5 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Designed for students in grades 3–5, this course teaches students fundamental musicianship 

skills from a Western-Classical approach, while aligning to national music education standards. 

The course challenges students to improve their listening, notation, analysis, performance, and 

improvisation skills. With audio, visual, and interactive technologies provided by both The 
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Juilliard School and Connections Education, the course provides a unique and advanced learning 

experience for students in these grades.  

Discovering Music II 

Grades 3-5 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Discovering Music I 

Designed for students in grades 3–5, this course builds on fundamental musicianship skills 

introduced in Discovering Music I. As they review and explore new concepts in rhythm and 

notation, students will improve their listening, notation, analysis, performance, and 

improvisation skills. They will use their basic understanding of the orchestra to explore 

instrumentation and orchestration in more depth, and analyze compositional style from a range 

of periods. With audio, visual, and interactive technologies provided by both The Juilliard School 

and Connections Education, this course provides a unique and advanced learning experience for 

students in grades 3–5. Discovering Music I is a prerequisite for this course.  

Discovering Music III 

Grades 3-5 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Discovering Music II 

Designed for students in grades 3-5, this course enhances the student’s knowledge of musical 

cultures as the student discovers a musical identity. Aligning to the National Core Arts Standards, 

this course provides the student with engaging opportunities to combine musical knowledge with 

an exploration of different art forms to create new personal works. The student will apply 

foundational knowledge of music to a variety of musical styles and cultures. With audio, visual, 

and interactive technologies, this course provides a unique 

Ed Tech and Online Learning 1 

Grade 1 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In this course, students build on foundational skills while using software to draw, type, and format 

text, and create presentations to support academic skills. Students learn listening and 

organizational skills and set attainable learning goals. Students become responsible users of 

technology as they learn about Internet safety and appropriate online behavior. 

Ed Tech and Online Learning 2 

Grade 2 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In this course, students use appropriate technology tools and resources to complete projects, and 

solve problems. Students use software to draw, write, organize, and present information and data. 

Students learn listening and organizational skills and set attainable learning goals. Students 

become responsible users of technology as they learn about Internet safety and appropriate online 

behavior.  

 

Ed Tech and Online Learning 3 

Grade 3 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In this course, students use appropriate technology tools and resources to complete projects, 

manage information, and solve problems. Students use software to write, organize, analyze, and 

present information and data. Students learn listening and organizational skills and set attainable 
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learning goals. Students become responsible users of technology as they learn about Internet 

safety and appropriate online behavior.  

Ed Tech and Online Learning 4 

Grade 4 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In this course, students use appropriate technology tools and resources to complete projects, 

manage information, and solve problems. Students use software to write, organize, analyze, and 

present information and data. Students learn listening and organizational skills and set attainable 

learning goals. Students become responsible users of technology as they learn about Internet 

safety, appropriate online behavior, and effective search and website evaluation strategies.  

Ed Tech and Online Learning 5 

Grade 5 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In this course, students use appropriate technology tools and resources to complete projects, 

manage information, and solve problems. Students use software to write, organize, analyze, and 

present information and data. Students learn listening and organizational skills and set attainable 

learning goals. Students become responsible communicators and users of technology as they learn 

about intellectual property, Internet safety, and effective search and evaluation strategies.  

Elementary Chinese I and II 

Grades 3-5 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Students learn Mandarin Chinese through conversations with a native speaker. Cultural 

explorations lead students to make connections between their cultures and those of people in the 

Mandarin-speaking world. These introductory courses use many interactive components to 

engage students with the Chinese language and culture. Courses require a headset and 

microphone, which is compatible with the computer being used for the course. Equipment is not 

provided.  

Experiencing Music I, II, III 

Grade K-2 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Introducing younger students to the basic components of music: melody and rhythm. Students 

use these components to explore their own voices by creating beats and rhythms. In addition, 

students use critical-listening skills to analyze music they hear as they participate in interactive 

experiences. With audio, visual, and interactive technologies, these courses provide a unique and 

advanced learning experience for students in these grades. 

 

Home Life 

Grades 1-5 One  Semester Prerequisite: None 

In this course, students select from a number of projects that develop skills through fun, 

experiential learning projects. Activities include cooking, crafts, sewing, home maintenance, 

family outings, and genealogy. Projects feature photography as well as textiles and clothing. 

Physical Education 1 
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Grade 1 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Physical Education activities include yoga, participating in a team or individual sport, and 

Connexus’ own fitness program.  

Physical Education 2 

Grade 2 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Physical Education activities include yoga, participating in a team or individual sport, and 

Connections Academy’s own fitness program.  

Physical Education 3 

Grade 3 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Students enhance their personal fitness through daily participation in a variety of fitness plans, 

including yoga, an individual or team sport, or Connections Academy’s fitness plan.  

Physical Education 4 

Grade 4 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Students participate in a variety of activities that are designed to enhance personal fitness. 

Students choose from a variety of fitness plans including yoga, participating in an individual or 

team sport, or Connections Academy’s fitness plan. Students track their participation and 

progress through the Activity Tracker.  

Physical Education 5 

Grade 5 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Students participate in a variety of activities that are designed to enhance personal fitness. 

Students choose from a variety of fitness plans including yoga, participating in an individual or 

team sport, or Connections Academy’s fitness plan. Students track their participation and 

progress through the Activity Tracker.  

WebQuest 

Grades 1-5 One  Semester Prerequisite: None 

This interactive elective allows students to participate in a unique online experience. The course 

is primarily based on students’ collecting, submitting, and tracking their own data. In addition, 

students are able to share the collected information with other students online. 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL COURSES 

 

Language Arts  

Gifted and Talented Language Arts 6 

Grade 6 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Approval 

In Gifted and Talented Language Arts 6, the student works at an accelerated pace, while engaging 

in more complex and challenging instructional activities. Each unit focuses on a central question; 

the student will read, analyze, and interpret a variety of literature that informs his perspective 

about questions such as: What brings out the best in you?, What’s fair and what’s not?, and What 
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makes you who you are? The student will develop his reading skills and expand his vocabulary 

while reading across the genres of nonfiction, fiction, poetry, and drama. The student will also self 

select literature for independent reading and choose either Journey to Topaz or Travels with 

Charley as his novel unit. The student will strengthen his mastery of the writing process and the 

six traits of writing as he composes personal, creative, and persuasive writing. In the second 

semester, as the student reads, analyzes, and interprets a variety of literature, the student will 

ponder answers to central questions such as: What makes a hero?, What can I learn from my 

mistakes?, and What makes a friend? The student will further develop his reading skills and 

expand his vocabulary while reading across the genres of nonfiction, fiction, poetry, and drama. 

The student will also self select literature for independent reading and choose either Walk Two 

Moons or Esperanza Rising as his novel unit. The student will strengthen his mastery of the 

writing process and the six traits of writing as he composes expository, creative, and research 

writing. 

Language Arts 6 

Grade 6 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In sixth grade, through the study of authors such as Elizabeth Partridge, Gary Soto, and Langston 

Hughes, students ponder such questions as “Is conflict always bad?”; “How do we decide who we 

are?”; and “How much do our communities shape us?” Short-term research engages students’ 

curiosity and critical-thinking skills. Students are encouraged to support their ideas with evidence 

as they practice narrative, informative, and persuasive writing. In the second semester, the 

student will continue to explore central questions in each unit. As he reads, analyzes, and 

interprets a variety of literature, he will ponder answers to questions such as: What makes a hero?, 

What can I learn from my mistakes?, and What makes a friend? The student will further develop 

his reading skills and expand his vocabulary while reading across the genres of nonfiction, fiction, 

poetry, and drama. The student will also self select literature for independent reading and choose 

either Walk Two Moons or Esperanza Rising as his novel unit. The student will strengthen his 

mastery of the writing process and the six traits of writing as he composes expository, creative, 

and research writing. 

Gifted and Talented Language Arts 7 

Grade 7 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Approval 

In Gifted and Talented Language Arts 7 A, the student will work at an accelerated pace while 

engaging in more complex and challenging instructional activities. Each unit focuses on a central 

question; and the student will read, analyze, and interpret a variety of literature that informs his 

perspective about questions such as the following: "How can we become who we want to be?", 

"Who can we really count on?", and "Who influences us and how do they do so?" The student will 

develop his reading skills and expand his vocabulary while reading across the genres of nonfiction, 

fiction, poetry, and drama. He will also select literature for independent reading and choose either 

The Watsons Go to Birmingham–1963 or The Liberation of Gabriel King as his novel unit. The 

student will strengthen his mastery of the writing process and the six traits of writing as he 

composes personal, creative, and persuasive writing. In the second semester, the student will 

continue to work at an accelerated pace while engaging in more complex and challenging 
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instructional activities. As he reads, analyzes, and interprets a variety of literature, the student 

will ponder answers to central questions such as following: "Is progress always good?", "Why do 

we share our stories?", and "What is a community?" The student will further develop his reading 

skills and expand his vocabulary while reading across the genres of nonfiction, fiction, poetry, and 

drama. He will also select literature for independent reading and choose either Dragonwings or 

Where the Mountain Meets the Moon as his novel unit. The student will strengthen his mastery 

of the writing process and the six traits of writing as he composes creative, descriptive, and 

research writing. 

Language Arts 7 

Grade 7 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In Language Arts 7 A, each unit focuses on a central question; the student will read, analyze, and 

interpret a variety of literature that informs his perspective about questions such as: How can I 

become who I want to be?, Who can I really count on?, and Who influences me and how do they 

do so? The student will develop his reading skills and expand his vocabulary while reading across 

the genres of nonfiction, fiction, poetry, and drama. The student will also self select literature for 

independent reading and choose either The Watsons Go to Birmingham–1963 or The Liberation 

of Gabriel King as his novel unit. The student will strengthen his mastery of the writing process 

and the six traits of writing as he composes personal, creative, and persuasive writing. In the 

second semester, the student will continue to explore central questions in each unit. As the 

student reads, analyzes, and interprets a variety of literature, he will ponder answers to questions 

such as: Is progress always good?, Why do people share their stories?, and What is a community? 

The student will further develop his reading skills and expand his vocabulary while reading across 

the genres of nonfiction, fiction, poetry, and drama. The student will also self select literature for 

independent reading and choose either Dragonwings or Where the Mountain Meets the Moon as 

his novel unit. The student will strengthen his mastery of the writing process and the six traits of 

writing as he composes creative, descriptive, and research writing. 

Gifted and Talented Language Arts 8 

Grade 8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Approval 

In Gifted and Talented Language Arts 8 A, the student will work at an accelerated pace while 

engaging in more complex and challenging instructional activities. Each unit focuses on a central 

question; and the student will read, analyze, and interpret a variety of literature that informs his 

perspective about questions such as the following: "Which is more important, the journey or the 

destination?", "What do you do when you don’t know what to do?", and "How do you stay true to 

yourself?" The student will develop his reading skills and expand his vocabulary while reading 

across the genres of nonfiction, fiction, poetry, and drama. He will also select literature for 

independent reading and choose either Johnny Tremain or My Brother Sam is Dead as his novel 

unit. The student will strengthen his mastery of the writing process and the six traits of writing as 

he composes personal, creative, and persuasive writing. In the second semester, the student will 

continue to work at an accelerated pace while engaging in more complex and challenging 

instructional activities. As he reads, analyzes, and interprets a variety of literature, the student 

will ponder answers to questions such as the following: "How do you keep from giving up when 



Oxford Virtual Academy 2016-

2017 

 

 41 

 

Course Catalog 

bad things happen?", What’s worth fighting for? What’s not?", and "What is the American 

dream?" The student will further develop his reading skills and expand his vocabulary while 

reading across the genres of nonfiction, fiction, poetry, and drama. He will also select literature 

for independent reading and choose either The Giver or Ella Minnow Pea as his novel unit. The 

student will strengthen his mastery of the writing process and the six traits of writing as he 

composes creative, persuasive, and research writing. 

Language Arts 8 

Grade 8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In Language Arts 8 A, each unit focuses on a central question; the student will read, analyze, and 

interpret a variety of literature that informs his perspective about questions such as: Which is 

more important, the journey or the destination?, What do you do when you don’t know what to 

do?, and How do you stay true to yourself? The student will develop his reading skills and expand 

his vocabulary while reading across the genres of nonfiction, fiction, poetry, and drama. The 

student will also self select literature for independent reading and choose either Johnny Tremain 

or My Brother Sam Is Dead as his novel unit. The student will strengthen his mastery of the 

writing process and the six traits of writing as he composes personal, creative, and persuasive 

writing. In the second semester, the student will continue to explore central questions in each 

unit. As the student reads, analyzes, and interprets a variety of literature, he will ponder answers 

to questions such as: How do you keep from giving up when bad things happen?, What’s worth 

fighting for? What’s not?, and What is the American dream? The student will further develop his 

reading skills and expand his vocabulary while reading across the genres of nonfiction, fiction, 

poetry, and drama. The student will also self select literature for independent reading and choose 

either The Giver or Ella Minnow Pea as his novel unit. The student will strengthen his mastery of 

the writing process and the six traits of writing as he composes creative, persuasive, and research 

writing. 

 

Math 

Gifted and Talented Math 6 (Pre-Algebra) 

Grade 6 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Approval 

In this course, the student will be introduced to basic algebraic principles. The student will review 

properties of expressions and integers. The student will solve one-step equations and inequalities 

with positive and negative integers, decimals, fractions, and exponents. Then the student will 

explore problems involving operations of fractions and will apply knowledge of algebra to solve 

real-world ratio, proportion, and percentage problems. Finally, the student will examine and 

evaluate two-step and multi-step equations and inequalities. In the second semester, the student 

will explore basic algebraic principles. The student will examine and evaluate two-step and multi-

step equations and inequalities and then explore and use graphs to solve linear relations and 

functions. Next, the student will explore basic concepts of geometry including angle relationships, 

parallel lines, polygons, circles, and transformations. Next, the student will apply knowledge of 

geometry and algebra to solve area and volume problems. Then the student will explore nonlinear 
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functions and polynomials. Finally, the student will examine properties of right triangles, data 

analysis, and probability. 

Math 6 

Grade 6 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In this course, the student will use the four operations with decimals, fractions, and integers. The 

student will study patterns and variables as a precursor to solving equations and inequalities. The 

study of number theory will help the student understand divisibility, prime numbers, factors, and 

multiples. The student will learn about ratios, proportions, and percents and apply them in scale 

drawings. In the second semester, the student will explore the foundations of geometry, such as 

classifying polygons, and use measurement skills to find the perimeter, area, and volume of 

geometric figures. Then the student will study basic probability and explore permutations. By the 

end of the course, the student will work with integers using all four operations, solve equations 

and inequalities, and solve problems using the Pythagorean Theorem. 

Essential Math 6 

Grade 6 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In Essential Math 6, students use the four mathematical operations with decimals, fractions, and 

integers. Patterns and variables  are studied as a precursor to solving equations and inequalities. 

Students learn number theory to help them understand divisibility, prime numbers, factors, and 

multiples. They also learn about ratios, proportions, and percents and apply them to scale 

drawings. The course also covers basic statistics and the fundamentals of geometry.  

Gifted and Talented Math 7 (Algebra 1) 

Grade 7 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Approval 

This course is the first of two that comprise Algebra 1. In this course the student will gain a 

foundational understanding of the real number system, expressions, equations, and inequalities. 

The student will be taught to solve simple and multi-step equations and inequalities, and to 

represent those solutions graphically. In addition, students will be taught about functions that are 

either linear or nonlinear in nature, and represent those functions on the coordinate plane. 

Finally, the student will solve systems of equations and inequalities and represent those solutions 

graphically. In the second semester, the student will learn how to identify and solve polynomial 

equations using a variety of methods including factoring. The student will also learn how to work 

with quadratic functions and equations and represent both of those on a coordinate plane. 

Students will work with and solve both radical and rational expressions and equations. Finally, 

the student will be introduced to statistics and learn to how use data to apply to probability 

problems in theory in and real-world scenarios. In the second semester, the student will use 

virtual manipulatives and tools to explore area, surface area, and volume, and study the concept 

of similarity as it relates to various figures.  

Math 7 

Grade 7 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In this course, the student will use the four operations with decimals, fractions, and integers to 

solve equations and inequalities. The student will simplify expressions with exponents and 
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rational numbers. In the study of number theory, the student will further strengthen his skills as 

he solves problems involving factors and multiples by using divisibility tests and prime 

factorization. The student will apply ratios, rates, proportions, and scale drawings to solve various 

problems and then solve percent problems, including percent of change and commission.  

Essential Math 7 

Grade 7 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Essential Math 7 reinforces students’ understanding of mathematical concepts in  preparation 

for higher-level courses. Students  learn to create, analyze, and interpret graphs in their study of 

statistics. Geometry continues to be explored, with students classifying polygons and using 

measurement skills to find the perimeter, area, and volume of geometric figures. In addition to 

learning basic probability and permutations, students begin their algebra studies with solving 

equations and inequalities.  

Gifted and Talented Math 8 (Geometry) 

Grade 8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Approval 

Throughout the course, the student will use virtual manipulatives and tools to explore the 

principles of logic, proofs, and constructions. The student will use the midpoint and distance 

formulas to solve a variety of problems involving the coordinate plane. The student will also study 

parallel and perpendicular lines, including special angle pairs. The student will use triangle 

concepts to find angle measures, prove triangles congruent, and discover relationships within one 

and two triangles. This course will conclude with the study of polygons and quadrilaterals, during 

which the student will learn the properties and formulas to find angle measures and classify 

parallelograms. Throughout the course, the student will learn concepts through a variety of 

instructional strategies, solve real-world applications, and complete an assortment of activities. 

In the second semester, the student will use Trigonometry and right triangle concepts, such as 30-

60-90, 45-45-90, and the Pythagorean Theorem to solve problems. The student will also be 

introduced to vectors and learn to solve problems involving magnitude and direction. In addition, 

the student will study transformation concepts, such as translations, reflections, rotations, and 

dilations as well as concepts associated with symmetry. The student will learn to use formulas to 

find the areas of a variety of two-dimensional shapes. This course concludes with an exploration 

of concepts related to circles, such as arcs, angles, and intersecting lines such as chords, secants, 

and tangents. 

Pre-Algebra 

Grade 8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In this course, the student will be introduced to basic algebraic principles. The text, Prentice Hall 

Mathematics: Pre-Algebra, provides the basis for the course content. The student will solve 

equations and inequalities with positive and negative integers, decimals], and fractions. The 

student will then use the algebra skills to work with ratios, proportions, and percents. In the 

second course, the student will explore basic algebraic principles. Students will also examine and 

evaluate two-step and multi-step equations and inequalities and then explore and use graphs to 

solve linear relations and functions. Next, the students will be introduced to basic concepts of 

geometry including angle relationships, parallel lines, polygons, circles, and transformations. The 
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student will continue to apply his knowledge of geometry and algebra to solve area and volume 

problems. Then the student will explore nonlinear functions and polynomials. Finally, the student 

will examine properties of right triangles, data analysis, and probability. 

 

Science 

Gifted and Talented Science 6 

Grade 6 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Approval 

The Middle School Gifted and Talented program consists of stand-alone, project-based, semester-

long courses. The theme-based courses have simultaneous threads to develop skills for proposing, 

creating, and presenting projects as well as to explore scientific topics related to the course theme. 

Students will get involved with people in their community as they complete their projects and set 

a goal for making a difference and having a positive impact in their hometown. The second 

semester of each course will give students a chance to delve further into the course theme, their 

specific project, or both. The sixth grade theme is Supporting Sustainability. Students will focus 

on such topics as renewable resources, human impact on the environment, and finding a 

sustainable balance between supply and demand. 

Science 6 

Grade 6 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Welcome to Science 6, an innovative course based on the framework for the Next Generation 

Science standards (NGSS). NGSS focuses on science and engineering practices; Earth, life and 

physical science core ideas; and fundamental crosscutting concepts vital to relating the various 

fields of science and developing a scientific world view. The course provides the student 

opportunities to engage in inquiry-based investigations, STEM (Science Technology Engineering 

Mathematics) projects, and other dynamic activities. Hands-on and online activities encourage 

the student to make connections, collaborate, and reflect on his or her learning. 

Gifted and Talented Science 7 

Grade 7 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Approval 

The Middle School Gifted and Talented program consists of stand-alone, project-based, semester-

long courses. The theme-based courses have simultaneous threads to develop skills for proposing, 

creating, and presenting projects as well as to explore scientific topics related to the course theme. 

The student will get involved with people in the community as the student completes projects and 

sets a goal for making a difference and having a positive impact in the student's hometown. The 

second semester of each course will give the student a chance to delve further into the course 

theme or further into a specific project or both. The seventh grade theme is “Citizen Science.” The 

student will investigate science-related issues in hometown communities which might include 

public green space, recycling programs, power sources, and development plans which might 

impact existing populations of people and animals. 

Science 7 

Grade 7 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 
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Welcome to Science 7, an innovative course based on the framework for the Next Generation 

Science standards (NGSS). NGSS focuses on science and engineering practices; Earth, life and 

physical science core ideas; and fundamental crosscutting concepts vital to relating the various 

fields of science and developing a scientific world view. The course provides the student 

opportunities to engage in inquiry-based investigations, STEM (Science Technology Engineering 

Mathematics) projects, and other dynamic activities. Hands-on and online activities encourage 

the student to make connections, collaborate, and reflect on his or her learning. 

Gifted and Talented Science 8 

Grade 8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Approval 

Our Middle School Gifted and Talented program consists of stand-alone, project-based, semester-

long courses. The theme-based courses have simultaneous threads to develop skills for proposing, 

creating, and presenting projects as well as to explore scientific topics related to the course theme. 

Students will get involved with people in their community as they complete their projects and set 

a goal for making a difference and having a positive impact in their hometown. The second 

semester of each course will give students a chance to delve further into the course theme or 

further into their specific project or both. The eighth grade theme is “Engineering a Better World.” 

Students will see the practical applications of science through the field of engineering. While 

exploring the design of an ergonomic device or learning how sports equipment is made more 

efficient or delving into ways buildings and highways are made safer, students may become 

interested in a future career path. 

Science 8  

Grade 8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Welcome to Science 8, an innovative course based on the framework for the Next Generation 

Science standards (NGSS). NGSS focuses on science and engineering practices; Earth, life and 

physical science core ideas; and fundamental crosscutting concepts vital to relating the various 

fields of science and developing a scientific world view. The course provides the student 

opportunities to engage in inquiry-based investigations, STEM (Science Technology Engineering 

Mathematics) projects, and other dynamic activities. Hands-on and online activities encourage 

the student to make connections, collaborate, and reflect on his or her learning. 

 

Social Studies 

Social Studies 6 

Grade 6 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Ancient civilizations are the main focus in sixth grade Social Studies. Students begin the course 

by examining the role of a historian and analyzing the tools (timelines, geography, and evaluation 

of multiple sources) a historian uses to analyze historical events. Then, students learn about the 

agrarian revolution as societies moved from hunting and gathering to farming. Students trace the 

development of various ancient civilizations, including China, India, Mesopotamia, Egypt, 

Greece, and Rome. Students practice critical thinking by interpreting primary sources and 

studying history through eyewitness accounts. In the second semester, students progress to more 
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sophisticated work in this course, including the use of electronic media and software to apply 

academic concepts in the creation of meaningful organizers, projects and presentations. Students 

locate, retrieve and evaluate data in order to construct and analyze databases. Students produce 

presentations on Internet safety, online predators, and cyberbullying. At the end of the course, 

students become effective communicators and collaborators as they plan, evaluate and synthesize 

research emphasizing current issues with technology. 

Social Studies 7 

Grade 7 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In this course, students study the political, economic, and social changes from the fifth century to 

modern times. Students make connections between historical events, such as the rise and fall of 

empires and the rise of democracy, and understand long-term changes and recurring patterns in 

world history. Students complete a comprehensive study of the history, geography, nations, and 

cultures of North and South America, and they also hone their social studies skills by reading 

primary source documents, forming historical hypotheses, and drawing conclusions to the facts 

presented. 

Social Studies 8  

Grade 8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Social Studies 8 examines the American experience from pre-colonial times through 

Reconstruction following the Civil War. U.S. political, economic, and social history is explored 

from a chronological point of view with lessons that develop the students’ abilities to analyze, 

interpret, and evaluate different forms of information. Throughout the course, students make 

connections between historical events and their impact on the American people and landscape. 

 

 

 

Electives 

Art 6 

Grade 6 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course focuses on how students can identify art in everyday life and in their surroundings. 

Students discover art forms from the items they find on their person, in their home, and in the 

community. They complete art history, art criticism, and art production activities with an 

American art focus. Through a variety of media, students create two- and three-dimensional art 

projects, emphasizing drawing, design, and functionality. 

Art 7 

Grade 7 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

The seventh grade Art course focuses on the visual arts as a form of personal expression. Students 

explore the basics of art, including the methods and themes of expression. This course has strong 

ties to social studies and a strong emphasis on drawing and painting techniques. 
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Art 8 

Grade 8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Students in eighth grade Art learn how visual art influences people and places, and alternatively, 

how people and places influence the world of art. Students make connections between art from 

across time and location as they create their own art meant to influence ideas, actions, or 

environments. 

Business Keyboarding 

Grade 7-8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In this course, the student will explore a variety of keyboarding strategies including learning the 

function of all the keys, how to find them quickly, and the importance of keyboarding for his future 

career. Major concepts of this course include the alphabetic and numeric keyboard, history of the 

keyboard and new technology, and keyboard skill building (speed and accuracy). Note: This 

course contains applications that are not compatible with a Mac computer. The use of these 

applications is necessary for successful completion of this course.  

Educational Technology and Online Learning 6 

Grade 6 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Students progress to more sophisticated work in this course, including the use of electronic media 

and software to apply academic concepts in the creation of meaningful organizers, projects and 

presentations. Students locate, retrieve and evaluate data in order to construct and analyze 

databases. Students produce presentations on Internet safety, online predators, and 

cyberbullying. At the end of the course, students become effective communicators and 

collaborators as they plan, evaluate and synthesize research emphasizing current issues with 

technology. 

 

Educational Technology and Online Learning 7 

Grade 7 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Students progress to more sophisticated work in this course, including the use of electronic media 

and software to apply academic concepts in the creation of meaningful organizers, projects, and 

presentations. Students locate, retrieve, and evaluate data to construct and analyze databases. 

Students produce presentations on Internet safety, online predators, and cyber bullying. At the 

end of the course, students become effective communicators and collaborators as they plan, 

evaluate, and synthesize research emphasizing current issues with technology. 

Educational Technology and Online Learning 8 

Grade 8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Students progress to more sophisticated work in this course, including the use of electronic media 

and software to apply academic concepts in the creation of meaningful organizers, projects, and 

presentations. Students locate, retrieve, and evaluate data in order to construct and analyze 

databases. Students produce presentations on Internet safety, online predators, and 

cyberbullying. At the end of the course, students become effective communicators and 
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collaborators as they plan, evaluate, and synthesize research emphasizing current issues with 

technology. 

Exploring Music I, II, III 

Grade 6-8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This series of courses is designed to teach students fundamental musicianship skills approached 

from a Western classical style, while aligning to national music education standards. Through the 

use of virtual tools and an analysis of classical repertoire, students improve their rhythm, 

listening, notation, analysis, performance, and improvisation skills. With audio, visual, and 

interactive technologies provided by both The Juilliard School and Connexus by Pearson, the 

course provides a unique and advanced learning experience for students in grades 6–8.  

Health and Physical Education 6 

Grade 6 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Students who want to be fit but don’t know where to start are invited to join a diverse group of 

virtual classmates who help with exploring and understanding fitness and health. With the 

support of these virtual friends, students determine current personal fitness levels and learn to 

improve those levels. Students will also learn safety rules for exercise, how to create equipment 

from household items, how different activities target different body parts, how to set and reach a 

goal, and how to be good sports. Students will keep a log of physical fitness activities while 

exploring topics that include diversity in sports, nutrition, peer pressure, and making good 

choices. Coach Cardio helps measure growing fitness levels while students complete their 

projects. Each PE project leads to improved student understanding of personal skills and the 

environments in which activities are played. 

 

 

Health and Physical Education 7 

Grade 7 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Each community is full of fitness opportunities that enable students to achieve new levels of 

fitness through sports, dance, aquatics, and more. This course provides a foundation of 

knowledge, skills, and values students need to develop a physically active lifestyle. A friendly cast 

of course characters helps guide and enhance each student’s experience. Knowledge about safety 

rules for exercise, how to improve sports skills, how different activities target different body parts, 

and how to set goals are all part of student learning and participation. Activity choices are 

plentiful, leading to a healthy and physically active lifestyle. The Presidential Fitness Challenge 

encourages students to perform their best with a chance to earn the Presidential Fitness award. 

Students will keep a log of physical fitness activities while they explore topics such as diversity in 

sports, nutrition, peer pressure, and good decision-making. A few PE projects deepen students’ 

understanding of individual health and skill-related fitness and the world as it relates to games 

and sports. Students choose various activities to reach goals they may have only dreamed about.  

Health and Physical Education 8 
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Grade 8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Team sports, extreme sports, and outdoor sports are among the types of activities the student will 

learn about and participate in during this course. This interactive, highly animated course helps 

the student learn safety rules for exercise, how to improve skills, and how to establish and 

accomplish goals. It also provides an overview of many dual, team, extreme, and outdoor sports.  

Home Life 

Grade 6-8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Here, students select from a number of projects that develop skills through fun, experiential 

learning projects. Activities include cooking, crafts, sewing, home maintenance, family outings, 

and genealogy. Recently added projects include Lemonade Stand and Backyard Ecosystems.  

MS Digital Arts I 

Grade 7-8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In this course you will become familiar with basic concepts essentially to visual and digital art, 

such as line, shape, form, color, value, space, and texture. Using Inkscape, a free open-source 

program, you will also develop core artistic skills through the creation of original digital art. You 

will have the opportunity to express yourself as well through a course-long art project that involves 

the creation of a still life scene. 

MS Intro to Entrepreneurship  

Grade 7-8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In this course you will learn the basics needed to plan and launch your own business. Do you have 

what it takes to start a new business? Do you have an idea for a business but need the tools to get 

started? This course will provide you with the core skills you need to become successful. In this 

course you will study the characteristics of successful entrepreneurs. You will also learn about 

self-employment and basic economic concepts related to small businesses, such as competition 

and production. This course will also walk you through the steps of setting up a business, including 

developing a business plan, a mission and a vision, attracting investors, and marketing your 

company.  

WebQuest 

Grade 7-8   Two Semesters     Prerequisite: None 
This interactive elective allows students to participate in a unique online experience. The course 
is primarily based on student’s collecting, submitting, and tracking their own data. In addition, 
students are able to share the collected information with other students online. 
 

HIGH SCHOOL COURSES 

 

Language Arts 

English 9   

Grade 9 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 
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In this course, the student will take an in-depth look at a variety of literature selections. In 

reading and responding to these diverse selections, the student will gain a thorough 

understanding of fiction and nonfiction genres, including short stories, essays, poetry, and 

drama. The student will also read Jack London's The Call of the Wild. This selection enables the 

student to explore universal themes and make connections between the characters' experiences 

and his own. Harper Lee's To Kill a Mockingbird may be read instead of The Call of the Wild. 

Writing instruction focuses on analytical and expository writing but also provides opportunities 

for the student to write creatively. In the second semester, the student continues to explore a 

variety of literature selections from world literature, including well-known works. The student 

will learn strategies for reading epic poetry and study the characteristics of suspense stories. 

Also, the student will analyze the elements of drama as he reads William Shakespeare's Romeo 

and Juliet. George Orwell's Animal Farm may be read instead of Romeo and Juliet. Writing 

instruction focuses on analytical and expository writing including in-depth instruction in the 

process of writing a research paper. This project teaches the student to critically analyze primary 

and secondary sources and to effectively support his ideas with information gathered from 

outside sources.  

English 10   

Grade 10 Two Semesters Prerequisite: English 9 

In this course, the student will focus on the literary movements that comprise American literature, 

and trace the chronology of national literature from the early American and colonial period 

through the periods of Realism and Regionalism. In reading these diverse selections, the student 

will gain a thorough understanding of fiction, including short stories, poetry and drama; as well 

as nonfiction genres, including the oral tradition, seminal historical documents, and speeches. 

The student will also read Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee’s play The Night Thoreau Spent in 

Jail. Arthur Miller’s play The Crucible may be read instead of The Night Thoreau Spent in Jail. In 

reading these American plays and composing a dramatic scene, the student will understand 

drama in its historical and literary context. Writing instruction guides the student through the 

process of composing a descriptive essay and modeling the style of an American author. 

Throughout the course, the student expands his vocabulary in context. The mastery of both critical 

vocabulary and grammar skills helps the student become a more thoughtful and effective reader 

and writer. In the second semester, the student will focus on the literary movements that comprise 

American literature, and trace the chronology of national literature from the Modernist through 

the Contemporary period. In reading and responding to these diverse literature selections, the 

student will gain a thorough understanding of a myriad of fiction and nonfiction genres, including 

short stories, essays, poetry, drama, memoirs, and autobiographies. The student will also read F. 

Scott Fitzgerald’s novel The Great Gatsby. Ernest Hemingway’s novella The Old Man and the Sea 

may be read instead of The Great Gatsby. In reading these American literature selections, the 

student will understand longer works of literature in their historical and literary context. Writing 

instruction guides the student through the process of composing a literary analysis and a research 

paper. Throughout the course, the student expands his vocabulary in context. The mastery of both 

critical vocabulary and grammar skills helps the student become a more thoughtful and effective 

reader and writer. 
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English 11   

Grade 11 Two Semesters Prerequisite: English 10 

In this course, the student will take an in-depth look at early British literature from 449 to 1798 

and will examine literary forms including the epic, poetry, drama, and the essay. The student will 

also read longer selections of literature that are representative of the historical setting, including 

Shakespeare's Macbeth. The student will read to gain an understanding and appreciation of the 

historical context from which the literature arose. Vocabulary development and mastery of critical 

grammar and communication skills prepare the student for writing creative narratives, and 

expository and persuasive essays. In the second semester, the student continues to explore a 

variety of literature selections from British literature, including well-known works. The student 

will learn strategies for reading lyric poetry and study the characteristics of reflective essays. The 

student will analyze poetry, short stories, and essays from the Romantic Period, Victorian Age, 

and Modern Era and will determine how the historical context affected the thematic material and 

writing style from each era. Writing instruction focuses on literary analysis, including in-depth 

instruction in the process of writing a research paper. This project teaches the student to critically 

analyze primary and secondary sources and to effectively support his ideas with information 

gathered from outside sources. 

English 12   

Grade 12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: English 11 

In this course, the student will explore the timeless themes of world literature, including works 

from the Americas, Europe, and Africa. In reading these diverse selections, the student will gain 

a thorough understanding of fiction genres, including classics, contemporary fiction, poetry, and 

drama. The student will also read Mark Twain’s  Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. John 

Steinbeck’s novella Of Mice and Men may be read instead of  Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. In 

reading these American literature selections and creating a multimedia presentation, the student 

will understand longer works of literature in their historical and literary context. Writing 

instruction guides the student through the process of composing expository and analytical essays. 

It also provides opportunities for the student to write creatively; the student will compose a short 

story and poem. Throughout the course, the student expands his vocabulary in context. The 

mastery of both critical vocabulary and grammar skills helps the student become a more 

thoughtful and effective reader and writer. In the second semester, the student will continue to 

explore the timeless themes of world literature, including works from Europe, the Middle East, 

Asia, and the Pacific Rim. In reading these diverse selections, the student will gain a thorough 

understanding of fiction genres, including classics, contemporary fiction, poetry, and drama. The 

student will also read Oscar Wilde’s play The Importance of Being Earnest. George Bernard 

Shaw’s play Pygmalion may be read instead of The Importance of Being Earnest. In reading these 

British plays and composing a dramatic scene, the student will understand drama in its historical 

and literary context. Writing instruction guides the student through the process of composing a 

descriptive portrait, a research paper, and a persuasive speech. Throughout the course, the 

student expands his vocabulary in context. The mastery of both critical vocabulary and grammar 

skills helps the student become a more thoughtful and effective reader and writer. 
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Mathematics 

Algebra I   

Grades 8-10 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Pre-Algebra 

This course is the first of two that comprise Algebra 1. In this course, the student will gain a 

foundational understanding of the real number system, expressions, equations, and inequalities. 

The student will be taught to solve simple and multi-step equations and inequalities and represent 

those solutions graphically. In addition, students will explore linear or nonlinear functions and 

represent those functions on the coordinate plane. Finally, the student will solve systems of 

equations and inequalities and represent those solutions graphically. Throughout the course, 

problem solving, critical thinking, and real-world application of mathematical concepts will be 

required. The second part of a two-part sequence covering Algebra 1. The student will use his 

knowledge of real number operations, expressions, equations, inequalities, and functions to solve 

algebra concepts. This course will introduce the student to exponents and use those exponent 

rules to solve exponential functions. The student will learn how to identify and solve polynomial 

equations using a variety of methods including factoring. The student will also learn how to work 

with quadratic functions and equations and represent both of those on a coordinate plane. 

Students will work with and solve both radical and rational expressions and equations. Finally, 

the student will be introduced to statistics and learn to how use data to apply to probability 

problems in theory in and real-world scenarios. Throughout the course, problem solving, critical 

thinking, and real-world application of mathematical concepts will be required. 

Algebra II    

Grades 9-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Algebra I, Geometry 

In this first semester of Algebra 2, the student will review and expand on his learning from Algebra 

1. The beginning units will focus mostly on the equation and the inequality. The student will write, 

solve, and graph these in a variety of real-world scenarios. The last few units will focus on types 

of functions. The student will continue his study of quadratic and radical functions from Algebra 

1, but will expand this to include exponential and logarithmic functions. As before, the student 

will write, solve, and graph these functions. Use of a graphing calculator is encouraged. In the 

second semester of Algebra 2, the student will strengthen his algebraic problem-solving abilities 

and deepen his understanding of mathematics. The student will, among other things, explore 

cross-sections of three-dimensional figures, calculate probabilities, and perform operations on 

matrices. The course will conclude with an introduction to trigonometry and its associated 

functions. 

Calculus   

Grades 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Algebra II 

Calculus A introduces limits, differentiation, and applications of differentiation. The student will 

find and evaluate finite and infinite limits graphically, numerically, and analytically. The student 

will find derivatives using a variety of methods including the chain rule and implicit 

differentiation. Then the student will use the first derivative test and the second derivative test to 

analyze and sketch functions. Finally, the student will find derivatives using a variety of methods 
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including substitution. The use of a graphing calculator is considered an integral part of the course 

and the student will use a graphing calculator throughout this course. The second semester 

introduces integration of functions, differential equations, and applications of integration. The 

student will calculate antiderivatives using a variety of methods including substitution. The 

student will evaluate integrals using a variety of methods including numerical integration. Then 

the student will understand and apply Riemann sums, definite integrals, and the Fundamental 

Theorem of Calculus. In particular, the student will differentiate and integrate logarithmic, 

exponential, and inverse trigonometric functions. The student will solve simple differential 

equations, which can be solved by separation of variables, and use the calculations to solve applied 

problems. The student will use integration to determine the area between two curves, volume, and 

surface area. Finally, the student will apply integration to determine work, center of mass, and 

fluid force. 

Geometry   

Grades 8-11 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Algebra I 

Throughout the course, the student will use virtual manipulatives and tools to explore the 

principles of logic, proofs, and constructions. The student will use the midpoint and distance 

formulas to solve a variety of problems involving the coordinate plane. The student will also study 

parallel and perpendicular lines, including special angle pairs. The student will use triangle 

concepts to find angle measures, prove triangles congruent, and discover relationships within one 

and two triangles. This course will conclude with the study of polygons and quadrilaterals, during 

which the student will learn the properties and formulas to find angle measures and classify 

parallelograms. Throughout the course, the student will learn concepts through a variety of 

instructional strategies, solve real-world applications, and complete an assortment of activities. 

In the second semester, the student will use virtual manipulatives and tools to explore area, 

surface area, and volume, and study the concept of similarity as it relates to various figures. The 

student will use Trigonometry and right triangle concepts, such as 30-60-90, 45-45-90, and the 

Pythagorean Theorem to solve problems. The student will also be introduced to vectors and learn 

to solve problems involving magnitude and direction. In addition, the student will study 

transformation concepts, such as translations, reflections, rotations, and dilations as well as 

concepts associated with symmetry. The student will learn to use formulas to find the areas of a 

variety of two-dimensional shapes. This course concludes with an exploration of concepts related 

to circles, such as arcs, angles, and intersecting lines such as chords, secants, and tangents. 

Throughout the course, the student will learn concepts through a variety of instructional 

strategies, solve real-world applications, and complete an assortment of activities. 

Pre-Calculus   

Grades 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Algebra II 

This course is an in-depth study of functions and a review of algebraic, geometric, and 

trigonometric principles and techniques. Students investigate and explore the characteristics of 

linear, polynomial, and trigonometric functions, and use graphing calculators to solve and 

evaluate various functions, equations, and inequalities. In the second semester, Precalculus 

examines vectors and parametric equations, complex numbers, and exponential and logarithmic 
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functions. The final unit introduces students to the fundamentals of calculus. Mathematical 

reasoning and problem solving skills are stressed as students prepare for future high school or 

college coursework in calculus. 

Statistics   

Grades 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Algebra II 

In this course, the student will become familiar with the vocabulary, method, and meaning in the 

statistics, which exist in the world around them. This is an applied course in which students 

actively construct their own understanding of the methods, interpretation, communication, and 

application of statistics. Each unit is framed by enduring understandings and essential questions 

designed to allow students a deep understanding of the concepts at hand rather than 

memorization and emulation. The TI-83+/84 OR 89 calculator and computers will be used to 

explore the world of data and the patterns which can be found by analyzing this information as 

well as statistical relationships. General topics of study include exploring data, planning and 

design of a study, and anticipating patterns. 

 

Science 

Biology   

Grades 9-10 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In this course, the student will study the science of life. The student will explore the idea that living 

things are extremely diverse in form, yet are unified by certain core characteristics that they all 

share. In learning about these core characteristics, the student will be able to critically evaluate 

data and information related to biological problems, connect many ideas to the student's own life, 

and see the world in a new way. 

Chemistry   

Grades 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Algebra I 

Chemistry is a comprehensive course incorporating math support and problem-solving alongside 

the chemistry curriculum. The first course provides a foundation in elemental chemistry; students 

explore the atoms and elements, concepts in chemical bonding, and how atoms and elements react 

to one another. Visual learning and hands-on exercises help reinforce the concepts covered in 

Chemistry, which include the properties of matter, solutions, and energy. Students are also 

introduced to the principles of electrochemistry, organic chemistry, and nuclear chemistry. 

Earth Science 

Grades 9-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Students look at our planet’s place in the universe, at it’s composition, and at the many changes it 

may undergo. In addition, they study Earth’s history by comparing landforms, investigating the 

properties of rocks and minerals, analyzing weather patterns, and examining the relationships 

between the Earth, moon, and sun. 

Physical Science   

Grades 9-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 
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Students explore and learn the basic concepts of chemistry and physics. The chemistry-focused 

lessons extend prior knowledge of the properties, states, and structure of matter; explore the 

dynamics of chemical bonding and reactions; and introduce students to nuclear chemistry. The 

physics-focused lessons enable students to explore motion, force, work, power, energy, wave 

mechanics, electricity, magnetism, optics, and the electromagnetic spectrum. Additional content 

includes Earth science. Hands-on explorations and virtual simulations enhance students’ 

comprehension of key science concepts. 

Physics   

Grades 11-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Algebra II (Concurrently) 

The goal of physics is to describe the physical world using a small number of basic assumptions, 

concepts, and equations. In this course, emphasis is placed on relating physics to the everyday 

world. The student will explore the concepts involved with motion in one- and two-dimensions, 

forces, work and energy, momentum and collisions, circular motion and gravitation. The students 

will recognize the importance of the laws of thermodynamics. Approximately 40 percent of the 

course involves virtual laboratory investigations. Some activities will require ordinary household 

items such as rulers, meter sticks, balls or marbles, string, paper, and pencils. Physics A focuses 

on understanding motion. The student will learn kinematic equations and apply them to various 

situations. The student will explore forces, work, and energy and apply these concepts in the 

special case of circular motion. Heat and the laws of thermodynamics are covered. Physics B 

focuses on waves, in particular sound and light. Then the course moves to understanding 

electricity and magnetism and the relationship between the two. It concludes with a basic 

exploration of atomic physics. 

 

Social Studies 

Economics   

Grade 10-11 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

This course provides an introduction to macroeconomics and microeconomics and covers such 

basics as supply and demand, labor issues, financial markets, taxes, and international trade. 

Students also examine how capitalism and the global economy work. 

U.S. History   

Grade 9 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course will explore the growth of American society and the emergence of the United States 

as a world power. The course covers the significant developments in America's past from 

Reconstruction to World War I with a brief review of early settlement, colonization, and the 

development of America as an independent nation. The student will focus on American political, 

economic, and social history from a chronological point of view. Activities in this course are 

designed to develop the student's abilities to question, read, analyze, interpret, and evaluate 

different forms of information, as well as to communicate his or her ideas to others. Geography 

skills will be interwoven in the lessons, as the student makes connections between the evolution 

of America's geography and its historical impact. This course will continue the study of American 
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history, tracing the changes in American society from World War II through the present. This 

course will continue to follow the chronology of American political, economic, and social history. 

Every unit will provide practice with critical social studies skills, including analyzing primary 

sources, recognizing point of view, identifying cause and effect, evaluating different forms of 

information, and communicating ideas to others. Geography skills are interwoven in the lessons, 

as the student makes connections between the evolution of America's geography and its impact 

on historical events. 

World History   

Grade 11 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Comprehensive in scope, the World History courses begin with a review of ancient civilizations, 

and then moves through the emergence of modern nation-states, concluding with the Napoleonic 

Wars. Primary source documents bring the past to life, introducing students to people and 

cultures across the world and across time. The second semester starts with the Industrial 

Revolution and the social and technological changes that swept across Europe and North America. 

The advances and turmoil of the 20th century are studied in depth, and the course ends with the 

opportunities and challenges of today’s global networked society. 

 

AP Courses 

 

AP Art History   

Grades 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Counselor approval 

This course is designed to provide college-level instruction in art history and prepare students for 

the AP Art History exam. Students examine major forms of artistic expression from the past to 

the present and from a variety of cultures. They learn to look at works of art critically, with 

intelligence and sensitivity, and to articulate what they see or experience. 

AP Biology   

Grades 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Counselor approval 

This challenging course is designed to provide a college-level experience and prepare students for 

the AP Biology exam. Students are engaged in a wide variety of activities with substantial 

emphasis on interpreting and collecting data in virtual labs, writing analytical essays, and 

mastering biology concepts and connections. The key themes in the course include the scientific 

processes; the effects of science on technology and society; the chemistry and makeup of living 

organisms; and genetics, diversity, and evolution. 

AP Calculus AB   

Grades 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Counselor approval 

This college-level course covers such concepts as derivatives, integrals, limits, approximation, 

applications, and modeling. In the first semester, students begin by reviewing function notation, 

then exploring absolute value, piecewise, exponential, logarithmic, trigonometric, polynomial, 

and rational functions. After studying limits and continuity, students move on to concepts of 
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derivatives, including the chain rule, differentiation, implicit differentiation, and logarithmic 

differentiation. Toward the end of the course, students apply what they have learned to solve 

integration problems. This course effectively prepares students for the AP Calculus AB exam. 

AP Calculus BC   

Grades 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: AP Calculus AB 

This course, an extension of AP Calculus AB, emphasizes broad concepts and applicable methods. 

Students describe and analyze functions, limits, and graphs; calculate and apply derivatives; 

interpret and apply integrals; and study polynomial approximations and series. The course 

provides opportunities for students to apply concepts to real-world situations. This course 

effectively prepares students for the AP Calculus BC exam. 

AP Computer Science    

Grades 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Counselor approval 

Students develop the skills to write programs or parts of programs in order to correctly solve 

specific problems. There is an emphasis on the design issues that make programs understandable, 

adaptable, and, when appropriate, reusable. The development of useful computer programs and 

classes is used as a context for introducing other important concepts of computer science 

including the development and analysis of algorithms, the development and use of fundamental 

data structures, and the study of standard algorithms and typical applications. 

 

 

AP English Language and Composition   

Grades 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Counselor approval 

This course provides high school students with college-level instruction in language, rhetoric, and 

exposition. Students study and write various kinds of analytic and persuasive essays on literary 

and nonliterary topics. Students become skilled readers of prose written in various periods, 

disciplines, and rhetorical contexts. Both reading and writing are designed to make students 

aware of the interactions among a writer’s purposes, the audience’s expectations, and subjects, as 

well as the way writing conventions and language contribute to effectiveness in writing. This 

course effectively prepares students for the AP English Language and Composition exam by 

enabling them to read, comprehend, and write about complex texts while  developing further 

communication skills on a college level. 

AP English Literature and Composition   

Grades 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Counselor approval 

This course prepares high school students for the AP English Literature and Composition exam 

by providing them with college-level instruction in various kinds of analytic and persuasive essays 

on literary and nonliterary topics. Students become skilled readers of prose written in various 

periods, disciplines, and rhetorical contexts. Through their integrated reading and writing 

activities, students analyze and evaluate the interactions among a writer’s purposes, audience 
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expectations, and subjects, as well as the way writing conventions and language contribute to 

effectiveness in writing. 

AP Environmental Science 

Grades 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Counselor approval 

The goal of this course is to provide students with the scientific principles, concepts, and 

methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of the natural world, identify and 

analyze environmental problems that are natural and human-made, and prepare for the AP 

Environmental Science exam. Students evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems 

and examine alternative methods for resolving or preventing problems. Hands-on and virtual lab 

experiences support student content mastery. 

AP Human Geography 

Grades 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Counselor approval  

The course is designed to provide college-level instruction on the patterns and processes that 

impact the way humans understand, use, and change Earth’s surface. Students use geographic 

models, methods, and tools to examine human social organization and its effect on the world, and 

they are challenged to use maps and geographical data to discern spatial patterns and analyze 

changing interconnections among people and places. 

AP Macroeconomics 

Grades 10-12 One Semester Prerequisite: Counselor approval 

Students cover the overall economy and explore the gross domestic product (GDP) and other 

indicators. Students also examine inflation, unemployment, world trade patterns, and the role of 

the Federal Reserve. Working with a theoretical economy, they also use fiscal and monetary policy 

to create high employment and a higher standard of living. This course effectively prepares 

students for the AP Macroeconomics exam. 

AP Microeconomics 

Grades 10-12 One Semester Prerequisite: Counselor approval 

This course introduces the ways in which people make use of limited resources. Students examine 

supply and demand, factors of production, the roles of labor and management, the relationship 

between the environment and the economy, and the impact of government policies on individuals’ 

economic decisions. Students also study the stock market and trace the progress of various stocks. 

This course effectively prepares students for the AP Microeconomics exam 

AP Psychology 

Grades 10-12 One Semester Prerequisite: Counselor approval 

The equivalent of an introductory college course, this course includes an overview of current 

research methods and theories. Students explore therapies used by professionals and examine the 

way people learn and think. Human reactions, instincts, aggression, intimacy, altruism, and 

information retention are studied. The course prepares students for the AP Psychology exam. 

AP Spanish Language 

Grades 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Counselor approval 
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The main objective of this course is to develop students’ interpersonal communication skills and 

prepare them for the AP Spanish Language exam. Students develop a strong command of the 

Spanish language and become very proficient in reading, writing, and speaking. Students are 

exposed to Spanish literature, historical and current events, music, movies, radio, and television. 

AP Statistics 

Grades 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Counselor approval 

Students gain an understanding of the vocabulary, method, and meaning of statistics. They 

explore data and patterns found in the world around them by analyzing information and noting 

statistical relationships. They apply their knowledge to relevant, open-ended tasks requiring them 

to connect multiple statistical topics together. To demonstrate their comprehension, students 

actively construct experiments to understand, interpret, communicate, and apply statistical 

methods. General topics of study include planning and designing a study, anticipating patterns, 

and making statistical inferences. This course effectively prepares students for the AP Statistics 

exam. 

AP United States Government and Politics 

Grades 10-12 One Semester Prerequisite: Counselor approval 

Students survey the complex subjects of the U.S. government and politics. They make detailed 

analyses of the processes and institutions (both formal and informal) by which the political system 

functions and policy decisions are made. These analyses include the constitutional structure of 

government, participatory politics, the formal institutions of power (and extraconstitutional 

influences on them), as well as public policy and individual rights and liberties. This course 

effectively prepares students for the AP United States Government and Politics exam. 

AP United States History 

Grades 9-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Counselor approval 

Students are exposed to a broad body of historical knowledge as they prepare for the AP United 

States History exam. They are required to express their ideas clearly in writing, learn to interpret 

and apply data from original source documents, and identify less commonly represented points 

of view. In addition, students cover the exploration and colonization of America, the rise of 

nationalism and sectionalism, and events through the present day. 

 

General Electives 

3D Art I-Modeling   

Grades 10-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

This course introduces students to three-dimensional modeling tools and concepts. Using 

Blender, a popular open-source 3-D modeling package, students learn the basics of creating 

shapes, adding textures and lighting, and rendering. By the end of the course, students produce a 

series of increasingly sophisticated projects for their portfolio. This course is suitable for students 

with no prior experience in three-dimensional design or digital media authoring tools. 

Accounting I   
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Grades 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

This course provides students with an introduction to accounting concepts and principles, 

financial statements, internal control design, and accounting for partnerships. 

Accounting II   

Grades 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: Accounting II 

The student will build upon knowledge gained in Accounting I and continue to explore topics such 

as corporate accounting and financial statements, long-term liabilities, cash flow, financial 

statement analysis, managerial accounting, budgeting, and using financial data to make business 

decisions. 

Administrative Duties and Office 

Management   

Grades 9-12   One Semester     Prerequisite: None 
Students learn the skills and knowledge required to perform tasks in the administrative 

department of a medical office. Topics include, but are not limited to, receiving patients, 

scheduling appointments, handling medical records, and processing insurance claims. 

Anatomy & Physiology 

Grades 11-12 One Semester Prerequisite: Biology 

Students learn about anatomical structures and physiology of the human body. Body systems are 

discussed in terms of how each participates in homeostasis of the body. Students learn about 

selected major pathologies, including causes, symptoms, diagnostic procedures, and treatments, 

as well as common changes that occur through the life span. 

Art History   

Grades 9-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Students begin exploring the basic elements of art and its role in history through their 

examination of works from Paleolithic times to the Roman Empire. The goal is to enhance 

students’ understanding of ancient history and show how art reflects historical events. 

Business Communication   

Grades 10-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Students explore business communication, including letters, memos, electronic communication, 

written reports, oral presentations, and interpersonal communication. Resumes, application 

letters, interviewing tips, and employment follow-up are also covered. 

Business Information Systems   

Grades 10-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

This course introduces students to various information and communications technologies and 

explains how information systems are used to solve problems and make better business decisions. 

Business Keyboarding   

Grades 10-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 
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Students begin by learning the functions of all the keys, how to find them quickly, and the 

importance of keyboarding in virtually every career. They explore the alphabetic and numeric 

keyboard, study the history of the keyboard and new technology, and build their speed and 

accuracy. Students learn proper formatting for various academic and business documents and 

participate in discussions of business ethics. 

Business Law   

Grades 10-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Students explore principle areas of business law and topics such as torts, crimes, intellectual 

property, contracts, negotiable instruments, agency, employment, and forms of business 

organization. They learn rules of law and legal terminology, as well as legal solutions for business-

related issues. 

Career Exploration   

Grades 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

From writing an effective resumé to giving the perfect interview and succeeding at a chosen career, 

this course introduces students to a broad scope of future career opportunities and outlines steps 

to ensure 

 

 

Consumer Math   

Grades 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Algebra II 

In this course, the student will learn that money is lost or gained depending upon the information 

a consumer has to help him make informed decisions. Retailers, banks, and credit card companies 

may not provide consumers with all the information they need to make good decisions. By the end 

of this course, the student will understand the history of money, define fixed costs and 

discretionary spending, understand the importance of savings, and recognize the dangers of debt. 

This course will ask the student to look hard at his financial choices including spending patterns, 

purchasing motivations, and how to make some difficult decisions. In the second semester, 

students will continue to learn how to make good financial decisions. Retailers, banks, and credit 

card companies may not provide consumers with all the information they need to make good 

decisions. By the end of this course, the student will differentiate between secured and unsecured 

debt, learn how to create a budget, examine a credit report, and discover the best way to increase 

income and decrease expenses. This course will provide the student with the skills to make good 

financial decisions. 

Criminal Investigation   

Grades 10-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Students examine the process of identifying and arresting criminal suspects, types of crimes and 

offenses, and preparing for court. They study the history of criminal investigation and explore the 

relationship between investigation and the courtroom process by examining case studies. 
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Developmental Writing   

Grades 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

The student will explore the fundamental tools and techniques needed to write clear sentences, 

effective paragraphs, and well-organized essays for general education courses and employment 

settings. Using standard American English, the student will learn to organize, clarify, and 

communicate written ideas, as well as how to use correct sentence structure, grammar, and parts 

of speech in written communication. The student will also develop skills in revising and editing to 

clarify voice, tone, style, and mode 

Digital Arts I   

Grades 10-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Students learn basic concepts essential to visual and digital art such as line, shape, form, color, 

value, space, and texture. They use Inkscape, a vector drawing application, to create original 

digital art and also complete a still life scene for a course-long art project.  

Digital Photography   

Grades 10-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

This course covers both digital photography and graphic design. Students learn basic 

photographic concepts and composition skills, elements of graphic design, digital image editing, 

and special effects techniques. They also explore the fields of photography, advertising, and 

illustration as possible career choices. 

 

Earth Space Science 

Grades 9-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Why did early explorers risk their lives to reach the North Pole? Why does Earth look so beautiful 

when seen from space? What is really down at the bottom of the ocean? Discovering new things 

about Earth has been the dream of scientists and explorers for centuries. Today, it is your turn to 

continue that journey of discovery. Earth Space Science is a laboratory course focusing on the 

study of space and the geologic and atmospheric forces that shape the world. Through 

experimentation and investigation, the student will explore Earth cycles including the geosphere, 

hydrosphere, cryosphere, atmosphere, and the carbon cycle. The student will learn about 

scientific inquiry, geologic time, space exploration, the solar system, and the universe. The student 

will use web 2.0 tools, interactive experiences, higher-order thinking, collaborative projects, and 

real-world application through labs and a variety of assessments. Upon completion of the course, 

the student will have a clear understanding of the dynamic forces at work in the surrounding 

world, becoming better caretakers of planet Earth. 

Emergent Computer Technology   

Grades 10-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

In this course, students learn the basics of building safe websites including the use of hypertext 

markup language (HTML). They then plan their own sites and learn how to link and navigate 
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pages. As they progress to more complex design techniques, students also learn how graphics can 

make a site more attractive. 

Environmental Science   

Grades 9-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Environmental Science offers students the opportunity to understand the concepts fundamental 

to ecology and measures to prevent damage to the environment. Lessons in the A course review 

the scientific method, discuss biodiversity, and review earth processes, including the rain and 

carbon cycles. Students take a detailed look at the various types of pollution and study how to 

safeguard resources. In the second semester of Environmental Science, students learn about 

environmental programs and policies, including waste management and conservation. Students 

study the effect of environmental organizations as well as government agencies charged with 

protecting the environment. The final unit examines technology and its impact on the 

environment; topics include energy production, modern agriculture, and public land 

management. 

Explorations in Mathematics   

Grades 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Algebra II 

This course provides students with a foundation in fundamental mathematic concepts, allowing 

them to apply these concepts to real-world situations. Prime factorization and operations with 

rational numbers and integers are covered, establishing a solid base for the study of more complex 

math. In the second semester, students build on fundamental math concepts and examine 

integers and solving equations. Probability and statistics round out the course; students explore 

mean, mode, and median, as well as more advanced concepts, such as permutations and 

combinations. 

Game Design   

Grades 10-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

This course introduces students to the basic skills necessary for game design. Students study the 

various games in the industry, explore the processes and art of making game elements, and 

develop a prototype showing their understanding of the game design process. 

Geography and Society   

Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Students explore geography skills and principles as they examine several case studies with 

geographic implications. They gain understanding of the ways that geography influences the daily 

lives of people around the world. This course covers the concepts of physical geography, human 

and environmental interaction, human systems, and the movement of peoples and their culture. 

Health Fitness and Nutrition   

Grades 9-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course covers first aid, the benefits of good nutrition, and the dangers of alcohol and drug 

use. Students learn how to evaluate their own fitness and nutritional needs and how to make 

changes that lead to a healthier lifestyle over the long run. Also discussed are strategies for 

resisting peer pressure and ways fitness can influence self-image and overall well-being. 
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Human Resources Management   

Grades 10-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

The student will learn important human resource management skills used by business managers 

in day-to-day operations. While focusing on various aspects of human resource management and 

practices, problem-solving and critical-thinking skills are applied. 

Informational Technology: Preparing for the 

IC3   

Grades 11-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Counselor approval 

In this course, the student will gain an understanding of computing and common features of 

popular applications. The student will practice and apply computer skills needed in today’s 

academic and business environments including word processing, spreadsheet, and presentation 

applications. Skills needed for working in an Internet or networked environment are also covered. 

This course prepares the student for the three Internet and Computing Core Certification (IC3) 

tests. 

Introduction to Business   

Grades 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Students explore business in global society, learning terminology, concepts, systems, strategies, 

and current issues. Topics include the business environment, ethics, entrepreneurship and global 

business, management, marketing, production, information systems, and financial elements. 

 

Introduction to Computer Applications   

Grades 9-12   Two Semesters    Prerequisite: None 
This course helps students understand hardware, software, and operating systems. Topics include 

hardware features and commonly used business applications. Students learn the basics of creating 

a word processing document in Microsoft® Word®, a spreadsheet in Excel® , and PowerPoint®  

presentations. Internet safety skills are also covered including the effective use of search engines 

and respect for intellectual property rights. In addition, students create their own presentations 

on subjects such as cyberbullying. 

Introduction to Criminal Justice   

Grades 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Students explore law enforcement, the courts, and the correctional system. They study what crime 

is, how crime is measured, and theories of crime causation. They also examine issues and 

challenges within the criminal justice system and its future directions. 

Introduction to Early Childhood Education   

Grades 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

This course provides the historical, theoretical, and developmental foundations for educating 

young children, with emphasis on creating inclusive environments and curricula for diverse 

children and their families. Topics include historical influences, program types, guidance 

strategies, professionalism, current trends and issues, and advocacy. 
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Introduction to Entrepreneurship I and II   

Grades 9-12   Two Semesters    Prerequisite: None 
Students learn the basics to plan and launch their own business by studying successful 

entrepreneurs and basic economic concepts such as competition, production, setting up a 

business plan, and more. In course II, students continue to develop skills including setting goals, 

understanding financial concepts, working with others, and managing employees. 

Introduction to Finance   

Grades 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Students gain understanding of financial management, including key language and terminology, 

time-value of money, financial markets and securities, financial statements, financial analysis, 

risk and return, valuation of stocks and bonds, capital budgeting and valuation, cost of capital and 

capital structure, working capital management, dividend policy, and international finance. 

Students apply financial tools and understand how they impact financial decision making. 

Introduction to Homeland Security   

Grades 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

This course provides an overview of the elements involved in the homeland security function, as 

well as the challenges managers in government and industry can face while maintaining mission 

operations and staff accountability in the midst of multiple overlapping roles and responsibilities. 

The key functions of threat prevention, asset protection, crisis response, and operations recovery 

are addressed from a variety of perspectives. 

Introduction to Law   

Grades 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Students receive an overview of substantive and procedural areas of law and legal practice. They 

explore the legal profession, courts, ethics, sources of law, and alternative dispute resolution 

systems, and they analyze an application of law to factual circumstances. 

Introduction to Marketing   

Grades 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

In this Introduction to Marketing class, students will master the basics of marketing, including 

core concepts such as financing, pricing, distribution, product management, and more. 

Throughout the course they’ll learn about the basics of economics and economic systems, 

managing business finances accounting practices, operating a business in the global marketplace, 

generating business ideas and seeking out business opportunities, creating a business plan, and 

promoting and advertising a business. 

Introduction to Medical Assisting   

Grades 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Students explore the role of the medical assistant, including professionalism, duties and 

responsibilities, and medical specialties. Also included is information on medical law and ethics, 

office management, and compliance and regulatory issues affecting the role of the medical 

assistant. 
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Introduction to Paralegal Profession   

Grades 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

The student will explore the role of paralegals in the legal system, paralegal skills, legal working 

environments, ethical considerations, and career opportunities. The student is introduced to the 

sources of law, an overview of courts, and alternative dispute resolution systems. 

Introduction to Sociology   

Grades 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Students examine the sociological processes that underlie everyday life, focusing on globalization, 

cultural diversity, critical thinking, new technology, and the growing influence of mass media. 

Introductory Astronomy   

Grades 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Students explore a broad range of astronomy topics, including the planetary system, stars, 

galaxies, and the universe. Students also learn about the scientific method and the evolution of 

scientific ideas. 

Java Programming I   

Grades 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

The student will explore programming fundamentals, basic problem solving, variables and 

assignments, math, conditionals, control flow, methods and functional abstraction, objects and 

data abstraction, inheritance and polymorphism, exception handling, graphical user interfaces, 

and external libraries. The student will use Sun’s Java™ programming language throughout this 

course. 

Java Programming II   

Grades 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

The student will explore programming fundamentals, linked lists, stacks, queues, binary trees, 

generics and interfaces, an introduction to Big O notation, Java™ collections framework, 

analyzing complexity and implementing various sorting algorithms, graph applications, and 

advanced GUIs and graphics 

Journalism     

Grade 12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: English 11 

From examining the guidelines of proper journalism to firsthand practice in writing news, sports, 

and feature articles, students experience the media writing process and how it applies to today’s 

world of journalism. In Journalism A, students review the guidelines for good journalism and 

learn the elements of news, feature, and sports writing. The second semester in Journalism 

reviews the evolution of journalism and its role in today’s world. Students learn critical writing 

(reviews) as well as the steps for crafting editorials. The final unit introduces students to the basics 

in media design, including topics in multimedia presentation. 

Leadership and Supervision in Business   

Grades 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 
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This course examines the roles and responsibilities of supervisors in private, service, and public 

organizations. The student will gain an understanding of the expanded scope of supervisory 

responsibilities for business personnel ranging from first-time, first-line supervisors to top-level 

executives. 

Learning Microsoft Office 2010   

Grades 9-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In this course, students learn, practice, and apply the practical capabilities of the Microsoft Office 

productivity suite, including Word, Excel, PowerPoint, and Access. They also learn key computing 

terms and gain an overview of computing and Internet concepts. As students learn the most 

commonly used software in today’s academic and business environments, they prepare for 

Microsoft Office Specialist Core certification testing. 

Living Music I   

Grades 9-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course is designed to teach students fundamental musicianship skills from a Western 

classical approach, while aligning to national music education standards. The course challenges 

students to improve their listening, notation, analysis, performance, and improvisation skills. 

With audio, visual, and interactive technologies provided by both The Juilliard School and 

Connections Education, the course provides a unique and advanced learning experience for 

students in grades 9–12. 

 

Living Music II   

Grades 9-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Living Music I 

This course is designed to enhance students’ fundamental musicianship skills from a Western 

classical approach while aligning to national music education standards. Students review and 

deepen skills and concepts of rhythm and notation that were introduced and practiced in Living 

Music I. Through use of virtual tools and analysis of classic repertoire, students are challenged to 

improve their listening, notation, analysis, performance, and composition skills. 

Marine Science   

Grades 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Biology 

Students delve deep into Earth’s bodies of water and  study geologic structures and how they 

impact oceans. They investigate characteristics of various populations, patterns of distribution of 

life in our aquatic systems, and ongoing changes occurring every day in the ecosystems. Students 

have the opportunity to explore the relationships among living organisms and see how the oceans’ 

currents, tides, and waves affect them.  

Medical Law and Ethics   

Grades 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

The student will gain an understanding of the legal and ethical issues that can impact professional 

roles in health care settings. Laws that regulate the health care industry, such as HIPAA, the 
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Patient’s Bill of Rights, and standard of care, are introduced. The student is encouraged to 

consider the impact of personal ethics and morals on decision making. 

Medical Terminology   

Grades 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Students explore medical terminology and its symbols and abbreviations, as well as the 

application of this new language in health care. They learn medical terms relating to body 

structure and function, and how to construct terms using word parts such as roots, suffixes, and 

prefixes. 

Personal Finance   

Grades 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Through real-world applications and clear, engaging lessons, Personal Finance prepares students 

for making sound financial decisions. Exercises illustrate the influence of economics in daily life 

and how financial decisions made today affect the future. The course covers topics such as 

financial and career planning; banking, savings, and investments programs; and stocks, bonds, 

and mutual funds. 

Physical Education   

Grades 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

This course emphasizes self-directed activities that a student can participate in for a lifetime. This 

includes the option of learning and practicing yoga. Students’ skill levels are measured with 

written assignments, class evaluations, and demonstrations of a particular skill. 

 

Principles of Management   

Grades 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

The student is introduced to common management philosophies and issues in today’s changing 

world. The student will study globalization, ethics, diversity, customer service, and innovation 

from a managerial perspective. 

Principles of Marketing   

Grades 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Students explore factors influencing how marketing decisions are made, including the impact of 

marketing decisions on an organization and its customers. They gain a working knowledge of  

evaluate how the actions of competitors influence marketing decisions in the global marketplace. 

Psychology   

Grades 9-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

The course begins with a review of the ways people have sought to explain human behavior from 

ancient times through today. Students explore research methods and discover how the scientific 

method has moved psychology from hypnosis and mesmerism to using serious inquiries to prove 

theories. They also investigate brain personality theories to help understand such complex mental 

processes as learning, memory, thought, and language. 
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Public Speaking   

Grades 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

The student will gain a basic understanding of public speaking and the basic elements of a speech. 

The student will learn strategies to effectively communicate, to adapt to different audiences, and 

to practice organizational methods to create engaging speech content. Throughout the course, the 

student will develop and present original speeches to classmates. 

Research Methods   

Grades 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Students practice the fundamentals of scientific research methodology by examining a social 

issue. They develop a research question, find and evaluate existing research, and design and 

implement an objective research method. 

Speech and Debate   

Grade 12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: English 11 

In this course, students learn how to apply visuals, style, stories, organization, and nonverbal 

communication to speeches. Students will learn tactics to help overcome fear, participate in 

debates, and rehearse effectively. Students will also learn how to evaluate great speeches from 

history as well as more modern media messages. 

Sports Management   

Grades 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

In this introduction to the fast-growing field, students explore topics such as sports marketing, 

branding, ticket sales, media relations, and ethics. They also learn tips for breaking into the 

industry. The activities and assignments require students to respond to real-world sports 

management scenarios. 

Web Design   

Grades 9-12   Two Semesters    Prerequisite: None 
This course provides a comprehensive introduction to the essentials of website design. From 

designing page layouts to coding with CSS and JavaScript, students learn how to create a complete 

website. Through study of real-world design scenarios and hands-on projects, students create 

compelling, usable websites using KompoZer, one of the Internet’s easiest to-use open-source 

editing applications. 

 

World Languages 

Chinese I   

Grades 8-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This is a beginning level course that will introduce the student to a variety of areas of Mandarin 

Chinese. In this course, the student will learn listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills 

through a variety of activities. Throughout the four units, or themes, of material (introduction to 

Chinese, greetings, calendar, weather, and time), the student will learn to express himself using 

an ever-increasing vocabulary. Grammar is introduced and practiced in innovative and 
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interesting ways with a variety of learning styles in mind. Culture is presented throughout the 

course to help the learner focus on the Chinese-speaking world, people, geographical locations, 

and histories. 

Chinese II   

Grades 9-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Chinese I 

Chinese II enables the students to further develop the communicative skills of listening, speaking, 

reading and writing of Mandarin Chinese at a more advanced level. Students are immersed in 

Chinese culture as virtual exchange students in China. Virtual excursions from one Chinese city 

to another expand their vocabulary helping them learn to interact with others and use appropriate 

terms to communicate in various everyday situations.  

Chinese III   

Grades 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Chinese II 

In Chinese III, the student will continue to expand his abilities in various aspects of Chinese 

Mandarin learning. The student will continue to build his knowledge in vocabulary, sentence 

patterns, and grammar points in communicative contexts. He will also enhance his Chinese 

Mandarin listening and speaking skills such as pronunciations and intonations. The student will 

learn more in-depth Chinese reading and writing strategies and skills. His Chinese reading 

abilities and efficiency will be greatly improved and will be able to write in Chinese in various 

formats such as a journal, letter, invitation, and an essay. The student's knowledge and skills in 

writing simplified Chinese characters will also be enriched and fortified.  

 

French I   

Grades 8-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course introduces students to basic vocabulary and grammar. Lessons and assignments focus 

on simple speaking and reading, comprehension, and composition. Students also study the 

history and culture of French-speaking peoples around the world. 

French II   

Grades 9-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: French I 

Students are exposed to more complex reading, writing,  and listening coursework. They explore 

advanced grammatical structure and apply vocabulary and word usage to various situations.  

French III   

Grades 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: French II 

This course is designed for students with strong listening and speaking skills plus a solid 

vocabulary base. The focus is on verb conjugation, direct and indirect object pronouns, and tenses. 

Students also improve their writing and speaking skills as they study the culture, art, and 

governments of French-speaking countries.  

French IV   

Grades 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: French III 
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Students cover present, past, future, and conditional tense verbs, subjunctive mood, articles, and 

adjectives while delving more deeply into French culture. This course, rich in authentic reading 

material, uses native-speaker recordings to enrich the student’s culture, grammar, and vocabulary 

lessons.  

German I   

Grades 8-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Students use discussions and other activities to learn how to speak, read, write, and understand 

basic German. Simple grammar, punctuation, and spelling are reinforced with interactive lessons, 

games, and activities. Students also study German culture and history, as well as the influence of 

the German language.  

German II   

Grades 9-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: German I 

In this course, students are introduced to increasingly complex vocabulary and grammar. There 

is more emphasis on improving spoken communication and listening comprehension. 

German III   

Grades 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: German II 

Students learn to express themselves using an ever-increasing vocabulary, present-tense verbs, 

articles, and adjectives. Grammar is introduced and practiced in innovative and interesting ways 

with a variety of learning styles in mind, including listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 

Culture is sprinkled throughout the course in order to help the learner focus on the German-

speaking world and its culture, people, geographical locations, and histories. 

Japanese I   

Grades 9-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In today’s business world, learning Japanese can be extremely valuable. In the first semester, this 

course focuses on spoken and written Japanese, with a thorough grounding in Japanese culture. 

Using warm-up activities, reading, vocabulary studies, games, and multimedia presentations, 

students gain the foundation to communicate successfully in Japanese.  

Japanese II   

Grades 9-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Japanese I 

In the first semester, students practice listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills as they 

express themselves using new vocabulary, present-tense verbs, and adjectives. Grammar is 

introduced and practiced in innovative and interesting ways with a variety of learning styles in 

mind. Culture is sprinkled throughout the course as learners focus on the people, lifestyle, 

geography, and history of Japan. In the second semester students continue to practice listening, 

speaking, reading, and writing skills as they express themselves using new vocabulary, present-

tense verbs, and adjectives. Grammar is introduced and practiced in innovative and interesting 

ways with a variety of learning styles in mind. Culture is sprinkled throughout the course as 

learners focus on the people, lifestyle, geography, and history of Japan.  

Latin I   
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Grades 8-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Students gain a foundation in Latin grammar and vocabulary as well as an appreciation and 

understanding of the Roman culture as the foundation for much of Western culture. Through the 

study of Latin, students will gain an appreciation for and understanding of the grammatical 

constructs of the English language as they increase their vocabulary and understanding of word 

origins. 

Latin II   

Grades 9-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Latin I 

Students build on their knowledge of Latin grammar and vocabulary and gain a solid foundation 

in the structure of the language as well as an understanding of the life and times of ancient 

Romans. They learn to appreciate how Roman engineering, art, commerce, and law systems were 

all supported by a clear, expressive, and flexible language. 

Latin III   

Grades 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Latin II 

Students expand their knowledge of Latin by exploring prose written and spoken by Roman 

figures such as Caesar, Cicero, and Catullus. Through exposure to authentic texts, students 

strengthen their vocabulary as well as their understanding and appreciation of well-crafted 

writing. 

Spanish I   

Grades 8-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Students cover basic vocabulary, grammar, spelling, and punctuation to build a solid foundation 

for further study. Assignments include engaging in simple conversation, writing paragraphs, and 

listening to Spanish dialogue. Students also study the history and culture of Spanish-speaking 

peoples. 

Spanish II   

Grades 9-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Spanish I 

As they engage in more advanced conversations, write paragraphs and stories, and translate to 

and from Spanish, students improve their vocabulary and grammar. Intense listening 

comprehension exercises aid in understanding more complex thoughts and subjects. 

Spanish III   

Grades 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Spanish II 

Students build their vocabulary and communication skills even further in Spanish III. Advanced 

grammar, including the study of tenses, sentence structure, and punctuation, is covered. Students 

also practice correct accents and learn to comprehend real-world native speech. 

Spanish IV   

Grades 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Spanish III 

The fourth year of Spanish covers advanced grammar including present, past, future, and 

conditional tense verbs, subjunctive mood, articles, and adjectives. Students focus on the Spanish- 

speaking world including its culture, people, geographical locations, and histories.  
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GradPoint puts unparalleled, proven curriculum at your fingertips so you can deliver an 

educational experience that is uniquely designed for each student and keeps them interested, 

motivated and moving forward. For middle school, GradPoint gives you the flexibility to offer core 

courses or smaller units to focus students who may need remediation. For high school, GradPoint 

delivers courses built from instructional design best practices that incorporate video, interactive 

activities, immediate feedback, and assessments to ensure mastery and authentic work. And with 

continuous support, content updates and course releases, you’ll always be connected to the best 

in online learning. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL COURSES 

 

Language Arts 

Language Arts 6 

Grade 6 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In this course, students will read short stories and novels, listen to music, read newspapers, and 

even interview their parents. They will also learn to write interesting stories of their own. 

Language Arts 7 

Grade 7 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In this course, students will read, listen, and analyze stories. They will read various texts, such as 

newspapers and novels, in addition to discovering their own ability to write.  

Language Arts 8 

Grade 8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

The purpose of this course is to give students the tools to understand and express themselves 

through writing. By the end of the course, students will have completed a portfolio of their original 

writings. 

 

Math  

Essential Math A, B, C 

Grade 6-8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

The course is appropriate for use as remediation for students in grades 6 to 12. When used in 

combination, Essential Math A, B, C (covering grades 6 to 8) effectively remediate computational 

skills and conceptual understanding needed to undertake high school–level math courses with 

confidence. Essential Math A, B, C empowers students to progress at their optimum pace through 

interactive instruction and assessment spanning 3rd- to 8th-grade math skills. Carefully paced, 

guided instruction is accompanied by interactive practice that is engaging and accessible. 
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Formative assessments help students to understand areas of weakness and improve performance, 

while summative assessments chart progress and skill development. Early in the course, students 

develop general strategies for honing their problem-solving skills. Subsequent units provide a 

problem-solving strand that asks students to practice applying specific math skills to a variety of 

real-world contexts. 

Math 6 

Grade 6 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In this course, students develop their skills in addition, subtraction, multiplication and division 

of decimals, integers, and fractions. Students write and solve equations and inequalities. They also 

display data in tables and graphs, along with finding the measures of central tendency. Students 

solve problems involving area, surface area, and volume. The concepts of ratios and proportions 

are also presented. 

Math 7 

Grade 7 Two Semester Prerequisite: None 

The course covers operations with decimals, integers, exponents, factors, and fractions. It also 

addresses ratios, rates, and proportions. Students solve equations and inequalities, and they solve 

percent problems using equations and proportions. They also find the perimeters and areas of 

different geometric shapes and the surface areas of solids. Students investigate linear 

relationships, and they learn how to display and analyze data. 

Pre Algebra 

Grade 7-8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course addresses concepts related to performing operations with integers and fractions, 

factoring, and simplifying expressions with exponents. The course shows how to solve multi-step 

equations and inequalities, and it presents concepts related to writing and solving proportions 

and percent problems. Students learn to recognize linear functions and their graphs, identify 

polygons and solids, solve for area and volume, and display data. 

 

Science  

Science 6 

Grade 6 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

The Earth Science course begins with a study of the Earth’s interior structure, forces, and types of 

rock. Earth’s topography is covered next, including mountains and oceans and forces that form 

and change surface features over time. Next, students learn about the solar system, star formation, 

and current theories concerning the nature of the universe. The course is completed by a study of 

the Earth’s atmosphere, including energy transfer, wind, weather, and climate. 

Science 7 

Grade 7 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

The Life Science course begins with a review of measurement skills and the scientific method. 

Then students learn to classify organisms based on taxonomy, domains, and kingdoms. Cell 
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structure, function, and processes are covered next, along with DNA, heredity, and the theory of 

evolution. The systems of the human body are presented, followed by extensive coverage of 

biological ecosystems, habitats, organism populations, and environmental issues. 

Science 8 

Grade 8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

The Physical Science course begins with an investigation of the elements of matter and their 

properties and states, followed by a study of chemical compounds, chemical bonds, and reactions. 

Next, students turn their attention to the topics of motion, forces, and energy, followed by an 

investigation of magnetism and electricity, including semiconductors and digital devices. The 

course concludes with a study of wave phenomena, including sound, light, and radio waves. 

 

Social Studies 

Social Studies 6 

Grade 6 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

The World Studies course provides a unique balance of history, geography, and culture; it expands 

students’ understanding of each world region through a focus on its major countries. Additionally, 

students learn the foundations of geography. Regions covered include Africa, Asia and the Pacific, 

the United States and Canada, Europe and Russia, and Latin America. The history and geography 

of the ancient world and medieval times to present day are also included. 

Social Studies 7 

Grade 7 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Learning about civics gives students the skills and knowledge necessary to be active citizens who 

have a positive impact on their communities. In this course, students discover the rights and 

responsibilities of citizenship in the United States. They learn about the structure of the 

government and how it works at the local, state and federal levels. This course examines elections, 

the lawmaking process, and how citizens can impact public policy. Students also discover ways 

the United States interacts with countries around the world. Geography and economics support 

the learning of civics in this course. Engaging in this study prepares students to be informed 

citizens who are ready to participate in the American democracy 

Social Studies 8 

Grade 8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

The American History course presents a chronological history of the American experience from 

the earliest times to the present. It covers topics such as, colonial America, the American 

Revolution, and issues faced by the early republic. It also covers westward expansion and the Civil 

War.  

 

Electives 

Health and Physical Education 6 
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Grade 6 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

In this course, students will meet a crew of virtual characters that will help them explore health 

and understand fitness. Among them is Coach Cardio, who will help students measure their 

growing fitness level by learning to keep their bodies physically fit. Students will complete various 

projects as they learn about themselves, fitness and the world around them. 

Health and Physical Education 7 

Grade 7 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

In this course, students will reach new levels of fitness through sports, dance, aquatics, and more. 

A friendly cast of course characters will help guide and enhance their experience. Students will 

learn safety rules for exercises to improve their skills, how different activities target different parts 

of their body, and how to reach new goals. 

Health and Physical Education 8 

Grade 8 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

This course will provide students practice in game strategy, sport skills and performance. Students 

will discover the diversity of sports, nutrition, and peer pressure, while learning how to make 

effective decisions. 

Journalism 

Grade 6-8 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Who? What? When? Where? Journalism provides us with the answers to these questions for the 

events that affect our lives. In this course, students will learn how to gather information, organize 

ideas, format stories for different forms of news media, and edit their stories for publication. The 

course will also examine the historical development of journalism and the role of journalism in 

society. 

Middle School Career Exploration 

Grade 6-8 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

What career are you best suited for? In this course, students will explore career options in many 

different fields including business, health science, public administration, the arts, and 

information technology. 

Orientation to Art 2D 

Grade 6-8 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

In this course, students will experience the creative processes used by all artists. They will learn 

how to analyze, interpret, and evaluate art. At the end of this course, they will have a portfolio of 

work that demonstrates their own skill and creativity as an artist. 

 

 

Photography: Drawing with Light 

Grade 6-8 One Semester Prerequisite: None 
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Students see photographs every day on television, on the Internet, and in magazines and 

newspapers. What makes a great photograph? How did the artist capture a story? What makes a 

great picture? What are careers in photography? In this course, students learn and apply 

fundamental skills to use a camera and take photographs of animals, people, and landscapes. 

Students gain an understanding of how photography can be a means of documentation or high 

art. Students examine photographic careers and explore self-reflection to progress their creative 

growth as they develop a photographic portfolio. This course helps students select subjects, take 

a photograph, and print and display memories! 

Reading I 

Grade 6-8 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

In this course, students will read a variety of interesting stories, watch videos, and participate in 

class activities. Through fiction, nonfiction, and poetry, students will learn new vocabulary and 

comprehension skills. 

 
High School 

English/Language Arts 

English 9 

Grade 9 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course addresses strategies for reading comprehension, recognition of text structure in 

exposition and narrative, comprehension of different genres of text, the steps for writing an essay 

and applying the five-step writing process. The course also addresses basic skills in grammar, 

punctuation, word usage, spelling, vocabulary, and research and explains how to punctuate and 

manipulate sentences to produce more effective writing. 

English 10 

Grade 10 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course helps students develop skills in grammar, punctuation, word usage, spelling, 

vocabulary and communications skills, such as giving speeches, using visual aids, and workplace 

communications. This course also focuses on strategies for reading comprehension, explains the 

writing process, helps students compose personal narratives and literary responses, and provides 

instruction on perspective and argument. 

English 11 

Grade 11 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In this course, students continue to develop skills in grammar, punctuation, word usage, spelling, 

vocabulary, and communication. This course also teaches students about complex writing 

processes, types of writing, reading strategies, study skills, and modes of reasoning. Additionally, 

students read works from different periods of American literature and examine these texts to learn 

about various literary devices, forms, styles, techniques, and influences 

English 12 

Grade 12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 
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In this course students continue to develop skills in grammar, punctuation, word usage, spelling, 

vocabulary, and communication. This course also teaches students about complex writing 

processes, types of writing, reading strategies, study skills, and modes of reasoning. Additionally, 

students read works from different periods of British literature and examine these texts to learn 

about various literary devices, forms, styles, techniques, and influences. 

 

Mathematics 

Algebra I 

Grade 9 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course covers such key concepts as variables, function patterns, graphs, operations with 

rational numbers, and properties of rational numbers. Students solve linear equations and 

inequalities, and study slope, and graphing linear functions. This course also covers exponents, 

polynomials, and factoring. It also helps students study quadratic equations and functions, radical 

expressions and equations, rational expressions and functions, and study counting methods. 

Algebra II 

Grade 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Geometry 

In this course, students solve equations, inequalities, systems and problems using matrices, 

inverse matrices, matrix operations, and determinants. Students also learn about different 

functions and are introduced to the imaginary number i and find complex solutions to equations. 

This course also introduces exponential and logarithmic functions, conic sections, probability, 

statistics, sequences, and series. 

Algebra II A1 & A2   

Grades 11 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Algebra I and Geometry 

Specially designed for students who have historically struggled with mathematics. This full-year 

course follows the concepts and benchmarks of the first semester of Algebra II. 

Algebra II B1 & B2   

Grades 12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Algebra II A1 & A2 

Specially designed for students who have historically struggled with mathematics. This full-year 

course follows the concepts and benchmarks of the second semester of Algebra II. 

Calculus 

Grade 11-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Pre Calculus 

This course includes a study of limits, continuity, and differentiation. It integrates algebraic, 

trigonometric and transcendental functions, and the applications of derivatives and integrals. 

 

 

Geometry 

Grade 9-10 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Algebra 
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This course addresses basic skills in geometry including reasoning, developing proofs, identifying 

geometric figures, and constructing figures. This course also teaches students about the properties 

of right triangles and trigonometric ratios, transformations of plane figures, and the parts of a 

circle and their properties. Additionally, students will develop and apply formulas for area, surface 

area, and volume of two- and three-dimensional figures. 

Liberal Arts Mathematics 

Grade 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Geometry 

This course reinforces existing algebra and geometry skills and explores concepts students will 

need to master in order to further their study of mathematics. 

Precalculus 

Grade 11-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Algebra II 

This course presents students with a formal study of functions, an analysis of sequences and 

series, counting principles, the binomial theorem, and probability. Students will use technology 

to employ multiple approaches to problem solving and data modeling. This course also includes 

topics on trigonometry, parametric curves, the polar coordinate system, and complex numbers in 

polar form. Students will solve problems using the Laws of Sines and Cosines and will also analyze 

vectors and conics, study systems of equations and matrices, and solve systems using matrices. 

Limits and continuity are introduced. 

Statistics 

Grade 11-12 One Semester Prerequisite: Algebra II 

This course addresses descriptive statistics topics including frequency distributions, histograms, 

graphs, and measures of center and spread. Probability topics include addition rules, 

multiplication rules, conditional probabilities, counting rules, binomial distribution, and normal 

distribution. Inferential statistics topics include estimations for population measures, hypothesis 

testing, correlation, goodness-of-fit, and statistical process control. 

Trigonometry 

Grade 11-12 One Semester Prerequisite: Algebra II 

This course addresses analyzing functions, transformations, and inverse functions. Students will 

also learn about radians, the unit circle, right-triangle trigonometry, trigonometric functions, 

inverse trigonometric functions, trigonometric identities, and trigonometric equations. 

Additional topics include vectors, conic sections, parametric curves, and the polar coordinate 

system. 

 

Science  

Biology 

Grade 9-10 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course addresses key concepts and processes from chemistry, cells, cellular respiration, 

photosynthesis, genetics, and DNA. The scientific method and foundational chemistry facts are 

presented to assist students in the study of biology. This course also addresses key concepts and 
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processes of evolution, classification, ecology, and human anatomy. An overview of human body 

systems, as well as, defining structures of bacteria, protists, fungi, plants, and animals are also 

explored. 

Chemistry  

Grade 10-11 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course addresses key concepts and processes from states of matter, atomic theory, 

organization of the periodic table, types of chemical bonds and reactions, the naming and 

formulas of chemicals, chemical reactions, and stoichiometry. The field of chemistry in relation 

to the scientific method is also explained. This course also addresses properties of solids, liquids, 

and gases, state changes, solutions, flow of energy, enthalpy, heat, entropy and free energy, rates 

of reactions, equilibrium, acid-base theories, oxidation and reduction, electromagnetic cells, 

functional groups, polymerization, biochemicals, and nuclear chemistry. The course explores 

concepts through lessons and lab videos.  

Earth Science  

Grade 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course addresses major concepts such as the materials which compose Earth, the rock cycle 

and types of rocks, Earth’s resources, formation and movement of soil, glaciers, deserts, and 

alluvial landscapes, earthquakes, volcanoes, plate tectonics, mountain building, and geologic 

time. This course also covers concepts such as the ocean floor, seafloor sediments, waves, tides, 

and shoreline processes, characteristics of the atmosphere, precipitation, air pressure and wind, 

storms, climate, early astronomy, Earth-Moon- Sun interactions, and Solar System. Laboratory 

concepts appear in videos, careers in Earth Science are explored, and key scientists are called out 

through portraits and biographies.  

Physical Science 

Grade 9-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course addresses key chemistry concepts and processes from properties and states of matter, 

atomic structure, organization of the periodic table, types of chemical bonds and reactions, 

solutions, carbon chemistry, and nuclear chemistry. This course also addresses key physics 

concepts and processes from force and motion, work, power, machines, energy, optics, electricity, 

and magnetism. Concepts are explored through animations and videos and will assist students in 

advanced chemistry and physics courses. 

Physics  

Grade 11-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course addresses concepts of mechanics, wave behavior, and thermodynamics, Newton’s 

laws of motion, thermal properties of matter, and thermodynamic systems. This course also 

contains lessons on electricity, magnetism, optics, the interactions among electric charges, 

properties of electric and magnetic fields and forces, and the characteristics of electromagnetic 

waves. Some of the basic concepts of quantum physics are presented as well. An understanding of 

Algebra and Trigonometry is required.  
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Social Studies 

Civics 

Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

This course covers the foundations of American government, political behavior, and the three 

branches of the federal government.  

Economics  

Grade 10 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

This course addresses concepts of economics, including  a review of the American free enterprise 

system. Students learn about markets, business and labor, and banking and finance in the 

microeconomics sections, and then learn about measuring economic performance, the 

government’s role in the economy, and international trade and development in the 

macroeconomics section.  

U.S. History  

Grade 9 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course contains lessons addressing historical periods from the Civil War to globalization and 

the twenty-first century. The lessons address key concepts, important historical figures, and 

significant events to help students gain an understanding of the political, economic, military and 

social structures of the early years of the  United States through its emergence as a global 

superpower.  

World History  

Grade 11 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course contains lessons addressing historical periods from Prehistory through Globalization 

in the 21st century. The objectives of the lessons are directly aligned to current standards. Each 

multimedia lesson is designed to teach the major concepts for each historical period through text, 

visual aids, activities and assessments.  

 

General Electives 

Anthropology I: Uncovering Human Mysteries  

Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

The aim of anthropology is to use a broad approach to  gain an understanding of our past, present 

and future,  and in addition address the problems humans face in biological, social and cultural 

life. This course will explore the evolution, similarity and diversity of humankind through time. It 

will look at how we have evolved from a biologically and culturally weak species to one that has 

the ability to cause catastrophic change. Exciting online video journeys to different areas of the 

anthropological world are just one of the powerful learning tools utilized in this course.  

Anthropology II: More Human Mysteries Uncovered  

Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: Anthropology I 
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Anthropology has helped us better understand cultures around the world and through different 

time period. This course continues the study of global cultures and the ways that humans have 

made sense of their world. We will examine some of the ways that cultures have understood and 

gave meaning to different stages of life and death. The course will also examine the creation of art 

within cultures and examine how cultures evolve and change over time. Finally, we will apply the 

concepts and insights learned from the study of anthropology to several cultures found in the 

world today.  

Archeology: Detectives of the Past  

Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

George Santayana once said, “Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.” 

The field of archeology helps us to better understand the events and societies of the past that have 

helped to shape our modern world. This course focuses on the techniques, methods, and theories 

that guide the study of the past. Students will learn how archaeological research is conducted and 

interpreted, as well as how artifacts are located and preserved. Finally, students will learn about 

the relationship of material items to culture and what we can learn about past societies from these 

items.  

Art in World Cultures   

Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

This course provides an introduction to fundamental techniques and concepts of representational 

and expressive drawing within a variety of media. Emphasis is on object representation, spatial 

illusion, and the organization of structural relationships in two-dimensional space.  

Astronomy: Exploring the Universe  

Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Why do stars twinkle? Is it possible to fall into a black hole? Will the sun ever stop shining? Since 

the first glimpse of the night sky, humans have been fascinated with the stars, planets, and 

universe that surrounds us. This course will introduce students to the study of astronomy, 

including its history and development, basic scientific laws of motion and gravity, the concepts of 

modern astronomy, and the methods used by astronomers to learn more about the universe. 

Additional topics include the solar system, the Milky Way and other galaxies, and the sun and 

stars. Using online tools, students will examine the life cycle of stars, the properties of planets, 

and the exploration of space.  

 

 

Biotechnology 

Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

In today’s world, biotechnology helps us grow food, fight diseases, and create alternative fuels. In 

this course, students will explore the science behind biotechnology and how this science is being 

used to solve medical and environmental problems. 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Computer Programming 1  

Grade 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This is a two semester course which enables students to learn  two modern programming 
languages, Python andJava. This course teaches programming using real-world, practical 
examples. Students will learn Python by controlling the motion and sensory capabilities of a 
robot.   

Consumer Math 

  Grade 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In this course, the student will learn that money is lost or gained depending upon the 
information a consumer has to help him make informed decisions. By the end of this course, the 
student will understand the history of money, define fixed costs and discretionary spending, 
understand the importance of savings, and recognize the dangers of debt. This course will ask 
the student to look at financial choices including spending patterns, purchasing motivations, 
and how to make difficult decisions   

Creative Writing I  

Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

For many hundreds of years, literature has been one of the most important human art forms. It 
allows us to give voice to our emotions, create imaginary worlds, express ideas, and escape the 
confines of material reality. Through creative writing, we can come to understand ourselves, and 
our world a little bit better. This course provides students with a solid grounding in the writing 
process, from finding inspiration to building a basic story to using complicated literary 
techniques and creating strange hybrid forms of poetic prose and prose poetry. By the end of 
this course, students will learn how to discover their creative thoughts and turn those ideas into 
fully realized pieces of creative writing.  

Criminology: Inside the Criminal Mind  

Grade 11-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

In today’s world, crime and deviant behavior rank at or near the top of many people’s concerns. 
In this course, we will study the field of Criminology – the study of crime. We will look at 
possible explanations for crime from the standpoint of psychological, biological and sociological 
perspectives, explore the categories and social consequences of crime, and investigate how the 
criminal justice system handles not only criminals, but also their misdeeds. Why do some 
individuals commit crimes why others do not? What aspects in our culture and society promote 
crime and deviance? Why are different punishments given for the same crime? What factors—
from arrest to punishment—help shape  the criminal case process?  

Developmental Writing 

Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

The student will explore the fundamental tools and techniques needed to write clear sentences, 
effective paragraphs, and well-organized essays for general education courses and employment 
settings. Using standard American English, the student will learn to organize, clarify, and 
communicate written ideas, as well as how to use correct sentence structure, grammar, and 
parts of speech in written communication. The student will also develop skills in revising and 
editing to clarify voice, tone, style, and mode.  
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Digital Photography I: Creating Images with Impact  

Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Have you ever wondered how photographers take such great pictures? Have you tried to take 
photographs and wondered why they didn’t seem to capture that moment that you saw with 
your eyes? The Digital Photography I course focuses on the basics of photography, including 
building an understanding of aperture, shutter speed, lighting, and composition. Students will 
be introduced to the history of photography and basic camera functions. Students will use the 
basic techniques of composition and camera functions to build a portfolio of images, capturing 
people, landscapes, close-up, and action photographs.  

Digital Photography II: Discovering Your Creative Potential  

Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

In today’s world, photographs are all around us, including in advertisements, on websites, and 
hung on our walls as art. Many of the images that we see have been created by professional 
photographers. In this course, we will examine various aspects of professional photography, 
including the ethics of the profession, and examine some of the areas that professional 
photographers may choose to specialize in, such as wedding photography and product 
photography. We will also learn more about some of the most respected professional 
photographers in history, and we will learn how to critique photographs in order to better 
understand what creates an eye-catching photograph.  

Environmental Science  

Grade 9-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course presents relationships between organisms and how these relationships relate to the 

functioning of ecosystems. Students learn the key concepts and processes of nutrient cycling, 

biomes, pollution, energy resources, and habitat destruction. The course also covers ways to 

promote biodiversity and create a sustainable future.  

Fashion and Interior Design   

Grade 9-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In this course, students explore what it is like to work  in the industry by exploring career 

possibilities and the background needed to pursue them. Students will learn the basics of color 

and design then test their skills through hands-on projects. In addition, they’ll develop the 

essential communication skills that build success in any business.   By the end of the course, 

students be well on their way  to developing the portfolio they need to get their stylishly clad foot 

in the door of this exciting field.  

 

 

Fitness Lifestyle Design  

Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

In this course, students will learn healthy habits of body and mind that will lead to a healthier 

lifestyle. They will measure their beginning fitness level and nutrition knowledge, creating an 

individual plan for achieving their goals.  
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Forensic Science I: Secrets of the Dead  

Grade 11-12 One Semester Prerequisite: Biology 

Fingerprints. Blood spatter. DNA analysis. The world of  law enforcement is increasingly making 

use of the techniques and knowledge from the sciences to better understand the crimes that are 

committed and to catch those individuals responsible for the crimes. Forensic science applies 

scientific knowledge to the criminal justice system. This course focuses on some of the techniques 

and practices used  by forensic scientists during a crime scene investigation (CSI). Starting with 

how clues and data are recorded and preserved, the student will follow evidence trails until the 

CSI goes to trial, examining how various elements of the crime scene are analyzed and processed.  

Forensic Science II: More Secrets of the Dead  

Grade 11-12 One Semester Prerequisite: Biology 

Although the crime scene represents the first step in solving crimes through forensic science, the 

crime laboratory plays a critical role in the analysis of evidence. This course focuses on the analysis 

of evidence and testing that takes place within this setting. We will examine some of the basic 

scientific principles and knowledge that guides forensic laboratory processes, such as those 

testing DNA, toxicology, and material analysis. Techniques such as microscopy, chromatography, 

odontology, entomology, mineralogy, and spectroscopy will be examined.  

Gothic Literature: Monster Stories  

Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

From vampires to ghosts, these frightening stories have influenced fiction writers since the 18th 

century. This course will focus on the major themes found in Gothic literature and demonstrate 

how the core writing  drivers produce, for the reader, a thrilling psychological environment. 

Terror versus horror, the influence of the supernatural, and descriptions of the difference between 

good and evil are just a few of the themes presented. By the time students have completed this 

course, they will have gained an understanding of and an appreciation for the complex nature of 

dark fiction.  

Great Minds in Science: Ideas for a New Generation  

Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Is there life on other planets? What extremes can the human body endure? Can we solve the 

problem of global warming? Today, scientists, explorers, and writers are working to answer all of 

these questions. Like Edison, Einstein, Curie, and Newton, the scientists of today  are asking 

questions and working on problems that may revolutionize our lives and world. This course 

focuses  on 10 of today’s greatest scientific minds. Each unit takes an in-depth look at one of 

these individuals, and shows how their ideas may help to shape tomorrow’s world.  

Health Opportunities through Physical Education 

  Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

In this course, students will experience the many benefits of regular physical activity, proper 

nutrition, and sound decision making. Students will assess their current physical condition and 

define personal goals. Students will apply fitness training principles, enhancing improvement in 

health and skill-related areas of fitness.  
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Health Science: The Whole Individual  

Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Will we ever find a cure for cancer? What treatments are best  for conditions like diabetes and 

asthma? How are illnesses like meningitis, tuberculosis, and the measles identified and 

diagnosed? Health sciences provide the answers to questions such as these.  In this course, 

students will be introduced to the various disciplines within the health sciences, including 

toxicology, clinical medicine, and biotechnology. They will explore the importance of diagnostics 

and research in the identification and treatment of diseases. The course presents information and 

terminology for the health sciences and examines the contributions of different health science 

areas.  

Health, Safety & Nutrition   

Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Students learn about the physical and psychological needs of children, from birth to age eight, and 

how to meet these needs in group settings. Topics include wellness of young children, standards, 

guidelines and national initiatives, children’s nutritional needs, safe and healthy environments, 

emergency response, child abuse and neglect, educational experiences, and partnering with 

families.  

History of the Holocaust  

Grade 11-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Holocaust education requires a comprehensive study of not only times, dates, and places, but also 

the motivation and ideology that allowed these events. In this course, students will study the 

history of anti-Semitism; the rise of the Nazi party; and the Holocaust, from its beginnings 

through liberation and the aftermath of the tragedy. The study of the Holocaust is a multi-

disciplinary one, integrating world history, geography, American history, and civics. Through this 

in-depth, semester-long study of the Holocaust, high school students will gain an understanding 

of the ramifications of prejudice and indifference, the potential for government-supported terror, 

and they will get glimpses of kindness and humanity in the worst of times.  

HS Critical Thinking and Study Skills  

Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Critical thinking and study skills are the tools needed to enhance your performance in almost any 

venture. Take a trip with us, and we’ll give you essential learning tools to lead you to winning 

performance on assessments. You’ll do the work, but we’ll give you the shortest and most efficient 

route to travel. In this course, you’ll practice thinking strategies, learn test-taking strategies, time 

management and organization skills, build verbal competence, and sharpen your mathematics 

reasoning.  

Human Geography: Our Global Identity  

Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

How do language, religion, and landscape affect the physical environment? How do geography, 

weather, and location affect customs and lifestyle? Students will explore the diverse ways in which 

people affect the world around them and how they are affected by their surroundings. Students 
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will discover how ideas spread and cultures form, and learn how beliefs and architecture are part 

of a larger culture complex. In addition to introducing students to the field of Human Geography, 

this course will teach students how to analyze humans and their environments.  

Introduction to Agriscience 

Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Agriculture has played an important role in the lives of humans for thousands of years. It has fed 

us and given us materials that have helped us survive. Today, scientists and practitioners are 

working to improve and better understand agriculture and how it can be used to continue to 

sustain human life. In this course, students learn about the development and maintenance of 

agriculture, animal systems, natural resources, and other food sources. Students also examine the 

relationship between agriculture and natural resources and the environment, health, politics, and 

world trade.  

Introduction to Business 

  Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Students explore business in global society, learning terminology, concepts, systems, strategies, 

and current issues. Topics include the business environment, ethics, entrepreneurship and global 

business, management, marketing, production, information systems, and financial elements.  

Introduction to Communication 

Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

The student will examine the communication process, including elements of listening and verbal 

and nonverbal communication. The course also explores how these communication elements 

operate between self, individuals, and groups. Communication concepts  and skills are explored 

through a variety of methods and activities.  

Introduction to Social Media   

Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Have a Facebook account? What about Twitter? Whether you’ve already dipped your toes in the 

waters of social media or are still standing on the shore wondering what  to make of it all, 

learning about how to interact on various social media platforms is crucial in order to survive and 

thrive in this age of digital communication. In this course, you’ll learn the ins and outs of social 

media platforms like Facebook®, Twitter®, Pinterest®, Google+, and more. You’ll also discover 

other types of social media you may not have been aware of and how to use them for your benefit— 

personally, academically, and eventually professionally as well. If you thought social media 

platforms were just a place to keep track of friends and share personal photos, this course will 

show you how to use these resources in much more powerful ways.  

Introduction to Women's Studies: A Personal Journey Through Film 

Grade 11-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

This course, although looking specifically at the experiences of women, is not for girls only. If you 

are a student interested in exploring the world through film, and are open minded enough to be 

interested in social change, then this course is for you.  
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Journalism 

Grade 10-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

As students work through each module, they will utilize Web 2.0 tools to respond to current news 

and shifts in journalism, create original projects, and reflect upon the changing face of news. 

Authentic assessments, interactive examples, and self-checks will deepen their understanding of 

the topics covered and prepare them for work or further study in the field of journalism.   

Law & Order: Introduction to Legal Studies  

Grade 10-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Every society has laws that its citizens must follow. From traffic laws to regulations on how the 

government operates, laws help provide society with order and structure.   Our lives are guided 

and regulated by our society’s legal expectations. Consumer laws help protect us from faulty 

goods; criminal laws help to protect society from individuals who harm others; and family law 

handles the arrangements and issues that arise in areas like divorce and child custody. This course 

focuses on the creation and application of laws in various areas of society. By understanding the 

workings of our court system, as well as how laws are actually carried out, we become more 

informed and responsible citizens in our communities and of our nation.  

Leadership and Supervision in Business  

Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

This course examines the roles and responsibilities of supervisors in private, service, and public 

organizations. The student will gain an understanding of the expanded scope of supervisory 

responsibilities for business personnel ranging from first-time, first-line supervisors to top-level 

executives.  

Life Management Skills  

Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

This course guides students as they deal with important decisions by providing them with the facts 

they need. Students will learn how to deal with real issues that impact their lives every day, such 

as nutrition, substance abuse, stress, and their health.  

 

 

Music Appreciation: The Enjoyment of Listening  

Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Music is part of everyday lives and reflects the spirit of our human condition. To know and 

understand music, we distinguish and identify cultures on local and global levels. This course will 

provide students with an aesthetic and historical perspective of music, covering a variety of styles 

and developments from the Middle Ages through the Twentieth First Century. Students will 

acquire basic knowledge and listening skills, making future music experiences more informed and 

satisfying.  

Mythology & Folklore: Legendary Tales  



2016-

2017 

Oxford Virtual Academy 

 

90  

 

Course Catalog 

Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Mighty heroes. Angry gods and goddesses. Cunning animals. Since the first people gathered 

around fires, mythology and folklore has been used as a way to make sense of humankind and our 

world. Beginning with an overview of mythology and different kinds of folklore, students will 

journey with ancient heroes as they slay dragons and outwit gods, follow fearless warrior women 

into battle, and watch as clever monsters outwit those stronger than themselves. They will explore 

the universality and social significance of myths and folklore, and see how these are still used to 

shape society today.  

Personal and Family Finance  

Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

How do our personal financial habits affect our financial future? How can we make smart 

decisions with our money in the areas of saving, spending, and investing? This course introduces 

students to basic financial habits such as setting financial goals, budgeting, and creating financial 

plans. Students will learn more about topics such as taxation, financial institutions, credit, and 

money management.  The course also addresses how occupations and educational choices can 

influence personal financial planning, and how individuals can protect themselves from identity 

theft.  

Personal Fitness  

Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Students will start by assessing their physical condition. They will keep a workout log to measure 

progress. In addition, they will have a great personal trainer (their teacher) who will help them 

set realistic goals.  

Personal Psychology I: The Road to Self-Discovery  

Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Self-knowledge is the key to self-improvement. More than 800,000 high school students take 

psychology classes each year. Among the different reasons, there is usually the common theme of 

self-discovery. Sample topics include the study of infancy, childhood, adolescence, perception and 

states of consciousness. Amazing online psychology experiments dealing with our own personal 

behavior are featured within this course.  

 

Personal Psychology II: Living in a Complex World  

Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Enrich the quality of your life by learning to understand the actions of others. Topics include the 

study of memory, intelligence, emotion, health, stress and personality. This course features 

exciting online psychology experiments involving the world around us.  

Philosophy: The Big Picture  

Grade 11-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

This course will take you on an exciting adventure that covers more than 2,500 years of history! 

Along the  way, you’ll run into some very strange characters. For example, you’ll read about a 
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man who hung out on street corners, barefoot and dirty, pestering everyone he met  with 

questions. You’ll learn about another eccentric who climbed inside a stove to think about whether 

he existed. Despite their odd behavior, these and other philosophers  of the Western world are 

among the most brilliant and influential thinkers of all time. As you learn about these great 

thinkers, you’ll come to see how and where many of the most fundamental ideas of Western 

Civilization originated. You’ll also get a chance to ask yourself some of the same questions these 

great thinkers pondered. By the time you’ve “closed the book” on this course, you will better 

understand yourself and the world around you—from atoms to outer space—and everything in 

between.  

Principles of Management 

  Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

The student is introduced to common management philosophies and issues in today’s changing 

world. The student will study globalization, ethics, diversity, customer service, and innovation 

from a managerial perspective.  

Principles of Marketing 

  Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Students explore factors influencing how marketing decisions are made, including the impact of 

marketing decisions on an organization and its customers. They  gain a working knowledge of 

practical marketing and business vocabulary. They also evaluate how the actions of competitors 

influence marketing decisions in the global marketplace.  

Psychology 

  Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Through this highly interactive course students will acquire an understanding of and an 

appreciation for human behavior, behavior interaction, and the progressive development  of 

individuals.  

Public Speaking 

  Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

The art of public speaking is one that underpins the very foundations of Western society. This 

course examines those foundations in both Aristotle and Cicero’s views of rhetoric, and then traces 

those foundations into the modern world. Students will learn not just the theory, but also the 

practice of effective public speaking, including how to analyze the speeches of others, build a 

strong argument, and speak  with confidence and flair. By the end of this course, students will 

know exactly what makes a truly successful speech  and will be able to put that knowledge to 

practical use.  

Reading for College Success  

  Grade 11-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

This course will provide students with the necessary tools to become successful in both their 

academics and in the work place. Reading is a vital skill to effectively take  notes and summarize 

the main idea and fact from opinion. This course will empower students to achieve their goals in 

higher education and in the career of their choosing. Please note: This course is intended for 12th 
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graders whose college placement scores are below the established cut score indicating that they 

are not “college-ready” in Reading (CPT, below 83; SAT, below 440; ACT, below 18).  

Real World Parenting  

  Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

What is the best way to care for children and teach them self-confidence and a sense of 

responsibility? Parenting involves more than having a child and providing food and shelter. Learn 

what to prepare for, what to expect, and what vital steps parents can take to create the best 

environment for their children. Parenting roles and responsibilities, nurturing and protective 

environments for children, positive parenting strategies, and effective communication in 

parent/child relationships are some of the topics covered in this course.  

Research Methods   

  Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Students practice the fundamentals of scientific research methodology by examining a social 

issue. They develop a research question, find and evaluate existing research, and design and 

implement an objective research method.  

Social Media   

  Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

This course won’t teach you how to use Facebook, the proper way to use a hashtag, or how to get 

more Instagram followers. (We trust that you’re an expert on all those things already.) What this 

course will teach you is that the world  of Social Media revolves around you – your actions, your 

decisions, and your interests. You will examine how Social Media has evolved. You will 

understand how you can find authenticity and truth within an online world where you can “be” 

anyone. And you will learn how your digital footprint makes a bigger impression than your 

physical one. You will also discover that your voice is important. You’re not only  a reader – 

you’re a writer. You don’t just follow the news – you report it as a citizen journalist. And you don’t 

just  gather information – you crowdsource it. The future of Social Media is yours to define...so 

how will you use it to make a difference?  

Social Problems I: A World in Crisis  

  Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Students will become aware of the challenges faced  by social groups, as well as learn about the 

complex relationship among societies, governments and the individual. Each unit is focused on a 

particular area of concern, often within a global context. Possible solutions at both the structural 

level as well as that of the individual will be examined. Students will not only learn more about 

how social problems affect them personally, but begin to develop the skills necessary to help make 

a difference in their own lives and communities, not to mention globally. 

Social Problems II: Crisis, Conflicts & Challenges  

  Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

This course continues to examine social issues affecting individuals and societies around the 

globe. Students learn about the overall structure of the social problem as well as how it impacts 

their lives. Each unit focuses on a particular social problem, including racial discrimination, drug 
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abuse, the loss of community, and urban sprawl, and discusses possible solutions at both 

individual and structural levels. For each issue, students examine connections in the global arena 

involving societies, governments and the individual.  

Sociology I: The Study of Human Relationships  

  Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

The world is becoming more complex. How do your  beliefs, values and behavior affect the 

people around you and the world in which we live? Students will examine social problems in our 

increasingly connected world, and learn how human relationships can strongly influence and 

impact their lives. Exciting online video journeys to an array of areas in the sociological world are 

an important component of this relevant and engaging course.  

Sociology II: Your Social Life  

  Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Sociology is the study of people, social life and society.  By developing a “sociological 

imagination” students will be able to examine how society itself shapes human action  and 

beliefs...and how in turn these factors re-shape society itself! Fascinating online videos journeys 

will not only inform students, but motivate them to still seek more knowledge on their own.  

Sports & Entertainment Marketing  

  Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

In this course, students have the opportunity to explore basic marketing principles and delve 

deeper into the multi-billion dollar sports and entertainment marketing industry. They will learn 

about how professional athletes, sports teams, and well-known entertainers are marketed as 

commodities and how some of them become billionaires as a result. This course introduces 

fundamentals on how things work behind the scenes of a major sporting event, such as the Super 

Bowl, or how to play a role in such an event.  

The Lord of the Rings: An Exploration of the Films & Their Literary Influences 

  Grade 10-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

The Lord of the Rings is one of the most popular stories in the modern world. In this course, you 

will study the movie versions  of J.R.R. Tolkein’s novel and learn about the process of converting 

literature to film. You will explore fantasy literature as a genre and critique the three Lord of the 

Rings films.   

Theater, Cinema & Film Production 

  Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Lights! Camera! Action! This course will introduce students to the basics of film and theater 

productions. Students  will learn about the basics of lighting, sound, wardrobe,  and 

camerawork for both film and theater settings. The course also explores the history of film and 

theater and the influence that they have had on society. Students will analyze and critique three 

influential American films, Casablanca, Singin' in the Rain, and The Wizard of Oz.  

Thinking and Learning Strategies  

  Grade 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 
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In this course, through reading, writing, and math activities, students will develop critical 

thinking skills and test-taking strategies. Students will also gain reading, writing, organization, 

and study strategies.  

Veterinary Science  

  Grade 10-12 One Semester Prerequisite: Biology 

As animals play an increasingly important role in our lives, scientists have sought to learn more 

about their health and well-being. Taking a look at the pets that live in our homes, on our farms, 

and in zoos and wildlife sanctuaries, this course will examine some of the common diseases and 

treatments for domestic animals. Toxins, parasites, and infectious diseases impact not only the 

animals around us, but at times we humans as well! Through veterinary medicine and science, the 

prevention and treatment of diseases and health issues is studied and applied.  

World Religions: Exploring Diversity  

  Grade 11-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Throughout the ages, religions from around the world have shaped the political, social, and 

cultural aspects of societies. This course focuses on the major religions that have played a role in 

human history, including Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, 

Shintoism, and Taosim. Students will trace the major developments in these religions and explore 

their relationships with social institutions and culture. The course will also discuss some of the 

similarities and differences among the major religions and examine the connections and 

influences they have. 
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By Approval ONLY 

Based on decades of education research, the K¹² curriculum offers interactive lessons, elaborate 

textbooks, and lots of hands-on materials. This combination of online and offline content—of 

thinking and doing—helps engage young minds in the right ways. The K¹² curriculum nurtures 

inquisitive minds with the simple approach that Big Ideas + Consecutive Down Payments + 

Practice = Content Mastery. This means that every lesson builds on prior learning, and students 

shouldn’t move on to new material until they demonstrate “mastery” over the old. The curriculum 

itself is built around the notion of identifying the “big ideas” within a subject, then reinforcing 

that material through repetition and assessment. The K¹² curriculum for grades K–8 includes 

courses in seven subjects—language arts/English, history, math, science, music, art, and world 

languages—plus adaptive K–5 math courses and MARK12 adaptive reading remediation courses. 

With more than 700 engaging lessons in each subject, students can dive deeply into problem areas 

or areas of interest. With this in-depth curriculum, combined with the individualized K¹² 

approach, children will find the pace and learning style that works best for them. The K¹² 

curriculum brings lessons to life with a rich mixture of online and offline teaching tools, including 

interactive animations, award-winning printed books with beautiful illustrations and narrative, 

original CDs and videos, and materials for hands-on experiments. In addition, lesson plans for 

each subject are integrated, so your child may be reading literature from the same time period as 

the art or history lesson he or she is studying. Lessons are followed by assessments, so you can be 

sure that your child has mastered a particular area before moving on. Our individualized approach 

means your child can go as fast or slow as needed. The online assessments are integrated with the 

planning and progress tools, making it easy to find the right pace by subject and to stay on track. 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL COURSES 

Kindergarten K12   

Grade K Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Language Arts K – In this course, students receive structured lessons on readiness skills through 

emphasis on phonics, language skills, literature, and handwriting to help develop comprehension, 

build vocabulary, and promote a lifelong interest in reading.  

Math K – This course introduces kindergarten students to numbers through 30. Students learn 

through reading, writing, counting, comparing, ordering, adding, and subtracting. They 

experience problem solving and encounter early concepts in place value, time, length, weight, and 

capacity. They learn to gather and display simple data. Students also study two- and three-
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dimensional figures—they identify, sort, study patterns, and relate mathematical figures to objects 

within their environment. 

Science K – Kindergarten students begin to develop observation skills as they learn about the five 

senses, the Earth’s composition, and the basic needs of plants and animals. Students will also 

explore topics such as measurement (size, height, length, weight, capacity, and temperature), 

matter (solid, liquid, and gas), the seasonal cycle, our Earth (geography, taking care of the Earth), 

motion (pushes and pulls, magnets), and astronomy (the Earth, Sun, Moon, and stars; exploring 

space; astronauts Neil Armstrong and Sally Ride). 

History K – This beginning course teaches the basics of world geography through a storybook 

tour of the seven continents, and provides an introduction to American history and civics through 

a series of biographies of famous Americans. Supplementary lessons introduce students to 

symbols that represent American freedom; the laws, rights, and responsibilities of citizens; the 

cultures and traditions of the United States; and basic economic concepts. 

Art K – Students are introduced to the elements of art—line, shape, color, and more. They learn 

about portraits and landscapes, and realistic and abstract art. Students will learn about important 

paintings, sculpture, and architecture; study the works and lives of artists such as Matisse, Miró, 

Rembrandt, Hiroshige, Cézanne, Picasso, and Faith Ringgold; and create artworks similar to 

works they learn about, using many materials and techniques. For example, students will create 

brightly colored paintings inspired by Matisse and make mobiles inspired by Alexander Calder. 

Preparatory Music – Kindergarten students learn about music through lively activities, including 

listening, singing, and moving. Through games and folk songs from diverse cultures, students 

learn musical concepts such as high and low, or loud and soft. Creative movement activities help 

students enjoy the music of composers such as Grieg and Haydn. Students will sing along with 

folk songs, practice moving to music, and listen actively to different kinds of music. They will also 

understand concepts such as high and low, fast and slow, long and short, loud and soft, as well as 

identify and contrast beat and rhythm. 

 

Language Arts 

Language Arts 1    

Grade 1 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In Language Arts 1, students get structured lessons on reading skills, language skills, and 

literature to help develop comprehension, build vocabulary, and promote a lifelong interest in 

reading. The advanced K12 PhonicsWorks program helps students become confident, 

independent readers. Handwriting without Tears focuses on careful practice at a pace that 

matches each student’s development of fine motor skills. Literature lessons focus on classic 

folktales, fairy tales, fables, and poetry. Read-aloud and guided reading lessons help students 

apply and extend the skills introduced in PhonicsWorks. 

Language Arts 2    
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Grade 2 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course provides a comprehensive and interrelated sequence of lessons for students to 

continue building their proficiency in literature and comprehension, writing skills, vocabulary, 

spelling, and handwriting. 

Language Arts 3    

Grade 3 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In Language Arts 3, reading lessons are designed to develop comprehension, build vocabulary, 

and help students become more independent readers. Students practice writing as a process as 

they write a narrative, a report, letters, and poetry. Students learn about sentence structure, parts 

of speech, and research skills. Through weekly word lists, students learn relationships between 

sounds and spellings. Students read works of nonfiction, as well as four novels. Students learn 

and use techniques for effective oral presentations, and develop test-taking and critical thinking 

skills.  

Language Arts 4    

Grade 4 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This is a comprehensive course covering composition, vocabulary, grammar, usage, and 

mechanics, including sentence analysis and diagramming. Structured lessons on spelling enable 

students to recognize base words and roots in related words. Lessons are designed to develop 

comprehension, build vocabulary, and help students become more independent readers. The 

emphasis is on classic literature. Students read works of nonfiction, as well as four novels selected 

from a long list of classics. A test preparation program prepares students for standardized tests. 

Language Arts 5    

Grade 5 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course provides structured lessons on composition, vocabulary, grammar, usage, and 

mechanics. Through emphasis on spelling, students learn relationships between sounds and 

spellings in words and affixes. Lessons are designed to develop comprehension, build vocabulary, 

and help students become more independent and thoughtful readers. Students practice writing 

as they write a memoir, an editorial, a research paper, a business letter, and more. Students learn 

about parts of speech, punctuation, and research skills. Students read works of nonfiction, as well 

as four novels selected from a long list of classics. 

 

Mathematics 

Math 1    

Grade 1 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course for students in grade 1 extends their work with place value to numbers through 100, 

emphasizing fluency of addition and subtraction facts, and focusing on number sentences and 

problem solving with addition and subtraction. Students begin work with money, telling time, 

ordering events, and measuring length, weight, and capacity with non-standard units. Students 
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identify attributes of geometric figures and also extend their work with patterns and data, 

including representing and comparing data. 

Math 2    

Grade 2 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course for students in grade 2 focuses primarily on number concepts, place value, and 

addition and subtraction of numbers through 1,000. Special emphasis is given to problem solving, 

inverse operations, properties of operations, decomposition of numbers, and mental math. 

Students study money, time, and measurement; geometric figures; analyzing and displaying data 

with new representations; and determining the range and mode of data. Early concepts about 

multiplication, division, and fractions are introduced. 

Math 3    

Grade 3 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course covers core mathematics concepts, including place value, rounding, estimation, word 

problems with addition and subtraction, the properties of multiplication, probability, 

measurement, shapes, patterns, decimals, and comparing fractions. These topics include skills 

that are necessary to build a foundation in geometry, algebra, trigonometry, and real-world 

problem solving. Semester 2 covers core mathematics concepts, including place value, rounding, 

estimation, word problems with addition and subtraction, the properties of multiplication, 

probability, measurement, shapes, patterns, decimals, and comparing fractions. These topics 

include skills that are necessary to build a foundation in geometry, algebra, trigonometry, and 

real-world problem solving. 

Math 4    

Grade 4 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course expands on many third grade core mathematics concepts as well as introducing new 

concepts. These concepts include place value, reading and writing whole numbers, comparing 

numbers, ordering numbers, word problems with addition, subtraction, multiplication and 

division, rounding and estimating, counting and making change with money, factors and 

multiples, telling time and calculating elapsed time, measurement, 2-D and 3-D shapes, various 

graphs and diagrams, probability, adding, subtracting, multiplying, converting, and ordering 

fractions and decimals, completing function tables, and solving inequalities. They will also 

recognize, reproduce, extend, create and describe patterns. These topics include skills that are 

necessary to build a foundation in geometry, algebra, trigonometry, statistics, calculus, and real 

world problem solving. 

Math 5    

Grade 5 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course will help students learn mathematical building blocks that will be used throughout 

their upcoming math courses. Students enrolled in this course will learn about place value, 

addition and subtraction of whole numbers and decimals, and multiplication of whole numbers 

and decimals. Other topics include multiplication of variables and expressions, division number 

sense, division of whole numbers and decimals, divisibility, and prime and composite numbers. 
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As the students progress through the course, they will also learn some algebra concepts and will 

study graphing and probability. 

 

Science 

Science 1    

Grade 1 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Students learn to perform experiments, record observations, and understand how scientists see 

the natural world. They germinate seeds to observe plant growth, and make a weather vane. 

Students will also explore topics such as matter (states of matter, mixtures, and solutions), 

weather (cloud formation, the water cycle), animal classification and adaptation (insects, 

amphibians, birds, and mammals), habitats (forests, deserts, rain forests), the oceans (waves and 

currents, coasts, coral reefs), light (how it travels, reflections, and inventor Thomas Edison), 

plants (germination, functions of roots, stems), and the human body. 

Science 2    

Grade 2 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Students perform experiments to develop skills of observation and analysis and learn how 

scientists understand our world. They demonstrate how pulleys lift heavy objects, make a 

temporary magnet and test its strength, and analyze the parts of a flower. Students will explore 

topics such as the metric system (liters and kilograms), force (motion and simple machines, 

physicist Isaac Newton), magnetism (magnetic poles and fields, how a compass works), sound 

(how sounds are made, inventor Alexander Graham Bell), the human body (cells, the digestive 

system), and geology (layers of the earth, kinds of rocks, weathering). 

Science 3    

Grade 3 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Students learn to observe and analyze through hands-on experiments and gain further insight 

into how scientists understand our world. They observe and chart the phases of the moon, 

determine the properties of insulators and conductors, and make a three-dimensional model of a 

bone. Students will explore topics such as weather (air pressure, precipitation, clouds, humidity, 

fronts, and forecasting), vertebrates (features of fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals), 

ecosystems (climate zones, tundra, forests, desert, grasslands, freshwater, and marine 

ecosystems), matter (phase changes, volume, mass, atoms), the human body, energy, light, and 

astronomy 

Science 4    

Grade 4 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Students develop scientific reasoning and perform hands-on experiments in Earth, life, and 

physical sciences. They construct an electromagnet, identify minerals according to their 

properties, use chromatography to separate liquids, and assemble food webs. Students will 

explore topics such as the interdependence of life; plant and animal interactions; chemistry; 

forces and fluids; the human body; the nervous system; invertebrates; electricity and magnetism; 
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rocks and minerals; weathering, erosion, and deposition; the fossil record and the history of life; 

and the Paleozoic, Mesozoic, and Cenozoic eras. 

Science 5    

Grade 5 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Students perform experiments, develop scientific reasoning, and recognize science in the world 

around them. They build a model of a watershed, test how cell membranes function, track a 

hurricane, and analyze the effects of gravity. Students will explore topics such as water resources 

(aquifers, watersheds, and wetlands), the oceans (currents, waves, tides, the ocean floor), Earth’s 

atmosphere (weather patterns, maps, forecasts, fronts), motion and forces (pushes or pulls, 

position and speed, gravity), chemistry (structure of atoms, elements and compounds), cells and 

cell processes, taxonomy of plants and animals, and animal physiology. 

 

Social Studies 

History 1    

Grade 1 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course kicks off a program that, spanning the elementary grades, provides an overview of 

world geography and history from the Stone Age to the Space Age. This course takes students 

through the age of classical civilizations. Supplementary lessons focus on concepts in economics 

and citizenship. 

History 2    

Grade 2 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course continues a program that spans the elementary grades, exploring world geography 

and history from the Stone Age to the Space Age. This course focuses on the time from ancient 

Rome to the later Middle Ages. Supplementary lessons focus on concepts in economics and 

citizenship. 

History 3    

Grade 3 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course continues a program that spans the elementary grades, exploring world geography 

and history from the Stone Age to the Space Age. This course focuses on the period from the 

Renaissance through the American Revolution. Supplementary lessons focus on concepts in 

economics and citizenship. 

History 4    

Grade 4 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course concludes a program that spans the elementary grades, exploring world geography 

and history from the Stone Age to the Space Age. This course focuses on the period from the 

Scientific Revolution to modern times. Supplementary lessons focus on concepts in economics 

and citizenship. 

American History A    
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Grade 5 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

The first half of a detailed two-year survey of the history of the United States, this course takes 

students from the arrival of the first people in North America through the Civil War and 

Reconstruction. Lessons integrate topics in geography, civics, and economics. Building on the 

award-winning series A History of US, the course guides students through critical episodes in the 

story of America. Students investigate Native American civilizations; follow the path of European 

exploration and colonization; assess the causes and consequences of the American Revolution; 

examine the Constitution and the growth of the new nation; and analyze what led to the Civil War 

and its aftermath. 

 

Electives 

Art 1   

Grade 1 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Following the timeline of K¹² History, Art 1 lessons include an introduction to the art and 

architecture of different cultures, such as Mesopotamia and ancient Egypt, Greece, and China. 

Students will identify landscapes, still lifes, and portraits; study elements of art, such as line, 

shape, and texture; and create art similar to the works they learn about, using many materials and 

techniques. For example, inspired by Vincent van Gogh’s The Starry Night, students paint their 

own starry landscape using bold brushstrokes, and make clay sculptures inspired by a bust of 

Queen Nefertiti and the Great Sphinx. 

Art 2   

Grade 2 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Art 2 lessons include an introduction to the art and architecture of ancient Rome, medieval 

Europe, Islam, Mexico, Africa, China, and Japan. Students will examine elements of art and 

principles of design, such as line, shape, pattern, and more; study and create self-portraits, 

landscapes, sculptures, and more; and create artworks similar to works they learn about, using 

many materials and techniques. For example, after studying Winslow Homer’s Snap the Whip, 

students paint their own narrative landscape, and design stained glass windows inspired by the 

Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris. 

Art 3   

Grade 3 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Following the timeline of K¹² History, Art 3 lessons include an introduction to the art and 

architecture of the Renaissance throughout Europe, including Italy, Russia, and northern Europe. 

Students also investigate artworks from Asia, Africa, and the Americas created during the same 

time period. Students will extend their knowledge of elements of art and principles of design, such 

as form, texture, and symmetry, and draw, paint, and sculpt a variety of works, including self-

portraits, landscapes, and still life paintings. For example, after studying da Vinci’s Mona Lisa, 

students will use shading in their own drawings and make prints showing the features and 

symmetry of the Taj Mahal. 
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Art 4   

Grade 4 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Lessons include an introduction to the artists, cultures, and great works of art and architecture 

from the French and American revolutions through modern times. Students will study and create 

artworks in various media, including portraits, quilts, sculpture, collages, and more; investigate 

the art of the United States, Europe, Japan, Mexico, and Africa; learn about Impressionism, 

Cubism, Art Nouveau, and Regionalism; and create artworks inspired by works they learn about, 

using many materials and techniques. For example, after studying sculptures and paintings of 

ballerinas by Edgar Degas, students create their own clay sculptures of a figure in motion. 

Intermediate Art American A   

Grade 5 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Art 5: American A includes an introduction to the artists, cultures, and great works of art and 

architecture of North America, from pre-Columbian times through 1877. Students will study and 

create various works, both realistic and abstract, including sketches, masks, architectural models, 

prints, and paintings; investigate the art of the American Indians, and Colonial and Federal 

America; and create artworks inspired by works they learn about, using many materials and 

techniques. For example, after studying John James Audubon’s extraordinary paintings of birds, 

students make bird paintings with realistic color and texture. 

Beginning 1 Music   

Grade 1 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course is for students in grade 1, or students in grade 2 who are new to the K12 Music 

program. In this course, traditional games and folk songs from many cultures help students begin 

to read and write simple melodic and rhythmic patterns. Students are introduced to the 

instruments of the orchestra through Prokofiev’s classic Peter and the Wolf. They explore how 

music tells stories in The Sorcerer’s Apprentice and are introduced to opera through a lively unit 

on Mozart’s Magic Flute. Students sing along with folk songs, practice moving to music, and listen 

actively to different kinds of music. 

Beginning 2 Music   

Grade 1 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course is for students in grade 2 or 3 who have completed Beginning 1 Music. Through 

traditional folk songs and games, students learn to read more complicated melodic patterns and 

rhythms. As students listen to works by great composers, such as Vivaldi and Saint-Saëns, they 

learn to recognize these patterns in the music. Students will sing along with folk songs; read and 

write music; learn to recognize melody in three and four-note patterns; identify rhythms in music 

using half notes; become familiar with string and percussion instruments of the orchestra; 

recognize duple and triple meter; and begin to understand standard musical notation. 

 

Introduction to Music   

Grade 1 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 
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Introduction to Music is for students in grade 3 or 4 who are new to K12 and just beginning their 

study of music. Students learn to recognize and write melodic and rhythmic patterns with four 

elements, and they practice recognizing these patterns in the music of great composers, such as 

Beethoven and Brahms. Students become familiar with instruments of the orchestra as they listen 

to music composed by Vivaldi, Saint-Saëns, Holst, and others. Students will read and write music; 

learn to recognize melody in two-, three-, and four-note patterns; and identify rhythms in music 

using eighth, quarter, half notes, and rests. 

Intermediate 1 Music   

Grade 1 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course is for students in grade 3 or 4 who have completed Beginning 1 and 2 Music, or 

students in grade 4 or 5 who have completed Introduction to Music. Through traditional folk 

songs, games, and the consistent use of solfege, students learn to read and write a variety of 

musical patterns and recognize the pentatonic scale. They learn to play simple melodies and 

rhythms on the recorder, and also learn fundamental concepts in breathing and singing. They 

become more familiar with the orchestra, especially the woodwind and brass families, and learn 

about the lives and works of Bach, Handel, Haydn, Mozart, and Beethoven. Students will learn to 

recognize melody in four- and five-note patterns; identify rhythms in music using sixteenths, 

dotted half notes, and whole notes; and recognize AB and ABA form. 

Intermediate 2 Music   

Grade 1 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course is for students in grade 4 or 5 who have completed Intermediate 1 Music. The course 

begins by introducing notes that are lower or higher than the familiar lines and spaces of the staff. 

Students expand their knowledge of rhythm and learn about the Romantic period in music. 

Students also study harmony and practice recognizing pentatonic patterns. Finally, they take a 

musical trip through Europe, Africa, the Middle East, the Caribbean, Japan, and China. 

Intermediate 3 Music   

Grade 1 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course is for students in grade 5 who have completed Intermediate 2 Music. The course 

introduces students to all the notes of the major scale, from low Sol all the way up to high Do. 

Students also learn to recognize and sing the natural minor scale. They expand their knowledge 

of rhythm with simple syncopated patterns. This semester introduces the Modern period in music, 

with listening activities to help students recognize Modern music and identify pieces by individual 

composers. Near the end of the year, students explore American folk music as they follow the 

expansion of the country westward. Finally, they learn to recognize the major forms of classical 

music: three-part song form, theme and variations, rondo, sonata allegro, and fugue. 

Exploring Music   

Grade 1 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course is for students in grade 5 who are new to the K12 Music program. This course presents 

the basics of traditional music appreciation through singing and the study of music in history and 

culture. Students begin by studying some of the most important classical composers, and then 
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study traditional music from around the country and around the world. Finally, they learn how to 

follow the form of a piece of music. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL COURSES 

 

Language Arts 

Intermediate English A   

Grade 6 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course is designed to give students the essential building blocks for expressing their own 

ideas in standard (or formal) English. After an opening focus on paragraph writing, students write 

a variety of compositions in genres they will encounter throughout their academic careers. The 

Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics program offers practice in sentence analysis, sentence structure, 

and proper punctuation. Intermediate English A sharpens reading comprehension skills, engages 

readers in literary analysis, and offers a variety of literature to suit diverse tastes. 

Intermediate English B    

Grade 7 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course continues the development of written and oral communication skills, designed to give 

students the essential building blocks for expressing their own ideas in standard (or formal) 

English. Students continue to practice writing essays in various genres. They analyze the 

conventional five-paragraph essay structure, and then move on to learn the form and structure of 

a variety of essays they will encounter in their academic careers. The Grammar, Usage, and 

Mechanics program addresses many grammatical topics. Intermediate English B sharpens 

reading comprehension skills, engages readers in literary analysis, and offers a variety of literature 

to suit diverse tastes. 

Literary Analysis and Composition    

Grade 8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Throughout this course, students will engage in literary analysis of short stories, poetry, drama, 

novels, and nonfiction. The course focuses on the interpretation of literary works and the 

development of oral and written communication skills in standard (formal) English. The program 

is organized in four strands: Literature; Composition; Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics; and 

Vocabulary. In the writing program, students continue.to sharpen their composition skills 

through writing essays in various genres. In the literature program, students read “what’s between 

the lines” to interpret literature, and they go beyond the book to discover how the culture in which 

a work of literature was created contributes to the themes and ideas it conveys. 
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Mathematics 

Fundamentals of Geometry and Algebra    

Grade 6 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In K12’s Fundamentals of Geometry and Algebra course students enhance computational and 

problem-solving skills while learning topics in algebra, geometry, probability, and statistics. They 

solve expressions and equations in the context of perimeter, area, and volume problems while 

further developing computational skills with fractions and decimals. The study of plane and solid 

figures includes construction and transformations of figures. Also in the context of problem 

solving, students add, subtract, multiply, and divide positive and negative integers and solve 

problems involving ratios, proportions, and percents, including simple and compound interest, 

rates, discount, tax, and tip problems. They learn multiple representations for communicating 

information, such as graphs on the coordinate plane, statistical data and displays, as well as the 

results of probability and sampling experiments. They investigate patterns involving addition, 

multiplication, and exponents, and apply number theory and computation to mathematical 

puzzles. 

Pre-Algebra    

Grade 7 Two Semesters Prerequisite: K12 Math 6 or equivalent 

In this course, students take a broader look at computational and problem-solving skills while 

learning the language of algebra. Students translate word phrases and sentences into 

mathematical expressions; analyze geometric figures; solve problems involving percentages, 

ratios, and proportions; graph different kinds of equations and inequalities; calculate statistical 

measures and probabilities; apply the Pythagorean theorem; and explain strategies for solving 

real-world problems. Students who take this course are expected to have mastered the skills and 

concepts of the K12 Fundamentals of Geometry and Algebra course (or equivalent). 

Algebra I    

Grade 8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Pre-Algebra 

Students develop algebraic fluency by learning the skills needed to solve equations and perform 

manipulations with numbers, variables, equations, and inequalities. They also learn concepts 

central to the abstraction and generalization that algebra makes possible. Students learn to use 

number properties to simplify expressions or justify statements; describe sets with set notation 

and find the union and intersection of sets; simplify and evaluate expressions involving variables, 

fractions, exponents, and radicals; work with integers, rational numbers, and irrational numbers; 

and graph and solve equations, inequalities, and systems of equations. They learn to determine 

whether a relation is a function and how to describe its domain and range; use factoring, formulas, 

and other techniques to solve quadratic and other polynomial equations; formulate and evaluate 

valid mathematical arguments using various types of reasoning; and translate word problems into 

mathematical equations and then use the equations to solve the original problems. Students who 

take Algebra are expected to have mastered the skills and concepts presented in the K¹² Pre-

Algebra course (or equivalent). 
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Science 

Earth Science    

Grade 6 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

The Earth Science curriculum builds on the natural curiosity of students. By connecting them to 

the beauty of geological history, the amazing landforms around the globe, the nature of the sea 

and air, and the newest discoveries about our universe, the curriculum gives students an 

opportunity to relate to their everyday world. Students will explore topics such as the 

fundamentals of geology, oceanography, meteorology, and astronomy; Earth’s minerals and 

rocks; Earth’s interior; plate tectonics, earthquakes, volcanoes, and the movements of continents; 

geology and the fossil record; the oceans and the atmosphere; and the solar system and the 

universe. 

Life Science    

Grade 7 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

The K¹² Life Science program invites students to investigate the world of living things—at levels 

both large and small—by reading, observing, and experimenting with aspects of life on Earth. 

Students explore an amazing variety of organisms, the complex workings of the cell, the 

relationship between living things and their environments, and discoveries in the world of modern 

genetics. Practical, hands-on lesson activities help students discover how scientists investigate the 

living world. Students perform laboratory activities and a full unit investigation to learn about the 

application of scientific methods. 

Physical Science    

Grade 8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

The K¹² Physical Science program introduces students to many aspects of the physical world, 

focusing first on chemistry and then on physics. The course provides an overview of the physical 

world and gives students tools and concepts to think clearly about atoms, molecules, chemical 

reactions, motion, electricity, light, and other aspects of chemistry and physics. Among other 

subjects, students study the structure of atoms; the elements and the Periodic Table; chemical 

reactions; forces, including gravitational, motion, acceleration, and mass; and energy, including 

light, thermal, electricity, and magnetism. 

 

Social Studies 

American History B    

Grade 6 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

The second half of a detailed two-year survey of the history of the United States, this course takes 

students from the westward movement of the late 1800s to the present. Lessons integrate topics 

in geography, civics, and economics. Building on the award-winning series A History of US, the 

course guides students through critical episodes in the story of America. Students examine the 

impact of the settlement of the American West; investigate the social, political, and economic 
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changes that resulted from industrialization; explore the changing role of the U.S. in international 

affairs from the late 19th century through the end of the Cold War; and trace major events and 

trends in the United States from the Cold War through the first decade of the twenty-first century. 

Intermediate World History A   VAMS730, VAMS731 

Grade 7 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In this first part of a survey of world history from prehistoric to modern times, K12 online lessons 

and assessments complement The Human Odyssey, a textbook series developed and published by 

K12. This course focuses on the development of civilization across a 12,000-year span: from the 

Ice Age to the Middle Ages, from cave paintings to stained glass windows, from crude huts to 

Gothic cathedrals. The course introduces geography concepts and skills as they appear in the 

context of the historical narrative. 

Intermediate World History B    

Grade 8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Continuing a survey of world history from prehistoric to modern times, K¹² online lessons and 

assessments complement the second volume of The Human Odyssey, a textbook series developed 

and published by K¹². This course focuses on the story of the past, from the 15th century to 1914 

and the beginning of World War I. The course is organized chronologically and, within broad eras, 

regionally. Lessons explore developments in religion, philosophy, the arts, and science and 

technology. The course introduces geography concepts and skills as they appear in the context of 

the historical narrative. 

 

Electives 

Intermediate Art American B   

Grades 6 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Intermediate Art: American B is designed to complement K¹² American History B. Following the 

same historical timeline, lessons include an introduction to the artists, cultures, and great works 

of American art and architecture from the end of the Civil War through modern times. Students 

will investigate paintings done in various styles, from Impressionist to Pop; learn about modern 

sculpture and folk art; discover how photographers and painters have inspired one another; 

examine examples of modern architecture, from skyscrapers to art museums; and create artworks 

inspired by works they learn about. 

Intermediate Art World A   

Grades 7 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Intermediate Art: World A is designed to complement Intermediate World History A: From 

Prehistory through the Middle Ages. Following the same historical timeline, lessons include an 

introduction to the artists, cultures, and great works of world art and architecture from ancient 

through medieval times. Students will investigate how artists from different civilizations used 

various techniques, from painting to mosaic; examine elements of design and styles of decoration, 
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from the spiral to the solar disk; and explore some of the best-preserved works from ancient 

tombs, including the treasures of Egypt’s King Tut. 

Intermediate Art World B   

Grades 8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

K¹² Intermediate Art: World B is designed to complement World History: Our Modern World, 

1400 to 1917. Following the same historical timeline, lessons include an introduction to the artists, 

cultures, and great works of world art and architecture from the Renaissance through modern 

times. Students will study various works of art from the Renaissance and beyond; discover great 

works of art and see how they influenced later artists; compare and contrast works from many 

civilizations, from paintings to sculpture, architecture, book covers, prints, and more; and create 

artworks inspired by works they learn about. 

Music Concepts A   

Grades 6 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course is for students in grade 6, or students in grade 7 who are new to the K12 Music 

program. Students learn the fundamentals of music, as they relate to the piano key, and study a 

select group of composers and their music. The course covers the staff and the keyboard; 

extending the staff; and flats, sharps, and scales. Course content is offline. Students complete 

lessons using the Music Ace CD, student guides, and listening CDs. 

Music Concepts B   

Grades 7 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course is for students in grade 7 who have already completed Music Concepts A. Students 

learn the fundamentals of music, as they relate to the piano key, and study a select group of 

composers and their music. The course covers the elements of rhythm and melody; rhythms, rests, 

and keys; and minor scales, syncopation, and harmony. Course content is offline. Students 

complete lessons using the Music Ace CD, student guides, and listening CDs. 

Music Appreciation   

Grades 8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course is for students in grade 8. Music Appreciation covers the fundamentals of music (such 

as rhythm, beat, melody, harmony, form, and expression), and a survey of music history beginning 

with the early music of the Greeks and the Middle Ages. The course concludes with Modern music 

by composers such as Copland and Prokofiev. Topics include the elements of music; music and 

emotion; musical style; musical instruments of the world; and music through history. Course 

content is offline. Students complete lessons using the Music Appreciation CD set and student 

guides. 
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Lincoln Learning is a fully-accredited graduation curriculum provided by the National Network 

of Digital Schools that combines traditional and technology-enabled teaching methods in the 21st 

century classroom. The 21st century classroom lets both students and teachers expand the 

education process by blending traditional teaching tools with new technology. Using this 

combination, the 21st century classroom can exist anywhere. It can be in a classroom, a home, a 

hospital, or any facility students may find themselves. The 21st century classroom allows 

education to be tailored to a student's abilities. It offers a flexible schedule in which the student 

can work at his or her own pace. It also gives each student the time and attention he or she 

deserves. In the 21st century classroom, we can ensure that all students succeed. To us, the word 

interactive means much more than just taking classes on a computer. Our students participate in 

every aspect of their education. The Lincoln Interactive curriculum combines excellent instruction 

with hands-on discovery to engage students and keep them interested. Our blended learning 

approach allows students to apply what they learn to real-world situations. They can experience 

web investigations, lab experiments, PowerPoint presentations, videos, games, and more. Lincoln 

Interactive students are able to communicate online with their teacher facilitators to ask 

questions, submit assignments, and receive feed-back and grades. Our students also have the 

ability to connect with other students through email, discussion boards, and social networking. 

By providing interactive learning, we are raising the standards of quality K-12 education across 

the country 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL COURSES 

 

KINDERGARTEN COURSES 

Grade Kindergarten Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Language Arts K – Students explore Rhyming words, story retelling, and reading high frequency 

sight words. Writing styles include informative, opinion and narrative and students will begin to 

print upper and lowercase letters.  Students will learn to identify beginning, middle, and final 

sounds in words and defining syllables.  

Math K – This course covers counting to 100 and comparing numbers. Students learn to identify 

place values and classifying numbers. Addition and subtraction are taught using word problems 

and shapes are taught utilizing identifying traits and descriptions.  
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Science K – In this course, students will explore ecosystems, weather, and climate. Problem 

solving skills are used and comparison of living and non-living things. Composition of the earth 

is studied and genetics are explored and students learn the difference between scientific fact and 

opinion. 

Social Studies K – This course introduces students to family and individual wants and needs. 

History is introduced along with civics and government. Local government is studied along with 

basic geography. 

Music K – Students are introduced to the expression of ideas and creativity through music. 

Students learn about music terminology through different instruments groups and by learning to 

read music. Students are exposed to different forms of music and popular songs within western 

and worldwide music. 

Art K – Students are introduced to the expression of ideas and creativity through art. Students 

learn about artistic terms, how to create pieces of art, and how to demonstrate artistic capabilities. 

Students will become versed in common vocabulary so that they are able to connect ideas and 

demonstrate the beginnings of a strong artistic foundation. 

Physical Education K – Physical Education offers the students the opportunity to complete this 

course through 36 hours of organized, supervised, physical activity. Students complete different 

physical activities using the items they receive in the physical education kit. Students demonstrate 

completion of these activities by documenting their hours within the Physical Education Log. 

 

Language Arts 

Language Arts 1 

Grade 1 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course combines reading, writing, spelling, grammar, vocabulary, and cursive handwriting 

Students will explore comparing and contrasting elements of a story, blending separately spoken 

phonemes to form words, and literature comprehension. They will begin to learn to use the writing 

process to create various forms of writing with a focus on capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 

Root words will continue through the year and students will learn to locate context clues. 

Language Arts 2    

Grade 2 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course combines reading, writing, spelling, grammar, vocabulary, and cursive handwriting. 

Students will explore characterization, fables and story sequencing.  Word recognition and 

spelling continue form 1st grade and punctuation an grammar are added to the writing process. 

Students will learn to write at a grade appropriate level. 

 

Language Arts 3    

Grade 3 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 
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This course combines reading, writing, spelling, grammar, vocabulary, and cursive handwriting. 

Students will read five novels throughout the year in addition to shorter fiction and nonfiction 

works, poetry, biographies, and fables. They will gain knowledge related to the writing process, 

parts of a sentence, parts of speech, and conducting research. They will also keep a reading 

response journal and will learn how to give effective oral presentations. Semester 2 combines 

reading, writing, spelling, grammar, vocabulary, and cursive handwriting. Stu-dents will read five 

novels throughout the year in addition to shorter fiction and nonfiction works, poetry, 

biographies, and fables. They will gain knowledge related to the writing process, parts of a 

sentence, parts of speech, and conducting research. They will also keep a reading response journal 

and will learn how to give effective oral presentations. 

Language Arts 4    

Grade 4 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course combines reading, writing, spelling, grammar, vocabulary, and cursive handwriting. 

Students will read various novels throughout the year, as well as fiction and nonfiction, poetry, 

and myths. They will create and use graphic organizes and charts to compare and contrast in-

formation from their readings and to organize information for their own writing. They will 

improve their reading and writing by using a dictionary and thesaurus and learning how to 

identify the author’s purpose for writing. They will expand their knowledge related to parts of 

speech, proofreading and editing their own writing and competing oral presentation. They will 

also keep a journal where they will respond to all types of stories. 

Language Arts 5    

Grade 5 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

The students will learn proper writing strategies in this course. They will write a series of various 

essays such as a persuasive essay about a vacation they would like to take and a how-to essay on 

making a certain food. Students will also read several stories that help them learn about many 

different areas in their lives. They will learn about point of view, sentence variety, prefixes, 

suffixes, complete subjects and predicates. With each day, students will learn to discover their 

own strengths and abilities. Students will encounter reading, writing, vocabulary, grammar, and 

spelling lessons daily. They will also keep a reading log of stories they have read outside of the 

assigned course material that will encourage them to enjoy reading. Additionally, students in this 

course will also be exposed to many literary forms that will reinforce the major concepts of the 

English language. 

 

Mathematics 

Math 1    

Grade 1 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course covers extending sequences and continues place value studies from kindergarten. 

Students learn to compare numbers and begin mental math concepts. Addition and subtraction 

continue using multiple digits. Multi dimensional shapes are added along with measurement.  

Students learn to tell time and are introduced to table and charts. 
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Math 2    

Grade 2 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course covers more advanced word problems and multiplication is taught. Students continue 

to work on time and begin learning about money and its mathematical applications. The skills 

taught in 1st grade continue and properties of mathematical operations are added.  

Math 3    

Grade 3 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course covers core mathematics concepts, including place value, rounding, estimation, word 

problems with addition and subtraction, the properties of multiplication, probability, 

measurement, shapes, patterns, decimals, and comparing fractions. These topics include skills 

that are necessary to build a foundation in geometry, algebra, trigonometry, and real-world 

problem solving. Semester 2 covers core mathematics concepts, including place value, rounding, 

estimation, word problems with addition and subtraction, the properties of multiplication, 

probability, measurement, shapes, patterns, decimals, and comparing fractions. These topics 

include skills that are necessary to build a foundation in geometry, algebra, trigonometry, and 

real-world problem solving. 

Math 4    

Grade 4 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course expands on many third grade core mathematics concepts as well as introducing new 

concepts. These concepts include place value, reading and writing whole numbers, comparing 

numbers, ordering numbers, word problems with addition, subtraction, multiplication and 

division, rounding and estimating, counting and making change with money, factors and 

multiples, telling time and calculating elapsed time, measurement, 2-D and 3-D shapes, various 

graphs and diagrams, probability, adding, subtracting, multiplying, converting, and ordering 

fractions and decimals, completing function tables, and solving inequalities. They will also 

recognize, reproduce, extend, create and describe patterns. These topics include skills that are 

necessary to build a foundation in geometry, algebra, trigonometry, statistics, calculus, and real 

world problem solving. 

Math 5    

Grade 5 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course will help students learn mathematical building blocks that will be used throughout 

their upcoming math courses. Students enrolled in this course will learn about place value, 

addition and subtraction of whole numbers and decimals, and multiplication of whole numbers 

and decimals. Other topics include multiplication of variables and expressions, division number 

sense, division of whole numbers and decimals, divisibility, and prime and composite numbers. 

As the students progress through the course, they will also learn some algebra concepts and will 

study graphing and probability. 
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Science 

Science 1    

Grade 1 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In this course, students will explore topics including properties of matter, force and motion, 

temperature, light and energy. Sound and vibration are studied and students begin to learn about 

organisms and cells. Natural resources are introduced. 

Science 2    

Grade 2 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In this course, students continue to learn about organisms and cells and begin inherited traits. 

Properties of matter are studied and students are introduced to ecosystems, earth, and space. 

Students will continue natural resources and begin to study conservation. 

Science 3    

Grade 3 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course enables students to become junior scientists as they complete a variety of hands-on 

experiments and learn to log their observations and results in a science lab journal. Students will 

learn and follow the scientific method as they conduct experiments related to geology, biology, 

physics, Earth science, and wellness. They will gain knowledge related to the properties of rocks, 

soil, and fossils; the characteristics of various natural disasters; the various types of land 

formations; and health and nutrition. Like all third grade courses, Science includes online lessons 

complete with engaging teacher videos, mini-games for practice and reinforcement, links to great 

resources, fun online activities, and hands-on activities that are completed with the printed 

activities books and a variety of supplies (included as an optional purchase). Students will learn 

and follow the scientific method as they conduct experiments related to geology, biology, physics, 

Earth science, and wellness. They will gain knowledge related to the properties of rocks, soil, and 

fossils; the characteristics of various natural disasters; the various types of land formations; and 

health and nutrition. 

Science 4    

Grade 4 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In this course, students will develop a science journal to record notes, drawings, questions, and 

data from the scientific experiments that they complete. Through these experiments, they will 

learn more about famous scientists, scientific instruments, and diagrams, tables, and graphs used 

by scientists. They will conduct safe and simple experiments related to biology, earth science, 

ecology, astronomy geology, light and electricity, physics, anatomy, and wellness. Students will 

also relate their experiments to real world problems, such as the effects of pesticides, pollution, 

and fertilizer. 
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Science 5    

Grade 5 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Students will be introduced to the fascinating world of middle school science. Through highly 

interactive and exciting lessons, students will learn about the processes of life, interactions of 

living things, the classification system of organisms, and the structure of Earth. The utilization of 

hands-on activities, videos, games, and animations will further engage and challenge students to 

achieve new heights of scientific knowledge. This course will help build the foundation of scientific 

learning by introducing the main aspects of science to students. 

 

Social Studies 

Social Studies 1    

Grade 1 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course introduces rules and laws and community responsibility. Students will continue to 

learn about local government and expand on economics with scarcity and choice. Basic geography 

is introduced 

Social Studies 2    

Grade 2 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course introduces students to government, civics and political institutions. Citizenship is 

taught along with communication, and economics, earning and saving money. Students will study 

historical events and timelines, maps and globes, and landforms. 

Social Studies 3    

Grade 3 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course gives students the opportunity to thoroughly explore the concept of community. 

Students will gain knowledge of diversity, geography, the economy, public service, and 

citizenship. Additional topics include the original thirteen colonies, the early pioneers, state and 

local government, and life in the past and present. This course shows students how their 

communities relate to others around the country and the world. Social Studies includes online 

lessons complete with engaging teacher videos, mini-games for practice and reinforcement, links 

to great resources, fun online activities, and hands-on activities that are completed with the 

printed activities books and a variety of supplies (included as an optional purchase). Students will 

gain knowledge of diversity, geography, the economy, public service, and citizenship. Additional 

topics include the original thirteen colonies, the early pioneers, state and local government, and 

life in the past and present. This course shows students how their communities relate to others 

around the country and the world. 

Social Studies 4    

Grade 4 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course will cover the five themes of geography in the United States by reading and 

interpreting maps, globes, pictographs, bar graphs, line graphs, and tables. Students will 

investigate factors that contributed to the development of cities and industries in certain areas 



Oxford Virtual Academy 2016-

2017 

 

 115 

 

Course Catalog 

and trace the evolution of US water systems. They will also identify the political systems of the 

United States including branches of government and differences between national, state, and local 

government. They will analyze the geographic political, economic, and social structure of each 

region of the US and examine historical events beginning with Native Americans continuing to 

the present day. 

Social Studies 5    

Grade 5 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course will introduce students to the early settlers of United States including several Native 

American groups, European explorers, and the Spanish. This course will also identify the hard-

ships that many Africans endured while being enslaved in this country and the structure and 

civilization of the early colonies. Social Studies 5 Part 1 will conclude by describing early American 

wars including the French and Indian War, the American Revolution, and the War of 1812, which 

introduces learners to the struggles in the United States related to the Civil War, the division that 

grew between the North and South due to their differing perspectives regarding slavery, 

government, and war. Key concepts will include the Battle of Gettysburg; the end of the Civil War 

and Reconstruction; the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments; and the end of slavery. This course 

will also highlight the main points, battles, and victories of World War I and World War II, as well 

as the Cold War, and will conclude by describing the current American government and the 

American people. 

 

Electives 

 

Getting Started 1-5   

Grade 1-5 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course is part of the student’s grade and is designed to help students start each day off on the 

right foot. These activities build routine and structure into the day and introduce a variety of 

teachable moments. The Getting Started Kit includes flashcards, and test preparation books that 

teaches good study skills and test taking strategies. Finally, online, the students have access to the 

Brain Food activities including visual arts, music, family and consumer science, and technology. 

Wellness 1-5   

Grade 1-5 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Wellness offers the students the opportunity to complete this course through 36 hours of 

organized, supervised, physical activity. Students complete different physical activities using the 

items they receive in the physical education kit. Students demonstrate completion of these 

activities by documenting their hours within the Physical Education Log. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL COURSES 

 

Language Arts 

Language Arts 6    

Grade 6 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Students will be expected to write essays, including a comparison-contrast essay, a how-to essay, 

a short story, and a response to literature. Students will read intriguing stories written by famous 

and influential authors. The course will cover the writing process and effective writing techniques, 

and students will produce their own pieces of literature in multiple genres. Proper conventions of 

grammar are reinforced. This course explores several types of literature written by famous, 

influential authors. In composition, the writing process is emphasized, while students produce 

their own short stories, comparison-contrast essays, and how-to essays. Proper conventions of 

grammar are covered. Grammar topics include nouns, pronouns, adjectives, relative and 

interrogative pronouns, verbs, adverbs, prepositional phrases, adjective phrases, simple sentence 

structure, punctuating words in a series, and understanding and using clauses. 

English 7    

Grade 7 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Students will study parts of speech and sentences. The literature selections, while exposing 

students to a variety of genres including fiction, non-fiction, and poetry, will also help students 

focus on key elements of literature such as character, plot, setting, theme, and point of view, as 

well as literary devices. Reading selections provide students the opportunity to improve reading 

comprehension skills, develop vocabulary, and make inferences. Students will compose formal 

writing assignments, including a comparison-contrast essay, a persuasive essay, and a short story. 

English 8    

Grade 8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Students will examine literary concepts by reading, interpreting, and writing about a variety of 

literature and other cultural texts. Students will survey a broad selection of readings while 

studying the structures of different literary genres, the elements of narratives and of 

characterization, literary devices and themes, and the concepts of style and grammar. Students 

will learn reading strategies appropriate to the different genres of literature and apply these 

strategies to the readings. Basic skills are emphasized in the context of literary pieces and are 

reinforced with practice and essay writing. 

 

 

 

Mathematics 

Math 6    

Grade 6 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 
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This course will build a solid foundation in mathematics by exploring topics such as decimals, 

fractions, expressions, equations, graphing, measurement, and statistics. This course will 

introduce students to ratios, percents, and geometry and will also teach students how to collect 

and interpret data and display their findings through graphs. Students will learn to recognize 

patterns and how to work with variables. Prime numbers, factoring, and divisibility rules will be 

covered as well, and students will work with adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing 

fractions. This course includes discussions of ratios and solving proportions. Geometry concepts 

such as triangles, angels, perimeter, and area will also be covered. As the course progresses, 

students will learn about circles, 3-D figures, and finding surface area and volume of different 

prisms. Finally, students will explore graphing and how integers are used in real-world situations. 

Math 7    

Grade 7 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Students will work with decimals, equations, exponents, factors, fractions, integers, inequalities, 

proportions, rates, and ratios. In addition, students will add, subtract, multiply, and divide 

fractions. They will learn to solve one and two-step algebraic equations, and will use proportions 

to solve real-world problems. Students can utilize videos, games, and practice problems to help 

emphasize key concepts, building a solid foundation in mathematics by exploring topics that 

include geometric concepts and graphing. The geometry discussion will include lines, rays, 

segments, angles, triangles, quadrilaterals, circles, irregular figures, prisms, and cylinders. During 

the graphing component of the course, students will work with functions and patterns and will 

graph linear equations. 

Pre-Algebra    

Grade 8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course will explore a variety of concepts such as integers, algebraic expressions, rational 

numbers, real numbers, and the coordinate plane. Students will learn to implement real-world 

applications to the more abstract algebraic concepts found throughout the course. Students will 

focus on concepts that prepare them for Algebra, including how to convert between fractions, 

decimals, and percents. Students will also learn about angles, polygons, surface area, and volume 

of solid figures. 

 

 

 

Science 

MS Earth and Space Science    

Grade 6 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Science 6, will engage students in the intriguing world of science. Students will become mini-

scientists while investigating and gaining knowledge of important topics in science, such as the 

classification of animals and their unique behaviors, the planet Earth and its fascinating features, 

and the constructive and destructive forces that affect our planet. The use of fun-filled labs and 
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enticing videos will help students extend their knowledge and enhance their understanding of 

their surroundings. Sixth grade science is a stepping stone in science education that will 

strengthen students’ foundation of scientific awareness. In Part 2, students will continue their 

journeys as mini-scientists by gaining knowledge of crucial topics such as the effects of weather 

and climate, the importance of the atmosphere, and the shocking facts about electricity and 

magnetism. Students will participate in hands-on experiments and become inspired by 

fascinating videos that will extend their knowledge and understanding of their surroundings. 

Sixth grade science is a major stepping stone in science education that helps build a stronger 

foundation of scientific awareness. This course will also help students appreciate the exciting 

world of science around them.  

MS Physical Science    

Grade 7 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course explores many aspects of science. Students will begin the course by identifying matter 

as the basic building block of life. Students will then explore the cell and all of its working parts 

before being introduced to Earth’s organisms and their processes. Finally, students will 

investigate Earth’s water and atmospheric processes and determine how each produces energy 

systems. In the second part of Science 7, students will explore structural changes involving the 

Earth, ranging from the past to the present. This investigation will include the rock cycle, plate 

tectonics, and mineral formation. Students will inquire about the history of our universe and what 

it means to live in an Earth, Moon, and Sun system. Students will examine motion, forces, and 

various types of energy. Finally, students will examine types of sound and light energy 

MS Life Science    

Grade 8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course introduces eighth grade students to an integrated approach to physical, 

environmental, and life sciences. Students will study science concepts and problem solving while 

exploring a wide variety of aspects of the living and non-living world of science around them. 

Students will investigate important topics in histology (cells), heredity, the biology of living 

organisms, and finally, an introduction to meteorology. Students will be given the chance to 

identify cells and cell compounds, and describe the cell in its environment. Learners will then 

examine different cell processes that lead to energy within the cell. Genetics and heredity will also 

be explored as students discover the importance of Gregor Mendel and his work with heredity, as 

well as how these same genetic principles relate to human inheritance and disorders. Students 

will analyze Charles Darwin’s work with adaptation, natural selection, and the evolution of 

organisms. Finally, students will examine different types of meteorological processes that occur 

on Earth. The remainder of Science 8 Part 2 is comprised of topics involving geology, astronomy, 

and physics. Learners will examine different types of geological processes throughout Earth’s 

history. Students will analyze the formation and composition of various planets and celestial 

bodies. Finally, students will examine categories of motion, forces, and energy. 
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Social Studies 

MS Geography    

Grade 6 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course will focus on world history from the beginnings of human civilization to the present 

day. Students will learn to evaluate the connections between geography and history. Topics in the 

first part of this course will include the Stone Age, the Persian Empire, and ancient Egypt and its 

advances in science and medicine. Learners will then move on to study various world religions 

such as Hinduism and Buddhism. Lessons will also include discussions of early Chinese and Greek 

society and culture and the rise and fall of the Roman Empire. The final unit of Social Studies 6 

Part 1 will include studies of the Byzantine Empire, Muslim and Islamic beliefs, the Ottoman 

Empire, and various regions of Africa. Throughout this course, learners will have access to 

interactive online activities and compelling Discovery Channel School videos that will explain 

world his-tory and enhance the course. The textbook for this course provides built-in reading 

support and helps students build map skills to better understand the world. It also helps learners 

develop reading, writing, and geography skills. 

MS Civics and Government    

Grade 7 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course teaches students to think like a geographer by studying the Earth according to the five 

themes of geography. Students will use these themes to determine where something is located- 

such as a region, ethnic group, landform, or trade route- and why it can be found in a particular 

place. The answers to these basic questions will also equip students to more fully understand the 

geography, history, culture, regions, and contemporary issues facing the people of the United 

States, Canada, and Latin America. Students will learn about geography, history, culture, 

religions, and contemporary issues facing the people of Europe, Russia, Africa, Asia, and the 

Pacific Realm. By using an interactive textbook, learners will explore how each of these places has 

been shaped by history, but has also developed a rich, thriving culture that can be seen today. 

American History I    

Grade 8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

This course teaches students about American history and society, from the first human migrations 

to the Americas to the European colonization of the Americas and the founding of the United 

States, through to the end of the Reconstruction period after the Civil War. Students will explore 

the causes and effects of the French and Indian War and will study the First Continental Congress, 

Declaration of Independence, and challenges of governing a new nation. The course will move 

through the growth of the United States, including its political landscape in the early 1800s, and 

slavery and territorial expansion. These discussions will lead to lessons that cover Manifest 

Destiny, the Civil War, and the Reconstruction of post-Civil War America. 
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HIGH SCHOOL COURSES 

 

Language Arts 

English 9   

Grade 9 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

English 9 introduces learners to elements of literature from classic to modern times using the 

genres of fiction and nonfiction. Through reading, learners develop skills in literary analysis and 

interpretation by establishing knowledge of literary elements, such as plot and setting, character, 

narrator and voice, tone and mood, and symbolism and irony. Learners also gather knowledge 

regarding form, style, and persuasion within nonfiction works. Skills for strengthening 

vocabulary, grammar, and mechanics are examined as well, and lessons focusing on the stages of 

the writing process are evaluated. Learners demonstrate their knowledge through a variety of 

assessments. 

American Literature (English 10) 

Grades 10 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In American Literature, students are invited to travel through the various cultural periods of 

American literature. Students explore numerous aspects of Romanticism, literature from multiple 

historical eras of the United States, and contributions made by significant American leaders. In 

addition to genres and periods of writing, students explore basics of literature, writing, and 

grammar.  

British Literature (English 11) 

Grades 9-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

British Literature provides students with  a survey of the past and present of this  genre. 

Students study the Anglo-Saxon and medieval eras, the English Renaissance, and  the 

Restoration and Enlightenment periods. Students analyze how authors from this  region have 

traditionally constructed texts  and developed prominent and long-lasting literature. In this 

course, students look at a variety of styles and are required to utilize vocabulary that is 

characteristic of this form of literature. This course offers students numerous chances to 

understand, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate the texts they read through a wide range of writing 

and thinking exercises.  

 

 

 

Mathmatics 

 Algebra I   

Grades 8-9 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Algebra I continues the exploration of variables, function patterns, graphs, and equations. 

Students are expected to describe and translate graphic, algebraic, numeric, and verbal 
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representations of relations and use those representations to solve problems. This course provides 

a solid foundation for further study in mathematics by helping students to develop computational, 

procedural, and problem solving skills. 

Algebra II   

Grades 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Algebra I 

In Algebra II, students analyze situations verbally, numerically, graphically, and symbolically. 

Students become proficient at solving equations and inequalities. They extend their knowledge of 

algebraic expressions, absolute value, functions, and graphs. The Algebra II course prepares 

students for more difficult concepts and content. 

Calculus  

Grades 11-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus 

Calculus evaluates higher-level mathematics through analytical/algebraic, numerical, graphical, 

and verbal methods. Students study various components of mathematics, including the 

investigation of trigonometric functions, probability, and series. Having a strong calculus 

knowledge base supports all students, but mostly those students who are interested in careers in 

the mathematics and engineering fields.  

Geometry   

Grades 10-11 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Algebra I 

Geometry is the beginning of creating a solid foundation in mathematics by studying and 

exploring a wide range of geometric concepts. Students begin to understand the basics of 

geometric equations and how these equations are present in daily life. Students learn to calculate 

perimeter and work directly with angles and arcs to understand the importance of geometric math 

in construction. 

Pre-Calculus  

Grades 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Algebra II 

In Pre-Calculus, students develop a deeper  and more thorough understanding of functions and 

graphs. Graphs that students study range from polynomial and rational to exponential, 

logarithmic, and trigonometric. Some exponential and logarithmic topics discussed are change of 

base formulas, properties of logs, growth and decay, and logistic growth models. Pre-Calculus sets 

the student in motion for studying the concepts introduced in this course in a more in-depth and 

concrete fashion within calculus.  

 

Trigonometry  

Grades 11-12 One Semester Prerequisite: Algebra II 

The basic fundamentals and functions of trigonometry are covered in Trigonometry. The 

Trigonometry course accelerates quickly into more advanced trigonometry applications that 

encompass principles of science, technology, and engineering. Students encounter step- by-step 

guidance through procedures and solutions, providing clear examples for each problem. Students 

explore concepts from radian and degree measurement to unit circles, trigonometric functions, 
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and sine and cosine functions. Students who are interested in pursuing engineering coursework 

strongly benefit from the content found within this course.  

 

Science  

Biology   

Grade 9 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Biology covers a wide range of concepts in the field of biology. Students are introduced to the 

study of biology and its four unifying themes, and they are introduced to the concept of the cell, 

including cell structure and function. The concept of the cell is extended, and students explore 

Mendelian genetics and how humans inherit traits. The course concludes with the structure and 

mechanisms of DNA, as well as the role of biotechnology in today’s society. Students also explore 

the theory of evolution, including early ideas, how populations evolve, and the history of life on 

Earth. Students discuss the concept of ecology, where they learn about different principles of 

ecology. 

Chemistry   

Grade 10 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Chemistry can be found in all dynamics of life. One of the biggest topics studied in chemistry is 

the idea of energy and different forces. In addition, students go through a thorough investigation 

of matter, the atomic structure, and the periodic table. Students study chemical reactions and 

determine how the combination of certain components creates a multitude of results. 

Earth Science    

Grades 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

In Earth Science, students are introduced to how Earth was first formed. They work their way 

through Earth’s history and the different processes that continually take effect and help to shape 

the planet.  

Physical Science   

Grades 9-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Both physics and chemistry are prominent disciplines within the Physical Science course. 

Students first investigate topics surrounding matter, chemical reactions, and atomic structure. 

Students then move on to study concepts of motion, forces, energy, waves and electricity. By 

reviewing multiple concepts, students gain foundational skills in the science discipline that 

provide a basis for future course study. 

 

Physics   

Grades 11 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Through an explanation of mechanics, Physics introduces students to the fundamentals 
of algebra-based physics. Students are provided with an introduction to concepts such as motion, 

forces, gravity, energy, and momentum. Students explore heat, fluids, waves, sound, light, optics, 

electricity, magnetism and how these relate to atomic structures. 
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Social Studies 

American (US) History 

Grades 9-11 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Within American History, students continue to study American history by covering important 

historical moments from the Reconstruction era through the end  of World War II. Students 

learn about the industrialization of this growing nation, the  

Economics  

Grades 10-11 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Basic economic theory and its effects on everyday life are the foundation of economics. Students 

learn about basic economic concepts such as scarcity, opportunity cost, efficiency, and trade-offs 

as well as the factors of production. Though this course serves as  an introduction and overview 

of economics, students gain an understanding of the free market system in relation to other 

economic systems, and they are provided with the basics of any successful economy.  

World History   

Grades 10-11 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Students in World History learn about significant events, people, and places from 1500 A.D. to 

contemporary times. Studying world history allows students to consider historical relevance of 

people, places, and events. In this wide-ranging course, students learn how the world and its 

inhabitants were shaped over time, and, in the process, students gain a better understanding of 

the role that geography plays in world history. The historical tools covered in this course help 

students to foster an appreciation for the history in which they are living. 

 

General Electives 

1960s America   

Grades 10-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Have you ever wondered what life was like in the 1960s? This course will let students experience 

the time in which their parents and grandparents lived. It will cover the social, political, and 

cultural movements and changes that occurred during the decade. Some of the topics explored 

within this course include the transition from the Happy Days to the Radical Movement, the 

Vietnam War, and civil rights. The course also focuses on significant headlines of the 1960s that 

include the assassinations of Robert Kennedy, President John F. Kennedy, and Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. as well as the Space Race, music of the 1960s, and the effects of pop culture. In addition, 

students will be able to apply and further what they have learned by interviewing neighbors and 

relatives who lived through the examined time period and events. 

Advertising 

Grades 11-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Throughout the Advertising course, students discover the various ways that advertising touches 

their lives. Students learn to identify what customers need and want so that various companies 
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are able to advertise and sell a variety of products and services. Students learn to identify 

customers’ desires and discover what is needed to create, advertise, and  sell products to fit these 

needs. The course guides students to develop the skills they need as consumers and advertisers. 

Also, the course provides a solid foundation for those students contemplating careers in 

marketing, advertising, or other business-related fields.  

African American History   

Grades 11-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

African American History is a survey course that spans the history of America. Students will begin 

by learning about ancient African society and culture. Their studies will take them through history 

to the presidency of Barack Obama. Students will explore African traditions as they were passed 

down from generation to generation. Students will examine the brutal institution of slavery and, 

through primary source readings, will follow the history of slavery through the American Civil 

War. Other topics include Reconstruction, Jim Crow laws, and the Civil Rights Movement. 

Students will comprehend the long struggle African Americans have endured to secure their 

constitutional rights. The goal of this course is to show the powerful and influential role of African 

Americans in U.S. history. 

African American Literature   

Grades 11-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

In this course, students are invited to travel through the various cultural periods of African 

American literature. In Unit 1, students will learn about the period from prehistory to 1750. Unit 

2 will cover 1750–1865. Unit 3 will discuss the period from 1865–1945. Finally, Unit 4 includes 

modern selections from Martin Luther King, Jr., Ida B. Wells, Langston Hughes, Maya Angelou, 

Queen Latifah, and more. This course explores the narratives of Africans and African Americans 

who have made significant contributions that have shaped the world. Students will be exposed to 

African American literature and culture, from the past to the present, and will learn how this 

literature has been used to strive toward a better future for all African Americans. 

Ancient History   

Grades 11-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Ancient History will introduce and familiarize students with the contributions in art, music, 

literature, religion, and philosophy of various civilizations. This course also addresses a variety of 

other accomplishments in ancient history including the institutions of government and education 

as well as important developments in science and technology. Cultures studied include the ancient 

civilizations of Asia, Africa, Europe, and the Americas. 

Business Mathematics  

Grades 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Business Applications introduces students to the technological elements that would support a 

successful and well-organized business structure. This course covers topics from business 

software and writing to professional business communication.  

Career Explorations   
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Grades 10-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Learners enrolled in the Career Explorations course will investigate careers that match their 

strengths, interests, abilities, and values. Students will learn how to prepare for specific jobs and 

discover what additional training or preparation is needed for a future career path. They will 

acquire job-seeking skills such as resume-writing, interviewing, time management, and portfolio 

development. Learners in this course will develop effective communication skills and will generate 

an action plan for successful school to work transition. This course is designed to give students 

the tools they need to develop better workplace skills, handle career issues, money management, 

and balancing work and personal life. 

Cinematic Review 

Grades 10-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Cinematic Review will introduce students to the filmmaking process. The course will explore the 

technology that makes a film, analyze the film making process from beginning to end, and begin 

to build an aesthetic appreciation of films. Various mainstream and art films will be discussed for 

their art, technology, and marketing success, or lack thereof. Students will develop a better 

appreciation of the movie-making process, learn how marketing can make or break a film, and 

discuss the ever-changing technology that can make everyone a filmmaker. 

Creative Writing   

Grades 11-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Creative Writing is a workshop course in which students discover, analyze, and apply the methods 

and styles used in various forms of fiction, creative non-fiction, drama, and poetry. It emphasizes 

experimentation, practice, and taking cues from published writers and poets. It also gives students 

the opportunity to express themselves while learning different genres and writing rules. Writing 

is a craft, a process, and a form of art in itself. Creative Writing not only provides all participants 

with an opportunity to express themselves, but also supplies focus on word choice, diction, form, 

editing, idea generation, and other skills useful in nonfiction writing. The one way to become a 

good writer is by writing. Students will do a great deal of writing in this course. 

Fashion Design   

Grades 11-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Fashion & Design is an advanced level course for students interested in learning the intricate 

process of how the fashion system works. This is an in-depth study of the fashion business in 

sequential order from concept to consumer. The fashion business involves a series of buying 

supplies, creating and developing a new product, and marketing the product. The fashion industry 

includes all the processes involved with producing raw materials, apparel, and accessories. Also, 

it encompasses the retail stores that sell fashion merchandise to the public. It is important for 

executives in the fashion trade to know how all of these processes interrelate. Students will learn 

that the decision making process is complex and not just about the latest designers, styles, or 

trends of an era. Particular emphasis will be on the planning, manufacturing, and marketing 

processes throughout history. 

Forensic Science   
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Grades 10-12 One Semester Prerequisite: Biology 

Forensic Science will introduce students to the fascinating worlds of crime scene investigation 

and laboratory science. Students will learn the fundamental procedures involved in investigating 

and processing forensic evidence. They will explore historic and theoretical crime scenes and 

apply the procedural methods required for examination, collection, and documentation of 

evidence. They will also explore the forensics lab to learn about testing methods, equipment, 

safety measures, and results interpretation. Additionally, students will explore the various fields 

and careers in forensic science. This course is geared for students in grades 10-12. 

Introduction to Business   

Grades 11-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

In this course, students will learn their roles as wage earners, consumers, and citizens as they 

explore the wide, exciting world of business. Course topics range from the extensive use of credit 

to the role of government in the U.S. economy. Students will be introduced to insurance, 

investments, communication, transportation, labor, world trade, and other issues vital to 

succeeding in today’s economy. Tips on career planning and job seeking promise to be especially 

helpful. 

Introduction to College Writing   

Grades 11-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Introduction to College Writing is designed for students who wish to pursue a post-secondary 

education. After successfully completing this course, students will be prepared for freshman 

composition. The skills covered in this course will provide a foundation for basic college writing. 

The primary focus is on informative and persuasive writing with attention to theses, organization, 

paragraphs, argumentative theories, research techniques, citation, and style. Besides the 

traditional essay genre, writing technique and etiquette in real-world applications such as 

abstracts, memos, and e-mail, as well as in other content areas, are practiced throughout. 

Introduction to Engineering   

Grades 10-12 One Semester Prerequisite: Algebra & Geometry 

Introduction to Engineering provides an overview of the field of engineering and the primary 

processes and procedures used by engineers. Engineers play a central role in developing products 

and systems that improve our everyday lives, in areas such as transportation, computing, and 

medicine. In this course, students will explore each step of the product development cycle, from 

modeling and prototyping through production. Students will discover the interdependencies 

between the fields of engineering, science, and technology, and will explore engineering careers 

that suit their personal interests and abilities. Finally, students will examine the ethical and 

societal effects of engineering, which play a key role in the development of all engineered products 

and systems. 

Life Skills 

Grades 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

As students grow and become adult citizens, they are expected to understand basic life skills to 

live independent and successful lives. The Life Skills course is designed to provide students with 
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the information that they need as they begin the adulthood phase of their lives. Covering topics 

ranging from personal finance and nutrition to personal development, students have the 

opportunity to learn useful skills, helping them to become responsible and proactive young adults. 

Marketing   

Grades 11-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Throughout this course, students will discover the various ways marketing and advertising touch 

their lives. Students will learn to identify customers’ desires and discover what is needed to create, 

advertise, and sell products to fit these needs. The course guides students to develop the skills 

they need as consumers and advertisers. Also, it will provide a solid foundation for those students 

contemplating careers in marketing, advertising, or other business-related fields. 

Sports Medicine   

Grades 10-12 One Semester Prerequisite: Biology 

This course is an introduction to sports medicine that will provide students with basic knowledge 

about the field of sports medicine, the anatomy of the body, and the common injuries that occur 

in sports. The first half of the course deals with the anatomy of the body and techniques used in 

sports medicine to train and strengthen the body. The second half helps students better 

understand how injuries occur and what treatment options are available. 

Theatre I    

Grades 11-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Theatre I & II will familiarize the student with the historical background of theatre, as well as the 

basic elements of acting. Learners will also study stage lighting, sound, costume, and makeup. 

Students will learn to apply voice and gesture skills in pantomimed and improvised scenarios. The 

responsibilities of the producer and director of a theatre production will be discussed, in addition 

to the duties of the equipment and technical crews. Learners will create specific characters 

through the use of gesture, voice, motivation, and background, and will learn proper stage 

movements. Theatre promotes unity, inquiry, and critical and constructive thought, as well as 

skills of comparison, problem-solving, interpretation, judgment, and research. Students are 

encouraged to investigate old and new ideas by exploring, discovering, creating, and clarifying 

their perceptions and knowledge. This course covers the art of character analysis and a variety of 

acting techniques, as well as the technical elements of theatre, such as sets, costumes, makeup, 

and special effects. 

Personal Fitness  

Grades 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 

Personal Fitness helps students to understand the impacts that nutritional choices and personal 

fitness play within their lives. This course teaches students practical ways to control their health 

through nutrition, exercise, and stress management. Students discover that physical fitness 

means feeling good and looking good.  

Political Science 

Grades 9-12 One Semester Prerequisite: None 
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Political Science provides students with the foundation for the origin, creation, and function of 

different political systems within the United States and across the globe. Political Science looks 

into the separation of powers, defining democracy and other types of government-led strategies 

such as dictatorship, totalitarianism, authoritarianism, and communism. The course delves into 

economic concepts, such as the regulation of trade and employment.  

World Geography    

Grades 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

World Geography Part 1 will introduce the basic tools and information geographers use to make 

connections between people, places, and the world around us. Students will study both physical 

and human geography. Topics discussed include the themes and elements of geography and the 

use of maps, natural environments, climates, and natural resources. Students will also learn how 

culture, religion, government, and the economy shape human geography. These topics will be 

used to examine North America, Central America, and South America. In World Geography Part 

2, students will continue their investigation of people, places, and the world around them beyond 

the Americas. By incorporating both physical and human geography, students will examine the 

areas of Europe, Russia and Northern Eurasia, Southwest Asia, Africa, South Asia, East and 

Southeast Asia, and the Pacific World. Students will compare and contrast these areas by looking 

not only at physical features, but also at various aspects of culture, religion, government, and the 

economy. 
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Developed specifically for kids means effective for kids, some language learning programs 

marketed for children and teens are really adult programs that have essentially been repackaged 

and re-marketed for students. Not powerspeaK¹², powerspeaK¹² courses were designed from the 

start for kids, whose young minds are still open to learning a language as a native speaker. This is 

important, because by the time we are adults; the language “compartments” in our brains have 

narrowed, diminishing our ability to comfortably learn a language like a native speaker. 

powerspeaK¹² taps into, and capitalizes on, the innate ability that kids possess to learn languages 

quickly and easily. The powerspeaK¹² world language courses have numerous distinguishing 

features that set them apart and help to ensure a successful learning experience for your students 

in grades 3-12. powerspeaK¹² courses: 

 Simulate natural language immersion, enabling students to pick up the new language in 
much the same way they picked up their primary language. 

 Leverage multiple methods of teaching, encouraging multi-sensory learning and 
reinforcing connections through the use of rich graphics, audio, video, and music. 

 Include engaging, age-appropriate content, games, and culturally relevant activities, 
helping students to enjoy their studies and remain highly motivated. 

 Include tests and the option of enabling students to receive full academic credit, ensuring 
that students receive the ongoing practice, feed-back, and academic recognition they 
require. 

 Reward students as they learn, allowing them to accumulate points through an integrated, 
avatar-based reward system. Points can be re-deemed for online prizes, keeping students 
engaged and eager to progress. 

 Guide students toward proficiency, reinforcing listening, speaking, reading, and writing 
skills with increasing emphasis as students progress through course levels. 

 

Chinese 

MS Chinese 1   

MS Chinese 2   

Grades 6-8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

A multi-media, game-based approach makes this introductory Chinese course different from 

traditional approaches to language learning. Advanced teaching techniques are used to turn 

compelling adventures and activities into rigorous lessons in grammar and vocabulary. This 

course provides a solid foundation for reading, speaking, writing, and understanding Chinese and 

cultivates a passion for the language through exposure to culture and dynamic experiences of real 

people and real places.  
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Chinese 1   

Grades 8-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

A multi-media, game-based approach makes this introductory Chinese course different from 

traditional approaches to language learning. Advanced teaching techniques are used to turn 

compelling adventures and activities into rigorous lessons in grammar and vocabulary. This 

course provides a solid foundation for reading, speaking, writing, and understanding Chinese and 

cultivates a passion for the language through exposure to culture and dynamic experiences of real 

people and real places. 

Chinese 2   

Grades 9-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Chinese 1 

A multi-media, game-based approach makes this introductory Chinese course different from 

traditional approaches to language learning. Advanced teaching techniques are used to turn 

compelling adventures and activities into rigorous lessons in grammar and vocabulary. This 

course provides a solid foundation for reading, speaking, writing, and understanding Chinese and 

cultivates a passion for the language through exposure to culture and dynamic experiences of real 

people and real places. 

 

French 

EL French 1   

EL French 2    

Grades 3-5 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Geared for younger minds, these courses are highly visual with amusing stories and activities. 

Emphasis is placed on acquisition of listening and reading skills, while providing a foundation for 

building students’ capacity for reading and writing. 

MS French 1    

MS French 2    

Grades 6-8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

A multi-media, game-based approach makes this introductory French course different from 

traditional approaches to language learning. Advanced teaching techniques are used to turn 

compelling adventures and activities into rigorous lessons in grammar and vocabulary. This 

course provides a solid foundation for reading, speaking, writing, and understanding French and 

cultivates a passion for the language through exposure to culture and dynamic experiences of real 

people and real places. 

French 1   

Grades 8-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

A multi-media, game-based approach makes this introductory French course different from 

traditional approaches to language learning. Advanced teaching techniques are used to turn 

compelling adventures and activities into rigorous lessons in grammar and vocabulary. This 

course provides a solid foundation for reading, speaking, writing, and understanding French and 

cultivates a passion for the language through exposure to culture and dynamic experiences of real 
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people and real places. This course also features adaptive learning technology that lets students 

select the learning style that’s right for them. 

French 2   

Grades 9-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: French 1 

Students with a beginning foundation in French will see their skills soar through compelling 

lessons that give them access to content so interesting that they forget that they are learning 

French. This unique learning methodology, which relies heavily on games and stories, works 

effectively to take students from a tentative understanding of French basics to a greater level of 

sophistication. This course concentrates on students’ ability to articulate more and more complex 

thoughts and to understand authentic native language from a variety of enticing sources. 

French 3    

Grades 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: French 2 

Intermediate French students who have a strong base of vocabulary, speaking and listening skills 

will reach a new level of mastery and fluency in this course. This course teaches advanced 

grammar and vocabulary and emphasizes correct accents and comprehension of “real world” 

native speech. The high energy excitement of the content, the challenging games and the wide 

variety of compelling stories contained in this course combine to make advanced learning a blast. 

Our unique error recognition technology helps students to eliminate common mistakes from their 

speaking and writing. 

 

German 

EL German 1   

EL German 2   

Grades 3-5 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Geared for younger minds, these courses are highly visual with amusing stories and activities. 

Emphasis is placed on acquisition of listening and reading skills, while providing a foundation for 

building students’ cap 

MS German 1   

MS German 2   

Grades 6-8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

These classes offer adventures and activities to help students master lessons in grammar and 

vocabulary. Listening comprehension, oral production, reading, writing, and cultural aware-ness 

are all emphasized. Multi-Media and game based learning structure keeps these courses exciting. 

This course provides a solid foundation for reading, speaking, writing, and understanding 

German. 

 

 

German 1   
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Grades 8-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

A multi-media, game-based approach makes this introductory German course different from 

traditional approaches to language learning. Advanced teaching techniques are used to turn 

compelling adventures and activities into rigorous lessons in grammar and vocabulary. This 

course provides a solid foundation for reading, speaking, writing, and under-standing German 

and cultivates a passion for the language through exposure to culture and dynamic experiences of 

real people and real places. This course also features cutting-edge adaptive learning technology 

that lets students select the learning style that’s right for them. 

German 2   

Grades 9-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: German 1 

Students with a beginning foundation in German will see their skills soar through compelling 

lessons that give them access to content so interesting that they forget that they are learning 

German. This unique learning methodology, which relies heavily on games and stories, works 

effectively to take students from a tentative understanding of German basics to a greater level of 

sophistication. This course concentrates on students’ ability to articulate more and more complex 

thoughts and to understand authentic native language from a variety of enticing sources. 

 

Latin 

EL Latin   

Grades 3-5 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Geared for younger minds, these courses are highly visual with amusing stories and activities. 

Emphasis is placed on acquisition of listening and reading skills, while providing a foundation for 

building students’ capacity for reading and writing. 

MS Latin   

Grades 6-8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Latin is the foundation for French, Spanish and Italian as well as the basis for much of the 

sophisticated vocabulary of modern English. Law, Medicine and Science still rely heavily on Latin 

terminology. Latin may be a "dead" language, but not for students in this course. Games, modern 

content, multi-media exercises and engaging stories together make this Latin experience vibrant 

and alive. Although students receive a strong foundation in skills to decode the classics, the course 

also emphasizes the ability to speak and understand in Latin. Students will be able to read and 

understand excerpts of authentic classical works by the end of the course. 

Latin 1   

Grades 8-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Latin is the foundation for French, Spanish and Italian as well as the basis for much of the 

sophisticated vocabulary of modern English. Law, Medicine and Science still rely heavily on Latin 

terminology. Latin may be a “dead” language, but not for students in this course. Games, modern 

content, multi-media exercises and engaging stories together make this Latin experience vibrant 

and alive. Although students receive a strong foundation in skills to decode the classics, the course 
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also emphasizes the ability to speak and understand in Latin. Students will be able to read and 

understand excerpts of authentic classical works by the end of the course. 

Latin 2   

Grades 9-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Latin 1 

Latin is the foundation for French, Spanish and Italian as well as the basis for much of the 

sophisticated vocabulary of modern English. Law, Medicine and Science still rely heavily on Latin 

terminology. Latin may be a “dead” language, but not for students in this course. Games, modern 

content, multi-media exercises and engaging stories together make this Latin experience vibrant 

and alive. Although students receive a strong foundation in skills to decode the classics, the course 

also emphasizes the ability to speak and understand in Latin. Students will be able to read and 

understand excerpts of authentic classical works by the end of the course. 

 

Spanish 

EL Spanish 1   

EL Spanish 2   

Grades 3-5 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

Geared for younger minds, these courses are highly visual with amusing stories and activities. 

Emphasis is placed on acquisition of listening and reading skills, while providing a foundation for 

building students’ capacity for reading and writing. 

MS Spanish 1   

MS Spanish 2   

Grades 6-8 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

A multi-media, game-based approach makes this introductory Spanish course different from 

traditional approaches to language learning. Advanced teaching techniques are used to turn 

compelling adventures and activities into rigorous lessons in grammar and vocabulary. This 

course provides a solid foundation for reading, speaking, writing, and understanding Spanish and 

cultivates a passion for the language through exposure to culture and dynamic experiences of real 

people and real places. This course also features cutting-edge adaptive learning technology that 

lets students select the learning style that’s right for them. 

Spanish 1   

Grades 8-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: None 

A multi-media, game-based approach makes this introductory Spanish course different from 

traditional approaches to language learning. Advanced teaching techniques are used to turn 

compelling adventures and activities into rigorous lessons in grammar and vocabulary. This 

course provides a solid foundation for reading, speaking, writing, and understanding Spanish and 

cultivates a passion for the language through exposure to culture and dynamic experiences of real 

people and real places. This course also features cutting-edge adaptive learning technology that 

lets students select the learning style that’s right for them. 

Spanish 2   
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Grades 9-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Spanish 1 

Students with a beginning foundation in Spanish will see their skills soar through compelling 

lessons that give them access to content so interesting that they forget that they are learning 

Spanish. This unique learning methodology, which relies heavily on games and stories, works 

effectively to take students from a tentative understanding of Spanish basics to a greater level of 

sophistication. This course concentrates on students’ ability to articulate more and more complex 

thoughts and to understand authentic native language from a variety of enticing sources. 

Spanish 3   

Grades 10-12 Two Semesters Prerequisite: Spanish 2 

Intermediate Spanish students who have a strong base of vocabulary, speaking and listening skills 

will reach a new level of mastery and fluency in this course. This course teaches advanced 

grammar and vocabulary and emphasizes correct accents and comprehension of “real world” 

native speech. The high energy excitement of the content, the challenging games and the wide 

variety of compelling stories contained in this course combine to make advanced learning as 

exciting as ever. Our unique error recognition technology helps students to eliminate common 

mistakes from their speaking and writing. 
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American Sign Language 

MS ASL 1 

ASL 1, 2, 3, 4 

Grades 6-12 Two Semesters Prerequisites: None 

ASL 1 is an introduction to American Sign Language (ASL). The first semester of this course 

includes basic grammar, vocabulary, fingerspelling, numbers, and cultural information related to 

the Deaf Community. The second semester is a continuation of basic study of the language and 

culture; an opportunity to build receptive and expressive sign vocabulary; use of signing space; 

further use of non-manual components of ASL grammar including facial expression and body 

postures, and introduction to conversational regulators. Discussion of regional and ethnic sign 

variations, as well as social, political and educational institutions of the Deaf community will be 

explored. Interaction with members of the Deaf community in both directed and non-directed 

activities will be featured. 

College and Career Prep 

Grade 9 Two Semesters Prerequisites: Counselor Approval 

The first semester of this online course based in Haiku will focus on Soft Skills, those skills that 

are so often not taught but as learned behaviors they become essential to success in high school, 

college and the workplace. These Soft Skills include such things as being prepared, being on Time, 

following through, communication skills, being responsible and study skills. The online course is 

designed much the same way as online college courses. There will be discussion boards used 

throughout, much like last semester and a focus on short argumentative essay writing utilizing 

prompts similar to ones used on the Compass college entrance exam. Students are expected to 

complete a short essay every other week and schedule individual conferences with the instructor 

monthly. There will also be four short quizzes during the semester. The last five weeks of the 

course will focus specifically on college level research writing and how to conduct proper academic 

research.  

Academic Center 

Grade 9-12 One Semester (.25 Credit) Prerequisites: Counselor Approval 

The Academic Center provides a location and an atmosphere for study and assisted learning. The 

goal of the Academic Center is to provide the opportunity for students to complete academic work, 

to access teachers for grade improvement, to make up tests, and gain assistance to improve their 

understanding of various subject matter. The Center is staffed by certified high school level 

teachers. Students are expected to bring academic materials with them everyday to do their work 

in the Academic Center. Computers, including Internet access, are also available for student use 
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in the Academic Center. The Academic Center is offered each semester and students may take it 

multiple times during their high school career with a maximum of two per semester.  
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The Oxford Virtual Academy Partnership is a mutually beneficial relationship between our 

students, families and Oxford Community Schools. The district hopes to offer a wide range of 

individual sports, classes, and resources available to homeschooling and out of district families in 

counties that are contiguous with Oakland County. 

American Culture  

Based on the curriculum of the same name, Cantering the Country is a United States geography 

class that ties many disciplines of learning into one package.  We will learn about 2 states a week 

– their geographical features, their history, and the interesting characters in each state – and we’ll 

tie in language arts, science, and civics at the same time.  We will try out famous recipes from 

different states, and do lots of hands on activities and crafts. 

American Eras 

What better way to learn about history than through the eyes of a young girl who has lived though 

and experienced it. This semester we will be focusing on the stories of American Girls, Josefina 

and Rebecca. Josefina’s story is based in Sante Fe, New Mexico in 1824. Rebecca learns that her 

family is in danger and must escape Russia to come to New York. We will discover their 

courageous and inspiring stories and enrich our knowledge of History. We will be creating 

lapbooks and working on time-period crafts that tie in with our reading. This course is interactive 

and so much fun! 

Beginning Robotics: (Legos)  

In this class you will learn about simple machines, structures and forces, levers, wheels & axles, 

gears and gear math, ratchets & drive trains and motorized systems.  Students will enjoy the true 
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application of knowledge and the exciting challenges for them to conquer using the Lego 

Mindstorm kit. 

Calculations 

We will give students a chance to have a working knowledge of arithmetic/math to enhance their 

understanding of numbers, and to have the ability to understand the true/false component of the 

answer to a mathematical problem. This concept is the basis of higher math. In problem solving 

we will develop strategies that will lead to solving the essence of a situation and not just copying 

what someone else has done for us. Expect to use your brains, wrestle with complex problems, 

and learn how to think using mental math exercises. 

Communication  

Build your confidence, get over your shyness, and join the fun.  Theater games are a great way to 

learn some public speaking skills without even realizing how much is being accomplished.  

Students work both individually and together to come up with scenes, improvisations, characters, 

and situations.  Games gradually build in difficulty, helping students who may be shy develop the 

ability to perform on stage.  All students work on projection, diction, thinking fast, and teamwork.  

Students will also learn how to communicate non-verbally and the importance of body language, 

facial expressions, and gestures.  Everyone can be an actor in this fun-for-all class.  No reading 

required. 

Dance Explorations 

Dance Exploration begins with the exploration of dance as a creative form of art. Students will 

learn to: develop kinesthetic awareness, proper body alignment, physical strength, and flexibility, 

endurance, and care of the dance instrument while exploring improvisational and expressive 

movement and basic modern dance technique individually and with a dance partner. The 

foundational principles of composition and dance elements are analyzed and 

practiced/performed. As a result of their study, students use creative and critical thinking skills 

to create and communicate meaning through dance movement. Students will experience the role 

of dancer, partner and creator-choreographer. Students will be required to present their work. 

Dance will be studied in various culture and historical context/perspective allowing for a broader 

view of the art of dance. Students will explore a variety of career opportunities in dance. Students 

will then be able to connect with other art forms and subject areas. Students will create a portfolio 

which contains written and/or visual examples of their work. 

Debate 

Debate is more than arguing and it is more than public speaking: debate is the effective structuring 

and delivery of cohesive, coherent, persuasive arguments to identify, explain and document 

problems with a specific national public policy, to develop and present plans to remedy those 

problems and to develop and deliver effective responses to refute the positions others may 

advance. This course is designed to teach students how to construct effective and compelling 

debate “cases” (arguments and plans), how to respond to such cases and how to deliver those 

cases and responses convincingly.  The course will use the Policy Debate format (2-person teams) 

employed by the National Forensic League (NFL) to teach and practice these skills.  Students will 
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engage in actual debates during class time on a range of potential subjects.  By doing so, students 

develop and improve their research skills and their skill and confidence as public speakers.  

Additionally, if there is interest and we are able to arrange it, students may put their debating 

skills “to the test” against debate teams from other schools/programs. 

EL Karate  

This class is designed to teach self-defense, improve self-confidence, teach non-violent problem 

solving, and be a physical workout that engages all of the major muscle groups. This form of 

martial arts is unique in the sense that it uses basic principles from biomechanics, sports 

medicine, and kiniesiology. These sciences are applied to make sure that students are learning 

effective techniques that are not telegraphed, and regardless of how often or long and individual 

is practicing, it won't cause joint damage(which is commonly associated with traditional styles of 

martial arts). Students that train once per week will commonly advance from belt to belt every 6-

10 months. 

Engineering Principles 

Learn how to engineer a bridge.  Using curriculum from MDOT, we will use simulation software 

to build bridges and test them.  Students will model 4 types of bridges - suspension, girder, arch 

and truss.  With the computer model as our guide, we will build some of the bridge designs, then 

load test them.  Computer modeling + hands on building = fun! 

Engineering Jr. 

Take off with the adventurous duo, India and Jacob, as they travel the world and solve real-life 

engineering problems.  Students will engage in hands-on activities based on the new Engineering 

Adventures curriculum designed by the highly acclaimed Boston Museum of Science.  To allow 

more time in class for the engineering design activities, background reading and engineering 

journaling will be required for homework most weeks.   

Equations 

We will give students a chance to have a working knowledge of arithmetic/math to enhance their 

understanding of numbers, and to have the ability to understand the true/false component of the 

answer to a mathematical problem. This concept is the basis of higher math. In problem solving 

we will develop strategies that will lead to solving the essence of a situation and not just copying 

what someone else has done for us. Expect to use your brains, wrestle with complex problems, 

and learn how to think using mental math exercises. 

Forensics 

The class intent is to give students an introduction to Forensic Science and discover scientific 

investigative methods used to solve crimes. Students will participate in hands-on activities, and 

thought-based exercises to apply the methods discussed. Activities included are fingerprinting, 

witness statements, footprint casting, facial reconstruction, assessing a crime scene (gathering 

evidence), and many more. This is a fascinating elective science class. Many students have left 

from it wishing to pursue a degree in forensic science.  

Form/Dimension  
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Part of the joy of mathematics is that it is everywhere- in soap bubbles, electricity, Da Vinci's 

masterpieces- even in an ocean wave. This class will explore mathematical ideas, concepts and 

puzzles where they turn up in the "real" world. Come build paper flexagons, visit Hotel Infinity, 

examine Fibonacci numbers in nature and create tessellations like M.C. Escher in this hands-on 

class. Winter term will include classic thinking games such as chess and the term will end with a 

math Olympiad! 

Gymnastics 

This course is designed as a basic introduction to gymnastics tumbling. The course will include 

discussion and application of simple mechanical principles underlying tumbling performance. It 

will also include skill progressions, skill analysis, and body preparation for tumbling. The course 

will involve skill performance, discussion, fitness and performance analysis. 

Historic Cultures 

This class is designed for elementary age children to grow appreciation for art from many cultures 

around the world. Each class will incorporate a historic perspective. Students will discover, 

explore and create individual art pieces related to each new artist/ technique. 

Individual Sports 

This class is geared toward teaching your teen styles of exercise to stretch, strengthen and 

maintain overall health and fitness. Starting with each student’s current level of fitness, the goal 

will be for individual improvement. Let’s put fun into healthy lifestyles! 

Language 

Our brains are wired for the rules of language, which is why we know when something just doesn’t 

sound right.  Let’s unlock our intuitive understanding of how English works and at the same time 

set a foundation for better writing, speaking and even further language studies.  We’ll be using 

Michael Clay Thompson’s Grammar Town Series.  This class involves “playing” with English and 

discovering how it works through various hands-on and mouths-on activities. 

Life Skills A 

B.I.S.H.O.P.S. is an acronym for Building Integrity, Strategy, Hope, Opportunity, Perseverance, 

and Sportsmanship. This class is designed to accomplish two goals: To provide students with the 

tools needed so that they may become more proficient chess players. To introduce students to 

critical thinking attributes and life skills that can be applied to decision-making processes in both 

their personal and professional lives.  

Life Skills B 

Do you want to venture out into the wilderness - backpacking, hiking, climbing, caving, 

snowshoeing, canoeing, kayaking - but you first want to learn the skills needed to be safe and have 

fun on your outdoor adventure? Join other 7th - 12th graders as we learn about basic backcountry 

wilderness skills. This course delves into the skills needed in back-country wilderness adventures 

such as essential gear, necessary knot-tying, backpacking basics, backcountry cooking, 

orienteering, basics of wilderness first aid, fire-building techniques, shelter building, wild edibles, 

leave no trace ethics, expedition leadership skills, team-building exercises, and much, much more. 
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Steps for planning a successful backcountry trip will be covered as well as local backcountry trip 

possibilities outside of RHG. Class field trips to Planet Rock, West Bloomfield Adventure Park, 

Howell Nature Center, or a Southern Michigan Orienteering Meet are possible.  

Literature Discussion 

Get ready to discover the World through books! We will read books, geared toward the 5-6th grade 

reading level, that are set in different countries and learn about some interesting and courageous 

kids.  Our book choices will align (where possible) with the areas of the world being studied in the 

World Cultures class. Although we will be reading fiction, many of them are based on real people 

and events.  Some of the books assigned this year will include: Iqbal by Francesco D'Adamo,  A 

Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park and The White Stag by Kate Seredy.  We will discuss the 

books each class period and will normally cover one per week. 

Literature 

Students will examine literature about people and events from around the world to develop a 

deeper understanding of the countries studied in World Geography.  They will read and respond 

critically to the literature though written response, thoughtful class discussions, and interactive 

activities. Although students will be challenged and questioned to think beyond their typical 

responses to literature, another goal of this class is develop a lifelong love of reading and learning. 

Our book choices will align (where possible) with the areas of the world being studied in the World 

Cultures class. 

Living Science 

Labs! Labs! Labs! 20 plus labs in this full year course, including 9 dissections (dissections take 

place in semester II). New students accepted in the second semester on a space available basis. 

Students will gain laboratory skills by participating in labs that coincide with any text, or other 

resource(s) that you choose to use for your Living Science studies. 

Natural World 

Join us on an exciting botany adventure as we set out to discover the wonders of plants and plant 

science. We'll explore the world of plants through various hands-on living science labs. Dissect 

seeds, force bulbs, make leaf skeletons, build light huts, grow herbs - and much, much more. These 

hands-on activities will complement our lessons as we learn about plants from the roots up: plant 

classification, plant cells, the life cycle of plants, flower parts, leaf shapes, etc.  

Optional field trips will be offered to explore botany and horticulture beyond the classroom. Each 

class will be tailored for the appropriate grade levels. Botany Adventure II will be offered with 

additional topics for winter semester.  

Our Republic 

You are a citizen of a small country that has just seceded from Russia.  Your country has no name 

or government.  You and a group of other citizens have been selected to form committees to 

research other governments and constitutions. Your task is to develop a government for your 

country, and to write a constitution to present to the people.  Remember the United States is still 
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the world power, so you may want to use the U.S. Constitution as a model.  You have fourteen 

weeks.  Good luck! 

Painting 

Students will discover the many techniques of this diverse painting medium while learning how 

to create dynamic artwork.  

Personal Finance 

Everyone needs to have a basic knowledge of how to manage their own money and their financial 

life.  This class will teach students how to budget, make “money decisions”, understand the cost 

and terms of borrowing, select and maintain bank accounts, key expenses and elements of buying 

and maintaining a house and a car, the basics of saving and investing, and the impact of taxes on 

earnings and investments.  Comfort and skill with basic mathematics are required and knowledge 

of simple algebra is a plus. 

Physical World B  

This class is part of a four year rotation of classes that I teach: earth science, chemistry, biology, 

and physics.  This class is appropriate for grades 3-6, and will cover a variety of topics including: 

famous chemists, the periodic table and elements, acids and bases, atoms and molecules, physical 

changes v.s. chemical changes, and much more.  About 40% of this class will be hands-on lab type 

activities.  We will be sure to have fun while learning! 

Physical World B  

We will explore the basics of chemistry through weekly classroom activities that will introduce 

each topic and solidify general knowledge. Subject content will include: Changes in Liquids, 

Chemical Changes, Density, Changes in Solids, Dissolving, and states of matter. Multiple lessons 

and learning reinforcements will accompany each general subject content area. Crafts, games, and 

labs will be utilized to bring adventure into the classroom. 

Physical World 

Come along on a fascinating journey through the atmosphere to learn all about meteorology, with 

practical applications to the everyday lives of your children! In this fun and interactive class, 

students will explore weather, climate, and much more - including a semester long, weekly 

forecasting contest! Highlights include hands-on activities and experiments to engage and 

provide a multi-sensory exploration of earth's metrological processes.  

Reading Composition  

In this class your student will interact with some of the greatest characters in literature. Through 

short stories and excerpts from longer ones, this class will focus on growing a love and 

appreciation for literature. Many tried and true techniques for improving reading comprehension 

will be incorporated into the weekly instruction. In addition students will be challenged to grow 

their vocabulary with exercises from each story. An introduction to understanding literary styles 

will also be covered. 

Reading Projects 
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Join us on a Reading Adventure! We will work on developing reading skills and strategies and 

enjoy digging in to several wonderful books. Where possible, we will choose books set in or near 

the areas being studied in our World Cultures class. Students will be free to engage in discussion 

topics of their choice, but will also be guided into looking for deeper meanings in the books 

through discussions of character, plot, symbolism, and authorial intent.  Topics that will be 

brought up in our readings include questions of ethics and morality, the future, censorship, 

cultural conflict, prejudice, forgiveness, and how our decisions impact our lives. Our class will 

have hands on activities that correspond to the books we are reading. Some of the book selections 

will be independent reading (depending on the student's reading level), and some will be Read 

Aloud books that the parent will need to read to their child.  

Robotics  

Whether you’re looking to deepen your Robotics skills and knowledge, or you just want to check 

out Robotics, this class has something for everyone.  Both new and returning Robotics students 

will benefit from this 100% project based class. Robotics teaches problem solving, critical thinking 

skills, team skills and engineering.  Working together with others successfully, learning to value 

each team member, recognizing that others have great ideas and can make valuable contributions 

are important attributes for everyone in our interconnected world! 

Robotics: Intermediate Robotics- First Lego League Competition  

This course introduces younger students to real-world engineering challenges by building LEGO-

based robots to complete tasks on a thematic playing surface. FLL teams, guided by their 

imaginations and adult coaches, discover exciting career possibilities and, through the process, 

learn to make positive contributions to society. Elementary and middle-school students get to: 

Design; build, test and program robots using LEGO MINDSTORMS® technology Apply real-

world math and science concepts Research challenges facing today’s scientists Learn critical 

thinking, team-building and presentation skills  Participate in tournaments and celebrations 

Solar System 

Do you know how many planets there are in our Solar System? Which is the largest? Which is the 

smallest? Why do we have winter and summer? Explore these topics along with the Milky Way 

Galaxy, gravity, asteroids, phases of the moon, constellations, and much more! Get ready to delve 

deep into outer space! Learn all about the planets in our solar system and many of the other 

amazing things that lie beyond our atmosphere.  In this semester long class students will learn 

about Astronomy through experiments, hands on projects, observation, and exploration. In 

addition to learning about the planets we will cover topics such as stars, comets, asteroids, black 

holes, space travel and more!  Come and see how fun it can be to be a Space Geek! Students will 

be expected to give a couple of presentations on topics of their choosing, keep a science 

journal/notebook, learn how to do a lab report, participate in a semester long project, do a little 

math (don’t worry, nothing too complicated), and play a few games. There will also be an optional 

field trip or two. 

Spanish Culture 



2016-

2017 

Oxford Virtual Academy 

 

144  

 

Course Catalog 

Did you know that there are more Spanish speakers in the United States than the entire 

population of Venezuela?  What does that mean for us?  It means OPPORTUNITY!!  Come 

experience the wonders of how Spanish works and practice what you’re learning in fun and 

interactive ways.  In this class you will also learn valuable strategies that lay foundation for 

ongoing language learning in any capacity.  

Team Sports 

It’s never too early to become comfortable with different games & team sports that children love 

to play. This class is about learning and loving to play various sports and games in a positive 

encouraging manner. Get ready for parachute, playground games, soccer, floor hockey, relays, 

obstacle courses, kickball, and more!  

Tech Design 

A great app starts with a great idea!  We will explore several avenues for designing some fun apps. 

Learn what’s ‘app’ening in the mobile computing world today. Curious about how the app on your 

iPod works?  Wondering how to make some video games?  Then this class is for you!  Some 

understanding of coding and programming is essential for digital natives today.  This class is 

designed to help students “dip their feet into the water.”  Explore the world the Minecraft way!  

We’ll use Minecraft to recreate some of the world’s fine treasures such as the Great Pyramids, the 

city of Venice and our very own Mackinac bridge.  At home research work is required for this class.   

Tech Design: (Minecraft) 

Minecraft is where gaming and learning connect! In this class students will use Minecraft’s 

“building blocks” to explore & engineer virtual worlds from building houses to creating an entire 

city. The class will explore principles of proportions, dimensions, and unit conversion to water 

supplies, road networks and airports. Minecraft is a 3D Computer-Aided Design package  A 

variety of projects will take our students on a Minecraft adventure! Students will have opportunity 

to collaborate and learn as a team of crafters! LAPTOP Required 

Theater  

You asked for it, we brought it.  This class will put on a play, complete with whatever props and 

costumes we can pull together.  The play chosen will depend on the number of students in the 

class, but will be something taken from classic literature, mythology, or even fairy tales, and most 

likely will be a comedy.  Students will be strongly encouraged to memorize their lines, although it 

isn’t absolutely necessary. The play will be on the shorter side, so no one will need to take on any 

more lines than he/she feels comfortable with.   Are you ready for Olympic Idol, where Greek 

mythology meets American Idol?  Or Beowulf on a Budget where the characters make their mail 

armor out of letters and envelopes?  Or a fairy tale courtroom drama with Judge Rip Van Winkle? 

Come and find out what the play will be.  Lights, camera, action! 

Toastmasters 

Students LOVE this class! Here is a super fun, and helpful approach to becoming comfortable 

with public speaking and develop leadership skills at the same time! This adaptation from the 

Toastmasters' club style approach helps students become skillful and confident in public 
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speaking. Students in this class evaluate one another’s presentations. This feedback process is a 

key part of the program’s success. 

WaterColor 

Designed to be fun for the beginner as well as the more experienced young artist. Watercolor 

techniques and "tricks of the trade" will open up students to many new art abilities. They will have 

fun experimenting in the world of color, and will create wonderful art pieces. While watercolor 

will be the main focus, other mediums will be introduced into this class, such as clay, acrylics, and 

black ink and marker. 

World Cultures 

Come and travel the world without having to pack a suitcase!   Students will enjoy learning about 

the many cultures in the world while "traveling" from continent to continent.  Students will have 

fun discovering how different and alike they are to other kids around the world! Class syllabus 

will include the seven continents' locations and cultures, historical events from around the world, 

and of course, some fun indigenous foods and crafts from each continent! 

World Cultures 

Let’s take a first look at the world! Students will learn to locate the continents and oceans on a 

map, begin to learn geographical terms, and study countries and cultures around the world. They 

will also learn the basics of reading maps. We will accomplish this through many hands-on 

activities as well as notebooking. We will learn about the culture of various countries through 

maps, and by learning about traditional costumes, flags, cuisine, holidays and traditions, and 

games. We will discuss the similarities and differences between cultures as well. 

World Eras 

In this class students will each receive a small passport, which will be stamped as we "travel" to 

different cultures around the world. In each country, students will learn about and recreate a piece 

of cultural art from that country! Each class will do grade-appropriate projects.  

Writing Skills 

Students will fall in love with words as they improve fluency in writing; work will be done both in 

class and at home. Work will include engaging discussion, syntax and structure exercises and the 

creation of short, guided pieces across a wide variety of genres. Focus will be entirely on content 

at first to get minds and pencils moving, and editing will follow.  Most of all, students will learn to 

enjoy the process of writing and know that they, too, can write well! 

This class will help students become strong, independent thinkers and essay writers. Students will 

examine the components of and compose multiple types of essays, including a personal essay, 

compare and contrast essay, persuasive essay, and a standard essay. The class will have them 

combine their own ideas, voice and organization with the conventional rules of format, grammar, 

and punctuation to create a strong backbone in the area of essay writing.   

This Institute for Excellence in Writing’s theme based writing class will give young writers 

confidence in their writing as they learn new writing skills and build on them each week.  It is also 
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a great continuation for young writers who have previously taken an I.E.W. course and need more 

practice, or who enjoy writing and would just like to stay in practice.  Regular writing practice 

improves writing and this course is full of funny stories that teach a lesson while providing quality 

writing practice. 


